202

Summer Reading List
for a Community of Readers

A A
NN e L

A A T e

LT \*.-:-_...~_.s.\

-3 AQ\‘\ ok = " SRR
o, RS .\:.’:E:"“M- .\‘:j:‘:;.:{%._} e

~ w et o)
e ‘é.—...,....w SR, .i:i:f:fx::‘
m 3 RS TR
= s
S50 "Sécmm. S

> ‘.
t*.,q.¢w
ST ‘L\.’

Annabelle Coles '27




2025 SUMMER READING

LIST

Table of Contents

Message from the English Department ........................ooienn, 3
Lower SChool. . ... 4
Middle SChool. ... .. o 12
UPPEr SChoOL. ... o 24
Parent RESOUICES ... .. ot 33
Faculty and Sta Favorites ............ovviiii 34
Senior Favorites from the Class 0f 2024. ...............coooo i 36

Jase Rhodes '26

Be it grand or slender,
burrowing, blasting, or
refusing to sanctify;
whether it laughs out
loud or is a cry without
an alphabet, the choice
word, the chosen silence,
unmolested language
surges toward knowledge,
not its destruction.

~Toni Morrison

A Note on Content: Parents have varying standards for the material they think appropriate for their children. All
books in the North Cross School Summer Reading List have either been read by a member of the faculty or have been
recommended for student reading by reputable educational institutions or other independent schools. Books marked

Mature Themes contain material some parents may think inappropriate for some younger readers. If you have a
question about a particular book, please research it on your own or check with your child s teacher.
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Message from the English Department

We all know that reading is one of the most critical components of a childs
success in school and in life. As such, classroom reading instruction at
North Cross begins with the youngest children in junior kindergarten

and continues through the literature-based English classes in the Upper
School. Of course, you were reading to your children even before they
started school, before they could identify letters, probably before they could
even recite the alphabet or understand the stories. Parents who read to
their children from a very early age do so because they know that reading
skills are valuable for practical reasons; but they also understand the more
intrinsic rewards which come from shared reading time.

Before children are literate, reading time provides a wonderful
opportunity to bond with your young child while helping them to increase
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. Most children have a particular
book they ask their parents to read over and over, being just as enthralled
with the ftieth rendition as they were with the rst. As these children get
older, they remember these stories and this special time spent reading.

Even after children become pro cient readers and begin to read to
themselves, books can still give parents a way to connect with their growing
reader. Many of the books that your child reads in his or her formative years
will be ones with which you are familiar. You may have read them in school
yourself.  ese books can provide topics of conversation for family dinners,
or they can provide an opportunity to discuss shared reading experiences.
Did you also read that book in sixth grade? Did you experience the same
reactions that your child is experiencing?

e texts chosen for the English curriculum are challenging ones meant
to improve students reading skills, but they are also meant to broaden
students horizons. ey will read about other cultures. ey will learn
about other time periods and ways of thinking. ey will be introduced to
new ways of seeing their own, familiar world.

As we strive to make reading a pleasurable, year-round habit, we o er
this summer reading list as an opportunity for students to choose their
own adventure. We hope that they will come back from the summer with
new ideas and a new love for reading, and we encourage you to share in
their journey.

e North Cross School English Department

Gabby Miller '26
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Lower School Reading List

Many places you would like to see are just o the map and
many things you want to know are just out of sight or a little beyond your reach.
But someday you'll reach them all, for what you learn today will help
you discover all the wonderful secrets of tomorrow.

~ e Phantom Tollbooth
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Rising Junior Kindergarten 3,4, & 5

The JK-3, JK-4, and JK-5 teachers are
excited to introduce a suggested
reading list for our youngest students.
There are no required books for JK-3,
JK-4, or JK-5. The books on this list
have been selected to represent a
variety of subjects, writing styles,

and illustration styles. We hope they
willo eryou and your child the
opportunity to explore ideas as well as
simply enjoy reading time.

Additional Resources:

http://www starfall.com

http://www.the-best-childrens-books.
org/

http://www.readbrightly.com/

Suggested Resource for
Spanish Review:

The Complete Book of Starter
Spanish: Grades PK-1 (Carson Dellosa
Publishing)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingJK3JK4JK5

Alborough, Jed; Where’s My Teddy?

Ashburn, Boni; | Had a Favorite Dress

Atinuke; Baby Goes to Market

Bunting, Eve; Flower Garden

Canty, John; Heads and Tails: Underwater

Carle, Eric, The Mixed-Up Chameleon

Child, Lauren; The New Small Person

Cornwall, Gaia; Jabari Tries

Cousins, Lucy; A Good Place

Ehlert, Lois; Holey Moley

Fleming, Candace; Oh, No!

Fleming, Denise; Alphabet Under Construction

Gravett, Emily; Monkey and Me

Hernkndez, Karol; | am La Chiva!

Higgins, Carter; Round and Round the Year We Go
Hirsch, Rebecca E.; Wonder Wings: Guess Who s Flying
Isadora, Rachel; Old Mikamba Had a Farm

Khan, Hena; Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets: A Muslim Book of Shapes
Lee, Gee Eun; The Red Fruit

Lewis, Kevin; My Truck is Stuck!

Martinez-Neal, Juana; Alma and How She Got Her Name
Mayer, Pamela; Chicken Soup, Chicken Soup

McLeod, Bob; Superhero ABC

Messner, Kate; Over and Under the Waves

Murphy, Stuart; Animals on Board; Just Enough Carrots
Naylor-Ballesteros, Chris; Frank and Bert

Park, Linda Sue; Bee-Bim Bop!

Reul, Sarah Lynne; Bubbie & Rivka s Best Challah Ever (So Far!)
Rogers, Kim; Just Like Grandma

Root, Phyllis; One Duck Stuck

Rosen, Sybil; Carpenter s Helper

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse; Little Pea

Salomon, Nadia; Goodnight Ganesha

Smith, Alex T, Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion
Stewart, Melissa; Feathers: Not Just for Flying
Teckentrup, Britta; Moon: A Peek-Through Picture Book
Wang, Andrea; Luli and the Language of Tea

Ward, Jennifer; Sleepy: Surprising Ways Animals Snooze
Wood, Audrey; The Napping House

5



2025 SUMMER READING LIST

Rising Kindergarteners

Requirements:

A Color of His Own by Leo Lionni

Parents are encouraged to read to
their children as much as possible

over the summer. Shared reading time

with your child supports language
development and is one of the best

preparations for independent reading.

Accountability:

Students should draw a picture of

their favorite part of A Color of His Own.

Students should bring their picture
with them on the rst day of school.

Additional Resources:

https.//www.readingrockets.org/
books-and-authors/booklists

http://www.readbrightly.com/

https.//readaloudrevival.com/blog

Suggested Resource for
Spanish Review:

The Complete Book of Starter
Spanish: Grades PK-1 (Carson Dellosa
Publishing)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingkindergarten

Aardema, Verna; Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain

Aly, Hatem; Salat in Secret

Base, Graeme; The Water Hole

Beaty, Andrea; So a Valdez, Future Prez

Blackall, Sophie; Hello Lighthouse

Brett, Jan; Town Mouse, Country Mouse

Bui, Hanh; The Yellow ~oD i

Cherry, Matthew A.; Hair Love

Cole, Henry; Nesting

Dubuc, Marianne; Everyone Gets a Turn

Edwards, Pamela Duncan; Some Smug Slug

Ehlert, Lois; Mole s Hill

Fox, Dorothea Warren; Miss Twiggley s Tree

Giganti, Jr. Paul, Each Orange Had Eight Slices: A Counting Book
Gilman, Phoebe; Something From Nothing

Gravett, Emily; Meerkat Mail

Hahn, Sabina; | Am a Dragon!: A Squabble & a Quibble
Hare, John; Duck, Duck, Goose!

Harrison, David L.; A Tree is a Community

Ho, Joanna; Eyes that Speak to the Stars

Jenkins, Steve; What Do You Do if You Work at the Zoo?
Kamalyan, Astrid; BAbo: A Tale of Armenian Rug-Washing Day
Khan, Hena; Night of the Moon: A Muslim Holiday Story
Krans, Angela Pham; Another Word for Neighbor

Lionni, Leo; Swimmy

Maillard, Kevin Noble; Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story
McCloskey, Robert; Blueberries for Sal

Medina, Meg; Mango, Abuela, and Me

Murphy, Stuart; Leaping Lizards; Room for Ripley
Numero |, Laura; If You Give a (Mouse, Pig, Moose, etc) series
Pinczes, Elinor J., One Hundred Hungry Ants

Sanchez, Anita; Hello, Puddle!

Shaw, Nancy; Sheep Take a Hike

Spires, Ashley; The Most Magni cent Thing (series)
Sylvester, Natalia; A Maleta Full of Treasures
Tanumihardja, Patricia; Ramen for Everyone

Ungerer, Tomi; Crictor

Wenzel, Brendan; They All Saw a Cat

Wiesner, David; Flotsam

Willems, Mo; Elephant & Piggie (series)

Williams, Brenda; Lin Yi s Lantern
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Rising First Graders

Requirements:

Big Al by Andrew Clements

Parents are encouraged to read to
their children as much as possible
over the summer. Shared reading
is one of the best preparations for
independent reading.

Accountability:

Students should create a list of

10 books read over the summer
independently or with a parent. This
list should include the title and author
of each book. Students should bring
their list on the rst day of school.

Suggested Resource for
Spanish Review:

The Complete Book of Spanish: Grades
PK-1 (Carson Dellosa Publishing)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/rising rst

All Aboard Reading (series)

DK Readers (series)

| Can Read (series)

Ready-To-Read (series)

Step Into Reading (series)

Ada, Alma Flor; I Love Saturdays y domingos

Allen, Kari; The Boy Who Loved Maps

Applegate, Katherine; Doggo and Pupper

Aston, Dianna Hutts; An Egg is Quiet; A Beetle is Shy
Beaty, Andrea; Rosie Revere, Engineer

Becker, Helaine; Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson
Saved Apollo 13

Bradbury, Jennifer; Rock by Rock: The Fantastical Garden of Nek Chand
Burach, Ross; Don t Worry, Bee Happy (Bumble & Bee series)

Cannon, Janell; Stellaluna

Churnin, Nancy; The William Hoy Story

Cronin, Doreen; Duck for President

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee; Grandma and the Great Gourd: A Bengali Folktale
Freeman, Don; Corduroy

Gonzklez, Karina N.; Churro Stand

Harvey, Jeanne Walker; Ablaze with Color: A Story of Painter Alma Thomas
Henkes, Kevin; Lilly s Purple Plastic Purse

Lo, Ginnie; Auntie Yang s Great Soybean Picnic

Marshall, Linda Elovitz; Saving the Countryside: The Story of
Beatrix Potter and Peter Rabbit

McCloskey, Robert; Make Way for Ducklings
Nargi, Lela; The Honeybee Man

Polacco, Patricia; Chicken Sunday

Prelutsky, Jack; It s Raining Pigs and Noodles

Reid, Megan; Maryam’s Magic: The Story of Mathematician
Maryam Mirzakhani

Rylant, Cynthia; The Relatives Came

Smith, Lane; Stickler Loves the World

Sriram, Meera; The Spice Box

Steig, William; Sylvester and the Magic Pebble

Stewart, Melissa; Meet the Mini-Mammals: A Night at the
Natural History Museum

Thundercloud, Ria; Finding My Dance

Valdez, Patricia; Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor
Wang, Andrea; Watercress

Yolen, Jane; The Emperor and the Kite
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Rising Second Graders

Requirements:

The Little House
by Virginia Lee Burton

Two books from this list.

One book of choice.

Accountability:

Students should create a list of

the books read over the summer,
including the title and author of each
book. They should also choose their
favorite book and draw a scene from
the story. Students should bring their
list and drawing on the rst day of
school.

Suggested Resources for
Spanish Review:

The Complete Book of Spanish: Grades
1-3 (Carson Dellosa Publishing)

The Spanish Workbook for Grades 1, 2,
and 3 (Melanie Stuart-Campbell)

Esteva, Marta Almansa; There It Is! jAhi
estal: A Search and Find Book in English
and Spanish

For new students entering second grade:

The Spanish Workbook for Kids: A Fun
and Easy Beginners Guide to Learning
Spanish for Kids Grades K-5 (Jacy Corral)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingsecond

Adler, David; Cam Jansen (series)

Barrett, Judi; Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs

Barton, Chris; Whoosh!: Loonie Johnson s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions
Blume, Judy; The One in the Middle is the Green Kangaroo
Blume, Judy; Freckle Juice

Brown, Je ;Flat Stanley in Classroom 2E (series)

Bryant, Jen; A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin
Butler, Dori Hillestad; King & Kayla (series)

Castillo, Lauren; Our Friend Hedgehog: The Story of Us

Cleary, Beverly; The Mouse and the Motorcycle

Cole, Joanna; The Magic School Bus (series)

Coven, Wanda; Heidi Heckelbeck (series)

Davey, Owen; Smart about Sharks

DiCamillo, Kate; Mercy Watson (series)

Faruqi, Saadia; Meet Yasmin (series)

Fleming, Candace; Honeybee: The Busy LIfe of Apis Mellifera
Florence, Debbie Michiko; Jasmine Toguchi (series)

Fountain, Carrie; The Poem Forest: Poet W. S. Merwin and the Palm Tree
Forest He Grew from Scratch

Gonzklez, Noelia; Glow: A Family Guide to the Night Sky
Ignotofsky, Rachel; What s Inside a Bird s Nest?
Jules, Jacqueline; So a Martinez (series)

Keating, Jess; The Girl Who Built an Ocean: An Artist, an Argonaut, and
the True Story of the World'’s First AqQuarium

Leung, Julie; Mr. Pei s Perfect Shapes: The Story of Architect I. M. Pei

Lobel, Arnold; Frog and Toad All Year

McCloskey, Robert; One Morning in Maine

Michelson, Richard; One of a Kind: The Life of Sydney Taylor

Minarik, Else; Little Bear s Friend

Mosca, Julia Finley; The Girl Who Thought in Pictures: The Story of Temple Grandin

Myller, Rolf, How Big is a Foot?

Nelson, S. D.; Grandma s Tipi: A Present-Day Lakota Story

Osborne, Mary Pope; Magic Tree House (series)

Rylant; Cynthia; The Old Woman Who Named Things

Silverstein, Shel; A Light in the Attic

Singer, Marilyn; Mirror Mirror

Sorell, Traci; Classi ed: The Secret Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee
Aerospace Engineer

West, Tracey; Dragon Masters (series)

Yolen, Jane; The Seeing Stick

Yuksel, M. O.; One Wish: Fatima Al-Fihri and the World’s Oldest University
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Rising Third Graders

Requirements:

The World According to Humphrey
by Betty G. Birney

Two books from this list.

One book of choice.

Accountability:

Students should create a picture packet
of the books they have read. These
packets should consist of a cover and
four illustrations which depict one scene
from each book the student reads. At the
top of each picture, write the title and
author and one sentence describing the
scene. Each picture should be drawn
in detail and colored. Please bring the
required book and picture packet on the
rst day of school. Books will be used to
complete in-class assignments.

Suggested Resources for
Spanish Review:

The Complete Book of Spanish: Grades 1-3
(Carson Dellosa Publishing)

The Spanish Workbook for Grades 1, 2,
and 3 (Melanie Stuart-Campbell)

For new students entering third grade:

The Spanish Workbook for Kids. A Fun
and Easy Beginners Guide to Learning
Spanish for Kids Grades K-5 (Jacy Corral)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingthird

Arnold, Elana K.; A Boy Called Bat (series)
Atwater, Richard; Mr. Popper s Penguins

Avi: The End of the Beginning: Being the Adventures of a Small Snail
(and an Even Smaller Ant)

Barnes, Derrick; Who Got Game? Baseball: Amazing but True Stories!
Brown, Monica; Lola Levine (series)

Citro, Asia; Zoey and Sassafras (series)

Cleary, Beverly; Runaway Ralph; Ralph S. Mouse; Ramona Quimby, Age 8
Clements, Andrew; Frindle

Coe, Victoria J., Make Way for Fenway (series)

Cole, Henry; Homer on the Case

DiCamillo, Kate: Tales from Deckawoo Drive (series)

Estes, Eleanor; The Hundred Dresses

Gannett, Ruth Stiles; My Father s Dragon

Gardiner, John Reynolds; Stone Fox

Gidwitz, Adam; The Unicorn Rescue Society (series)

Grahame, Kenneth; The Reluctant Dragon

Hunter, Erin; Warriors (series)

Kelly, David A.; Ballpark Mysteries (series)

Kennedy, Caroline; A Family of Poems

Konigsburg, E. L., From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
Lawson, Robert; Rabbit Hill

Look, Lenore; Alvin Ho (series)

Lyons, Kelly Starling; Jada Jones (series)

MacDonald, Betty; Mrs. Piggle Wiggle

Mills, Claudia; 7 x 9 =Trouble!; Fractions = Trouble!

Pennypacker, Sara; Clementine (series)

Pennypacker, Sara; Waylon! (series)

Quinn, Jordan; The Kingdom of Wrenly (series)

Scieszka, John; Time Warp Trio (series)

Sharmat, Margorie Weinman; Nate the Great and the Sticky Case
Snicket, Lemony; A Series of Unfortunate Events (series)

Sobol, Donald; Encyclopedia Brown (series)

Spinelli, Jerry; Third Grade Angels

Taylor, Sidney; All of a Kind Family

Warner, Gertrude Chandler; The Box Car Children (series)

Warner, Sally; Ellray Jakes (series)

White, E. B, Charlotte s Web

9
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Rising Fourth Graders

Requirements:

Because of Winn-Dixie
by Kate DiCamillo

Two books from this list.

One book of choice.

Accountability:

Students should Il out the Story
Map forms given to them by their
teacher at the end of the school year
for Because of Winn-Dixie and one
other book that they have read. These
forms are also available in the Lower
School section of the Kemper Library
website. Students will turn in their two
Story Map forms on the rst day of
school.

Suggested Resource for
Spanish Review:

Skill Builders: Spanish 1 & 2, Grades 6-8
(Carson Dellosa Publishing)

Skills for Success Spanish Elementary
Workbook, Grades K-5 (Cynthia
Downs)

For new students entering fourth grade:

Easy Spanish Phrase Book NEW
EDITION: Over 700 Phrases for Every
Use (Dr. Pablo Garcia Loaeza)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingfourth

Aesop; Aesop s Fables

Alexander, Lori; Allin a Drop:
How Antony van Leeuwenhoek
Discovered an Invisible World

American Girls Collection;
various authors

August, John; Arlo Finch (series)
Avi: Ragweed (Poppy series)
Batt, Tanya; The Fabrics of Fairytale

Blume, Judy; Tales of a Fourth
Grade Nothing

Brink, Carolyn; Caddie Woodlawn
Broach, Elise; Masterpiece

Brown, Peter; The Wild Robot (series)
Cleary, Beverly; Dear Mr. Henshaw
Coe, Victoria; Fenway and Hattie (series)

Creech, Sharon; Granny Torrelli
Makes Soup

DeKeyser, Stacy; The Rhino in Right Field
Dixon, Franklin; The Hardy Boys (series)
Eager, Edward; Half Magic

English, Karen; The Carver Chronicles
(series)

Fitzhugh, Louise; Harriet the Spy
Fleischman, Sid; The Whipping Boy

Fritz, Jean; Bully for You,
Teddy Roosevelt

Gi , Patricia Reilly; Nory Ryan’s Song

Glaser, Karina Yan; The Vanderbeekers
of 141st Street

Gray, Kristin L., The Amelia Six

Harness, Cheryl; The Groundbreaking,
Chance-Taking Life of George
Washington Carver and Science
and Invention in America
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Keene, Carolyn; Nancy Drew (series)
Kehret, Peg; Earthquake Terror

Krishnaswami, Uma; Step up to the
Plate, Maria Singh

Lawson, Robert; Ben and Me

LEngle, Madeleine; A Wrinkle in Time
MacLachlan, Patricia; Sarah Plain and Tall
Martin, Emily Win eld; Snow & Rose

Mass, Wendy; Bob
Mbalia, Kwame; Tristan Strong (series)

Messner, Kate; History Smashers (series)
Naylor, Phyllis Reynold; Shiloh

Nelson, Kadir; We Are the Ship: the
Story of Negro League Baseball

Nelson, S.D.; Bu alo Bird Girl:
A Hidatsa Story

Parry, Rosanne; A Horse Named Sky

Riordan, Rick; Percy Jackson and the
Olympians (series)

Rockwell, Thomas; How to Eat
Fried Worms

Selden, George; The Cricketin
Times Square

Sewell, Anna; Black Beauty

Smith, Steven K.; The Virginia
Mysteries (series)

Speare, Elizabeth George;
The Bronze Bow

Sweet, Melissa; Some Writer!:
The Story of E. B. White

Warga, Jasmine; A Rover s Story
Wiles, Deborah; Love, Ruby Lavender
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Rising Fifth Graders

Requirements:

Boy of the Painted Cave
by Justin Denzel

Two books from this list.

One book of choice.

Accountability:

For each of the four books read, the
student must complete the form
given to them at the end of the school
year. The forms ask the students
their opinions about characters and
plot points and also ask them to
deconstruct each book by its story
elements. Thereisa di erent form for
ction and non ction books. These
forms are also available in the Lower
School section of the Kemper Library
website.

Suggested Resource for
Spanish Review:

Skill Builders: Spanish 1 & 2, Grades 6-8
(Carson Dellosa Publishing)

Skills for Success Spanish Elementary
Workbook, Grades K-5 (Cynthia
Downs)

For new students entering fth grade:

Easy Spanish Phrase Book NEW
EDITION: Over 700 Phrases for Every
Use (Dr. Pablo Garcia Loaeza)

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/rising fth

Acevedo, Sylvia; Path to the Stars:
My Journey from Girl Scout to
Rocket Scientist

Alexander, Lloyd; The Chronicles of
Prydain
Anderson, M.T,; EIf Dog & Owl Head

Auxier, Jonathan; Sweep: The Story
of a Girl and Her Monster

Avi; The Good Dog

Barr, Jennifer Robin; Goodbye,
Mr. Spalding

Bendick, Jeanne; Archimedes and
the Door of Science

Carter, Dorothy Sharp; His Majesty,
Queen Hatshepsut

Day, Christine; | Can Make This
Promise

DiCamillo, Kate; The Magician s
Elephant

DiCamillo, Kate; Ferris

Fleming, Candace; Amelia Lost: The
Life and Disappearance of
Amelia Earhart

Forbes, Esther; Johnny Tremain

Gilchrist, Cherry; Stories from the
Silk Road

Harness, Cheryl; The Remarkable
Rough-Riding Life of Teddy
Roosevelt

Henry, Marguerite; King of the Wind

Horvath, Polly; Everythingon a
Wa e

Jacques, Brian; Redwall (series)

Juster, Norton; The Phantom
Tollbooth

Kane, Karen; Charlie & Frog

Kelly, Erin Entrada; The First State
of Being

Khan, Hena; Amina s Voice;
Aminas Song

Korman, Gordon:; Old School
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LaFevers, R. L. Theodosia and the
Serpents of Chaos (series)

Lai, Thannha; Inside Out and
Back Again

LEngle, Madeleine; Time Trilogy
(AWrinkle in Time; AWind in
the Door; A Swiftly Tilting Planet)
Lin, Grace: Chinese Menu: The
History, Myths, and Legends
Behind Your Favorite Foods

McAnulty, Stacy; The
Miscalculations of Lightning Girl

McDonough, Yona Zeldis;
The Bicycle Spy

McMullan, Kate: Myth-o-Mania (series)
Medina, Meg; Merci Sukrez (series)

Napoli, Donna J,, Treasury of
Egyptian Mythology: Classic
Stories of Gods, Goddesses,
Monsters, and Mortals

Nobel, Julia; The Mystery of Black
Hollow Lane

Northrup, Michael; TombQuest (series)
Paulsen, Gary; Hatchet

Rubin, Adam; The Ice Cream
Machine: 6 Deliciously Di erent
Stories with the Same Exact
Name!

Salten, Fleix; Bambi: A Life in
the Woods

Scieszka, Jon (ed.); Guys Read
(various titles)

Selznick, Brian; The Invention of
Hugo Cabret

Soontornvat, Christina; The Last
Mapmaker

Verne, Jules; Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea

Wood, Maryrose; The Incorrigible
Children of Ashton Place (series)

Yang, Kelly; Front Desk (series)
Yee, Lisa; Maizy Chen s Last Chance
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Charlie ﬂ?ao_’ze;

— =

Middle School Reading List

You re given the form, but you have to write the sonnet yourself.
What you say is completely up to you.

~A Wrinkle in Time
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Rising No Ceilings English 6 and 7

Requirements:

No Ceilings English 6:

Wonder by R. J. Palacio

The Call of the Wild
by Jack London

One book from this list.

One book of choice.

No Ceilings English 7:

The Outsiders by SE. Hinton

A Long Walk to Water
by Linda Sue Park

*|f you have already read The
Outsiders and/or A Long Walk to
Water for No Ceilings class, choose
replacement titles from this list.

One book from this list.
One book of choice.

If students have a book they would
prefer to read that is not on the list, they
need to have permission from their
English teacher.

Accountability:

Students should complete a Work
Comprehension Assessment for each
work they read. Work Comprehension
Assessment forms are available in

the Middle School section of the
Kemper Library website. Students

should also complete the outline
assignment provided. During the

rst weeks of school, there will be
graded assignments on the required
reading. On the rst day of school,
students should bring their Work
Comprehension Assessment forms,
their outline assignment, and their
copies of the two required books for
their grade.

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/noceilings

Alcott, Louisa May; Little Women

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy March are four
very di erent sisters who are growing
into adulthood during the American
Civil War. This classic novel was an
instant success when it was published
in 1868 and has remained a popular
favorite ever since.

Alexander, Kwame; The Crossover

Twins Josh and Jordan are junior

high basketball stars in this Newbery
Medal winner. Written in verse, this
well-crafted story is full of energy,
with elements of hip-hop and jazz,
and a portrait of a strong family bond.

Anderson, Laurie Halse; Fever 1793

This book is based on the actual
epidemic of yellow fever in
Philadelphia that killed over 5,000
people in three months. Andersons
novel is extremely well-researched
and the female narrator and
supporting characters bring history to
life in a compelling and dramatic plot.
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Boyne, John; The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas

Bruno is nine years old and the son of
a Nazi commandant when his family
moves from Berlin to the country.

He does not understand what is
happening on the other side of the
fence where everyone is wearing
striped pajamas.

Crane, Stephen; The Red Badge of
Courage

This small masterpiece was published
in 1895 and features a young soldier
caught up in an unnamed battle of
the American Civil War.

Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan; The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

This is a collection of the famous
detectives adventures which includes
many of his most memorable cases.

Gibson, William; The Miracle Worker

This powerful play depicts the
education of Helen Keller and her
relationship with her extraordinary
teacher, Anne Sullivan.

Gratz, Alan; Refugee

This skillfully crafted narrative presents
three interconnected stories about
resilience and survival. Josef is a Jewish
boy who must leave Nazi-controlled
Germany with his family. Isabel and
her family must escape Cuba on a raft
in 1994. Mahmoud ees the ongoing
war in Aleppo, Syria with his family

in 2015. This action-packed novel
tackles timeless topics like courage,
perseverance, and hope.

Hart eld, Claire; A Few Red Drops:
The Chicago Race Riot of 1919

In 1919, a black youth was killed
while swimming o the shore of
Lake Michigan. This Coretta Scott
King Award winner explores how this
act ignited tensions that had been
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building for decades and includes
contemporary accounts, photos, and
source notes.

Hickam, Homer; Rocket Boys: A
Memoir

This book beautifully captures a time
when a band of teenage dreamers in
a dying coal mining town placed their
sights on the stars. Hickam grew up
to be a NASA engineer.

Kelkar, Supriya; Ahimsa

Anjali lives in India. It's 1942, and she
has just learned that her mother is
going to risk her life for the freedom
movement. This New Visions Award
winner was inspired by the author’s
grandmother’s experience working
with Gandhi.

LEngle, Madeline; A Wrinkle in Time

In this scienti c fantasy, Meg and
members of her family embark on a
perilous quest through space to nd
their father.

Lourie, Peter; Jack London and the
Klondike Gold Rush

This is the story of Jack London’s part
in the Gold Rush of 1897, an adventure
that would sow the seeds of his later
books White Fang and The Call of the
wild.

Saeed, Aisha; Amal Unbound

Amal is a young Pakistani girl forced
into indentured servitude. She
dreams of becoming a teacher but
will need patience and persistence as
she learns to navigate her new world.

Steinbeck, John; The Pearl

The classic tale of how a priceless
pearl brings greed, treachery, and loss
to a poor Mexican pearl diver and his
family.

Stevenson, Robert Lewis; The
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde

A London lawyer named Gabriel
Utterson is investigating strange
occurences between his old friend

Dr. Henry Jekyll and the evil Edward
Hyde. This gothic thriller was originally
published in 1886.

Stevenson, Robert Lewis; Treasure
Island

This much-loved classic by Robert
Louis Stevenson was rst published
in a childrens magazine in 1881 and
1882. Jim Hawkins, an innkeepers
son, and the pirate Long John Silver
are the main characters in this
adventure.

Stewart, Trenton Lee; The Mysterious
Benedict Society

Reynie Muldoon is an eleven-year-
old orphan when he becomes one
of four children chosen to use their
special talents for a secret mission to
uncover the mysterious Mr. Curtains
plans. This book includes dramatic
plot twists and unusual characters,
along with an underlying theme
about the power of media messages.

Tolkien, JRR.; The Trilogy: The
Fellowship of the Ring; The Two
Towers; The Return of the King

Both groundbreaking and timeless,
Tolkiens epic recounts the Great War
of the Ring in Middle Earth.

Twain, Mark; The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer

Tom Sawyer has many adventures

in this novel about a young boy
growing up along the Mississippi
River. This classic is set in the 1840's in
a town based on Hannibal, Missouri,
where Twain lived as a child.
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Twain, Mark; The Prince and the
Pauper

It's 1547, and two boys in London
meet by chance at the gates of a
palace. The boys switch places, and
young Prince Edward learns about
the struggles of the commonersin
England, while Tom learns what it's
like to be a prince. Published in 1881,
this was Mark Twain’s  rst work of
historical ction.

Verne, Jules; Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea

This classic novel introduces Captain

Nemo and his fantastic submarine,

the Nautilus. Written in 1870, it is

considered one of the earliest science
ction books.

Wells, H.G.; The Time Machine

Follow the Time Traveler as he travels
more than 800,000 years into the
future to discover what will happen
to the human race.

Woodson, Jacqueline; Brown Girl
Dreaming

In this Newbery Honor book,
Woodson creates a memaoir in verse,
describing what it was like to grow
up as an African American in the
1960s and 1970s.

Woodson, Jacqueline; Harbor Me

For an hour each week, six kids with
learning di erences have to meet

for a chat with no adults present. As
they begin to share their stories and
slowly build friendship and trust, they
begin to learn what it means to be a
safe harbor for each other.
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Rising Sixth Graders

Requirements:

Wonder by R. J. Palacio
Two books from this list.
One book of choice.

If students have a book they would
prefer to read that is not on the list,
they need to have permission from
their English teacher.

Accountability:

Students should complete a Middle
School Summer Reading Form for the
required book, two books from this
list, and one book of choice. These
forms are available in the Middle
School section of the Kemper Library
website and on the Summer Reading
website listed below.

During the rst weeks of school,
there will be graded assignments on
Wonder. On the rst day of school,
students should bring their four
completed Middle School Summer
Reading Forms and their copy

of Wonder.

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingsixth

Alcott, Louisa May; Little Women

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy March are four
very di erent sisters who are growing
into adulthood during the American
Civil War. This classic novel was an
instant success when it was published
in 1868 and has remained a popular
favorite ever since.

Anderson, Laurie Halse; Fever 1793

This book is based on the actual
epidemic of yellow fever in
Philadelphia that killed over 5,000
people in three months. Andersons
novel is well-researched and the
female narrator and supporting
characters bring history to life in a
compelling and dramatic plot.

Barnhill, Kelly; The Girl Who Drank
the Moon

This Newbery Medal winner has
magic, mystery, a quest, and lots of
adventure. A witch, a swamp monster,
and a tiny dragon provide humor

is this story about what it means to

grow up and to nd where we belong.

Boughton, Simon; The Wild River and
the Great Dam:The Construction

of Hoover Dam and the Vanishing
Colorado River

This informative book details the
history behind the construction

of the Hoover Dam and includes
historical photographs and
information from unpublished oral
histories from dam workers.

Carroll, Lewis; Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland and Through the
Looking Glass

In 1865 Charles Lutwidge Dodson
(otherwise known as Lewis Carroll)
created this fantasy story at the
request of three young sisters. His
story went on to become one of

15

the most treasured of all time and
includes such fantastical characters as
the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, and
the Queen of Hearts.

Collins, Suzanne; Gregor the
Overlander (the Underland
Chronicles series)

Gregor expects a boring summer
before he and his little sister fall
through an air vent in their New
York City apartment and wind up
in an underground world where
humans live alongside huge bats,
cockroaches, and rats.

Day, Christine; We Still Belong

Wesley is proud of the poem she has
written for Indigenous Peoples Day,
but will the reaction from a teacher
ruin her hopeful feelings? This novel
by American Indian Youth Literature
Honor-winning author Christine Day
(Upper Skagit) is a heartfelt look at the
array of feelings Wesley has about her
heritage and her inability to enroll as a
member of the Upper Skagit tribe.

DiCamillo, Kate; Raymie Nightingale
(series)

Its the summer of 1975, and Raymie
has decided its all up to her: she must
learn to twirl a baton and win the Miss
Central Florida Tire Contest so her father
will come home. This quirky novel is a
2016 National Book Award nalist.

Esplin, JL; 96 Miles

John and Stew Lockwood are supposed
to be able to survive anything, until
they are robbed of all of their supplies
during a massive blackout when their
dad is out of town. They must walk 96
miles in the desert for help, taking along
two other young friends they meet
along the way.
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Flanagan, John; Ranger s
Apprentice (series)

The Rangers are a mysterious band
who keep the law of the land and
serve as spies for the Kingdom of
Araluen. Fifteen-year-old Will was
orphaned at a young age after the
death of his father and becomes an
Apprentice Ranger in the rst book of
this exciting series.

Gemeinhart, Dan; The Remarkable
Journey of Coyote Sunrise

Coyote and her dad have criss-crossed
the United States for ve yearsinan old
school bus they have made their home.
Along the way, they pick up a crew of
mis t travelers and Coyote learns that
going home can often be the hardest
journey of all.

George, Jean Craighead; My Side of
the Mountain

This Newbery Honor book is about
Sam Gribly, who tires of life in the
city and runs away to the Catskill
Mountains to forge a life of his own.

Guterson, Ben; The World Famous Nine

Zander Olingas grandmother owns
Number Nine Plaza, a spectacular
nineteen-story building lled with
shops, a ferris wheel, and twenty-
ve glass elevators. When strange
accidents start happening, Zander
and his friend Natasha must nd
inscriptions hidden throughout the
Nine in order to solve the mystery.

Hood, Susan; Lifeboat 12

In 1940, a group of British children
sailing to safety in Canada nd
themselves struggling to survive in a
lifeboat after their ship is torpedoed by
the Germans. This riveting story is well-
researched and brings a little-known
event to life.

Jacques, Brian; Redwall (series)

These popular epic adventures are
built around an amazing animal
world lled with mice, moles, and
badgers.

Kadohata, Cynthia; Weed ower

When Pearl Harbor is attacked, the
lives of a Japanese-American girl and
her family are thrown into chaos.

Konigsburg, EL; From the Mixed-Up
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

In this Newbery Medal winner,
Claudia and her brother Jamie run
away to the Metropolitan Museum of
Artand nd an adventure - and

a mystery!

Kuyatt, Meg Eden; Good Di erent

This Schneider Family Book Award
Honor Book is a novel in verse about a
neurodivergent girl who is working to
understand - and learn to appreciate -
herdi erences.

LEngle, Madeline; A Wrinkle in Time

In this scienti c fantasy, Meg and
members of her family embark on a
perilous quest through space to nd
their father.

Levinson, Cynthia and Jennifer
Swanson; Who Owns the Moon?:
And Other Conundrums of
Exploring and Using Space

This fascinating book is lled with
facts, stories, and new ways of
thinking about the challenges of
space. It covers topics related to the
technology developed for space
travel, the laws that have been
drafted to allow for exploration
without con ict, and the problems
with things like space debris.
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Lewis, CS.; The Chronicles of Narnia
(series)

Follow the adventures of four
children as they travel repeatedly to
the fantasy world of Narnia where
everything is far more than it seems.

Lloyd, Natalie; Hummingbird

Twelve-year-old Olive - armed with
her snazzy wheelchair - refuses to

let brittle bone disease de ne her

as fragile or stand in the way of
adventure. After she nally convinces
her parents to let her attend
Mackelmore Elementary School,
Olive hears a legend about a magical,
wish-granting hummingbird that
supposedly lives in a forest nearby.
This is a Schneider Family Book Award
Honor book.

Lord, Cynthia; Rules

Twelve-year-old Catherine is torn
between love for her autistic brother,
David, and impatience with the
responsibilities he brings. This award-
winning book is heartwarming and
thought provoking.

Lourie, Peter; Jack London and the
Klondike Gold Rush

This is the story of Jack London’s part
in the Gold Rush of 1897, an adventure
that would sow the seeds of his later
books White Fang and The Call of the
Wild.

Montgomery, Lucy; Anne of Green
Gables

Anne Shirley is a scrawny, red-haired,
eleven-year-old orphan who is
adopted by an elderly couple and
changes their lives forever.



2025

SUMMER READING

LIST

R|S|ng S|Xth Gl’adeI’S (continued)

Moss, Marissa; The Woman Who Split
the Atom: The Life of Lise Meitner

As a female Jewish physicist in

Berlin during the early 20th century,
Lise Meitner had to ght to get

an education and a job. When her
groundbreaking research led to the
splitting of the atom, it was her male
lab partner who received a Nobel Prize.

OBrien, Robert C.; Mrs. Frisby and
the Rats of Nimh

This Newbery Medal winner includes
some unusual lab rats who learn
more than the scientists bargain for.
Mrs. Frisby is a widowed mouse with
a sick child who must turn to these
rats for assistance.

Oh, Ellen (editor); Flying Lessons and
Other Stories

Ten award-winning middle-grade
authors contributed to this collection

of short stories. This is a thought-
provoking collection that celebrates the
uniqueness in all of us.

Peck, Richard; A Long Way from
Chicago

Set in the 1930s, this book follows
Joe and his sister, Mary Alice, during
one of their annual visits to their
grandmother s house. Grandma
Dowdel is quite a character, and her
outlandish exploits include many
members of her colorful community.

Ponti, James; City Spies (series)

The City Spies are ve kids from
various parts of the world recruited by
a British spy for a secret MI6 agency. In
the rst book of this series, we meet
Sara Martinez, a young hacker from
New York who ends up in Paris for an
international youth summit as she and
her new teammates use their unique
skills to try to stop a villain.

Rodkey, Geo ; We re Not from Here

Imagine being forced to move to a
new planet where you are the alien.
The Zhuri on planet Choom dont like
singing, jokes, or any kind of emotion,
and they dont like humankind. Your
family has one chance to change
their minds so that humankind will
have somewhere to live.

Ryan, Pam Muzoz; Esperanza Rising

Ryan uses the experiences of her own
Mexican grandmother in this novel
set in1930. Esperanza must leave

her home and her social class as she
immigrates to California and begins a
new life.

Saeed, Aisha; Amal Unbound

Amal is a young Pakistani girl forced
into indentured servitude. She
dreams of becoming a teacher but
will need patience and persistence as
she learns to navigate her new world.

Sheinkin, Steve; Born to Fly: The
First Women s Air Race Across
America

This book tells the stories of the
trailblazing women pilots who ew in
the 1929 Air Derby, the rst womens
air race across the United States.

Steinbeck, John; The Red Pony

This is the story of a young boy who
learns about responsibility by caring

for a pony of his own in rural California.

Stewart, Trenton Lee; The Mysterious
Benedict Society

Reynie Muldoon is an eleven-year-
old orphan when he becomes one
of four children chosen to use their
special talents for a secret mission to
uncover the mysterious Mr. Curtains
plans. This book includes dramatic
plot twists and unusual characters,
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along with an underlying theme
about the power of media messages.

Voigt, Cynthia; Homecoming

Voigts depiction of the four Tillerman
children and their journey after their
mother abandons them is gripping
and beautifully written.

Wilson, N.D,; 100 Cupboards (series)

In this fantasy adventure, twelve-
year-old Henry York awakens to nd
plaster falling, revealing doors of all
shapes and sizes all over the wall of
his bedroom. Finding out where these
doors lead will change Henry s life.

Wolkenstein, M. Evan; Turtle Boy

Will Levine is a boy who has spent his
life living inside a shell. He meets RJ

as part of his bar mitzvah community
service project and hears about RJs
bucket list. He realizes that even
though it is way outside his comfort
zone, he needs to tackle the bucket
list on his new friend s behalf before it
is too late. This is a Sydney Taylor Book
Award winner.

Woodson, Jacqueline; Brown Girl
Dreaming

In this Newbery Honor book,
Woodson creates a memaoir in verse,
describing what it was like to grow
up as an African American in the
1960s and 1970s.

Spanish Resources:

Cynthia Downs; Skills for Success:
Spanish Workbook, Middle/High
School

Rose Thomas; The 100+ Series:
Spanish Workbook, Middle/High
School
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The Outsiders by SE. Hinton
Two books from this list.
One book of choice.

If students have a book they would
prefer to read that is not on the list,
they need to have permission from
their English teacher.

Accountability:

Students should complete a Middle
School Summer Reading Form for the
required book, two books from this
list, and one book of choice. These
forms are available in the Middle
School section of the Kemper Library
website and on the Summer Reading
website listed below.

During the rst weeks of school, there
will be graded assignments on The
Outsiders. On the rst day of school,
students should bring their four
completed Middle School Summer
Reading Forms and their copy of

The Outsiders.

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingseventh

Alexander, Kwame; The Crossover

Twins Josh and Jordan are junior

high basketball stars in this Newbery
Medal winner. Written in verse, this
well-crafted story is full of energy,
with elements of hip-hop and jazz,
and a portrait of a strong family bond.

Anderson, Laurie Halse; Rebellion
1776

Elsbeth Culpeppers father has
disappeared, so she nds herself alone
during the Siege of Boston in the spring
of 1776. Just when it seems like things
couldnt get any worse, the smallpox
epidemic sweeps through Boston.

Barnhill, Kelly; The Ogress and the
Orphans

This captivating fantasy s multiple
plotlines are expertly woven to
incorporate thought-provoking
aspects of what it means to belong
to a community. Sometimes all is not
as it seems

Barone, Rebecca E. F; Unbreakable:
The Spies Who Cracked the Nazis’
Secret Code

Unbreakable tells the true story of the
spies and codebreakers who helped
to break the famous German military
code. More than sixty historical photos
add to the background provided

here about the less well-known

Polish, French, and British spies and
mathematicians who aided thise ort.

Bascomb, Neal; Faster: How a Jewish
Driver, an American Heiress, and a
Legendary Car Beat Hitler's Best

In this account of the 1930s Grand

Prix races, Bascomb expertly recreates
Europes motorsport subculture against
the backdrop of the rise of fascism led
by Hitler and Nazi Germany. This book
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details the e ortto challenge Hitlers
dominance at the Grand Prix.

Behar, Ruth; Across So Many Seas

This Newbery Honor Book spans 500
years and tells the stories of four girls
from di erent generations of a Jewish
family, beginning in 1492 in Spain.

Blankman, Anne; The Blackbird Girls

A reactor at the Chernobyl power
plant has exploded. Valentina and
Oksana have always been enemies
but now nd themselves on a train
bound for Leningrad to stay with
Valentinas grandmother. The story
is told in alternating perspectives
among three girls: Valentina and
Oksana in 1986, and Rifka in 1941,
This is a Sydney Taylor Book Award
winner and a National Jewish Book
Award winner.

Burg, Ann E,; Unbound

Grace and her family must escape
into the Great Dismal Swamp after
she speaks up for what is right. This
award winner is written in verse and
is based on actual narratives of the
formerly enslaved collected by the
Federal Writers Project.

Calejo, Ryan; Charlie Hernandez
and the League of Shadows

The chase is on after Charlie Hernkndez
wakes up mysteriously sporting horns
and feathers which leads him to
reexamine his abuelas Latin American
tall tales in order to solve an ancient
mystery that might be the reason for
his parents disappearance.

Christie, Agatha; Poirot Investigates

This delightful collection of detective
stories established the brilliant
Belgian sleuths reputation in classic
detective ction.
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Crane, Stephen; The Red Badge of
Courage

This small masterpiece was published
in 1895 and features a young soldier
caught up in an unnamed battle of
the American Civil War.

Draper, Sharon; Out of My Mind

Melody is the smartest kid in her
whole school, but no one knows it
because Melody cant talk, walk, or
write. Get ready to meet a girl whose
voice you |l never forget.

Gemeinhart, Dan; Coyote Lost and
Found

This book picks up a year after the
events in The Remarkable Journey of
Coyote Sunrise, and nds Coyote and
her dad once again setting out on a
rollicking cross-country trip. This time
Coyote is searching for a book that
supposedly contains her mothers
wishes for her nal resting place.

Gibson, William; The Miracle Worker

This powerful play depicts the
education of Helen Keller and her
relationship with her extraordinary
teacher, Anne Sullivan.

Gratz, Alan; Refugee

This skillfully crafted narrative presents
three interconnected stories about
resilience and survival. Josef is a Jewish
boy who must leave Nazi-controlled
Germany with his family. Isabel and
her family must escape Cuba on a raft
in 1994. Mahmoud ees the ongoing
war in Aleppo, Syria with his family

in 2015. This action-packed novel
tackles timeless topics like courage,
perseverance, and hope.

If you have already read Refugee, you may
choose any title by Alan Gratz.

Hart eld, Claire; A Few Red Drops:
The Chicago Race Riot of 1919

In 1919, a black youth was killed
while swimming o the shore of
Lake Michigan. This Coretta Scott
King Award winner explores how this
act ignited tensions that had been
building for decades and includes
contemporary accounts, photos, and
source notes.

Kadahota, Cynthia; Kira-Kira

Set in the 1950s, this 2005 Newbery
Medal winner tells the story of two
Japanese-American sisters whose
family moves from lowa to Georgia.
Narrated by younger sister, Katie, this
poignant novel describes the trials
of racial discrimination, economic
hardship, and terminal iliness.

Kelkar, Supriya; Ahimsa

Anjali lives in India. It's 1942, and she
has just learned that her mother is
going to risk her life for the freedom
movement. This New Visions Award
winner was inspired by the author’s
grandmother’s experience working
with Gandhi.

Lewis, C.S.. Out of the Silent Planet

In this rst volume of his space trilogy,
Lewis creates an ethical struggle
between man and nature within

the Universe.

Lowry, Lois; Number the Stars

This 1990 Newbery Medal winner
is based on the true story of the
evacuation of Jews from Nazi-held
Denmark during World War I.

Marshall, Joseph, Ill; In the Footsteps
of Crazy Horse

Jimmy McClean is a part white and part
Native American boy who embarks on
a journey with his grandfather to learn
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more about his Lakota heritage while
visiting places signi cant in the life of
Crazy Horse, the 19th century Lakota
leader and warrior.

Martin, Laura; The Monster Missions

Berkeley and her best friend, Garth,
live on an old cruise ship and
scavenge supplies from cities left
behind on the ocean oor after the
oceans covered the earth. After they
accidentally awaken a hydra, they are
sent to live on a submarine to study
and hunt sea monsters.

O Shaughnessy, Kate; The Wrong
Way Home

In this Newbery Honor Award winner,
twelve-year-old Fern must learn to
question everything after living in

an o -grid community for six years.
When her mother leaves with her late
one night, Fern begins to make a plan
for how she will return to life under
the Ranchs leader, Dr. Ben.

Reef, Catherine; Florence
Nightingale: The Courageous Life
of the Legendary Nurse

This biography explores the life of
legendary nurse Florence Nightingale,
including her long ght to become

a nurse. Nightingale’s determination
helped to vastly improve conditions
for patients, as well as perspectives on
nursing in general,

Sandler, Martin W.; Shipwrecked!:
Diving for Hidden Time Capsules
on the Ocean Floor

Explore seven shipwrecks and the
people, technology, and marine
archeology that goesinto nding and
recovering them.
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Sheinkin, Steve; Bomb: The Race
toBuild andSteal The World s
Most Dangerous Weapon

This Newbery Honor book and winner
of the Robert F. Sibert Medal begins

in 1936 when a scientist in a German
laboratory discovers how to split a
uranium atom in two. That discovery
sparked a race that would span three
continents and include scientists,
spies, and some of the world s most
ruthless dictators. This is the story of
the atomic bomb.

Sheinkin, Steve; Fallout: Spies,
Superbombs, and the Ultimate
Cold War Showdown

This Newbery Honor Award and
Sibert Honor Award book is a follow
up to Sheinkins book, Bomb: The Race
to Build and Steal the Worlds Most
Dangerous Weapon. It takes readers
into the Cold War years and the battle
for dominance between the United
States and the Soviet Union.

Shusterman, Neal: The Schwa Was
Here

When Antsy and his friends meet
Calvin Schwa, they are impressed by
his ability to appear and disappear
before their very eyes. This funny book
is lled with charismatic characters
and intriguing issues.

Sloan, Holly Goldberg; Counting
by7s

This is the moving story of Willow
Chance, a twelve year old genius who

nds it hard to connect with others. Her
world is tragically changed, but Willows
endearing story is one of endurance
and the ties that unite a family.

Smith, Sherri L., Flygirl

Ida Mae Jones is a young black
woman in 1940’s Louisiana, and all

she wantsto dois y planes like her
father did. This book incorporates
extensive historical research about
the WASP's  Women Airforce Service
Pilots  during World War I.

Steinbeck, John; The Pearl

The classic tale of how a priceless
pearl brings greed, treachery, and loss
to a poor Mexican pearl diver and his
family.

Surrisi, C.M.; The Bones of Birka:
Unraveling the Mystery of a
Female Viking Warrior

This fascinating book introduces
readers to the events leading up

to the discovery that the bones
contained in the most signi cant
Viking warrior grave ever opened are,
in fact, female.

Tolkien, JRR.; The Trilogy: The
Fellowship of the Ring; The Two
Towers; The Return of the King

Both groundbreaking and timeless,
Tolkiens epic recounts the Great War
of the Ring in Middle Earth.

Twain, Mark: The Prince and the
Pauper

It's 1547, and two boys in London
meet by chance at the gates of a
palace. The boys switch places, and
young Prince Edward learns about
the struggles of the commoners in
England, while Tom learns what it's
like to be a prince. Published in 1881,
this was Mark Twain’s  rst work of
historical ction.

Verne, Jules; A Journey to the
Center of the Earth

In this classic, three men discover
many unusual things on their trip to
the Earths mysterious core.
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Voigt, Cynthia; Dicey s Song

This Newbery Medal winner
continues the story of the Tillerman
family as Dicey and her siblings adjust
to life on their grandmother s farm.

Walker, Sally; Deadly Aim: The
Civil War Story of Michigan s
Anishinaabe Sharpshooters

More than 20,000 American Indians
served in the Civil War, but their
stories have seldom appeared in
history books. This book explores
the remarkable service of Michigans
Anishinaabe sharpshooters and is

lled with photographs, diagrams,
and maps.

Wells, H.G.; The Time Machine

Follow the Time Traveler as he travels
more than 800,000 years into the
future to discover what will happen to
the human race.

Zindel, Paul: The E ect of Gamma
Rays on Man-in-the-Moon
Marigolds

This Pulitzer Prize-winning play

centers on Tillie Hunsdorfer and her

family. Tillie studies the growth of
owers for a science projectin an

e ort to escape the bitterness of her

family and surroundings.
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Requirements:

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Two books from this list.
One book of choice.

If students have a book they would
prefer to read that is not on the list,
they need to have permission from
their English teacher.

Accountability:

Students should complete a Middle
School Summer Reading Form for the
required book, two books from this
list, and one book of choice. These
forms are available in the Middle
School section of the Kemper Library
website and on the Summer Reading
website listed below.

During the rst weeks of school, there
will be graded assignments on Of Mice
and Men. On the rst day of school,
students should bring their four
completed Middle School Summer
Reading Forms and their copy of Of
Mice and Men.

Summer Reading Website:

northcross.libguides.com/
summerreading/risingeighth

Alexander, Kwame; Booked

Kwame Alexander continues to show
his love of words in this soccer-themed
novel written in verse. Nick and his best
friend, Coby, have big plans for winning
the Dr. Pepper Dallas Cup.

Alexander, Kwame; Rebound

Rebound is a prequel to Crossover,
Alexander’s rst novel in verse.
Readers get a glimpse of Chuck Bell's
childhood and how he came to be
the basketball star his sons Josh and
Jordan look up to.

Anderson, Laurie Halse; Chains

This well-researched book describes
the lives of a young slave named
Isabel and her sister, Ruth, who are
sold to wealthy loyalists in New York
City in the spring of 1776. Chains is a
winner of the Scott O Dell Award for
historical ction and a National Book
Award nalist.

Asimov, Isaac; The Robots of Dawn

Written in 1983, this science ction
novel sends New York detective Elijah
Bailey to investigate a puzzling case
of roboticide.

Bascomb, Neal, The Nazi Hunters:
How a Team of Spies and
Survivors Captured the World s
Most Notorious Nazi

Based on the adult bestseller
Hunting Eichmann, this is the
amazing story of the capture of Nazi
war criminal Adolf Eichmann by an
elite team of Israeli spies.

Bergreen, Laurence; Seven Voyages:
How China s Treasure Fleet
Conguered the Sea

This fascinating book tells the story of
Zheng He, the Chinese explorer who
commanded more than 1500 ships over
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the course of 30 years. The seven epic
voyages he led during the 1400s helped
to establish China as a global power.

Bradbury, Ray; Fahrenheit 451

This internationally acclaimed novel is

set in a dystopian future where remen

start res rather than put them out.

Guy Montagisa reman whose job

is to burn books until he begins to

question everything he has known and
nds himself running for his life.

Bruchac, Joseph March Toward the
Thunder

In 1864, Louis Nolette isa fteen-
year-old Abenaki Indian who decides
to enlist after a recruiter convinces
him that its worth the bounty to join
an Irish brigade marching from New
York to Virginia.

Chabon, Michael: Summerland

Pulitzer Prize winner Chabon blends
several mythologies to create a vivid
fantasy where baseball is king.

Cisneros, Sandra; The House on
Mango Street

Esperanzo Cordero is a young Latina
girl growing up in Chicago. Her story
is told through a series of vignettes

with distinctive rhythm and imagery.

Day, Nicholas; The Mona Lisa
Vanishes: A Legendary Painter, a
Shocking Heist, and the Birth of a
Global Celebrity

This Sibert Medal winner covers a lot
of ground as it describes the theft

of the Mona Lisa from the Louvre

in 1911, how the robbery made the
portrait the most famous artwork in
the world, and why the painting by
Leonardo da Vinci never should have
existed at all. lllustrations by Brett
Helquist appear throughout.
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Dickens, Charles; Great Expectations

In what may be Dickens best novel,
orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the
dirty work of the forge but dares to
dream of becoming a gentleman.

Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan; The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

This is a collection of the famous
detectives adventures which includes
many of his most memorable cases.

Flanagan, John; Brotherband
Chronicles (series)

There is a new cast of characters for

the world of Skandians and Araluens
from the Ranger s Apprentice series.
Adventure, friendship, loyalty, and
courage are all part of this series as well.

Hale, Shannon; The Goose Girl

This is a magical retelling of the
Grimms fairy tale about a girl born
with the ability to speak to animals.
She is a princess, but she must
become a goose girl before she can
become queen.

Hickam, Homer; Rocket Boys: A
Memoir

This book beautifully captures a time
when a band of teenage dreamers in
a dying coal mining town placed their
sights on the stars. Hickam grew up
to be a NASA engineer.

Higuera, Donna Barba; The Last
Cuentista

After Earth is destroyed by a comet,
Petra Peza awakens on the ship
taking a few hundred scientists

and their children to a new planet.
As Petra begins to remember her
abuelitas stories, she realizes there is
a sinister reason why she is the only
one who remembers Earth. This book
is a Newbery and Pura Belpr@ Award
winner.

Hopkinson, Deborah; Race Against
Death: The Greatest POW Rescue
of World War Il

During World War II, U.S. troops, along
with thousands of Filipino soldiers,
were overtaken by the Japanese

navy in the Philippines and forced

to endure the Bataan Death March
and subsequent imprisonment.
Hopkinsons extensive research for this
book unearthed primary sources and
includes a timeline and bibliography
with other resources to explore.

Huey, Emily Inouye; Beneath the
Wide Silk Sky

Emily Inouye Huey drew inspiration
from her own family history to
create this story about the lead-up
to Japanese incarceration, racism on
the homefront during World War |,
and the main character s dream of
becoming a photographer.

[turbe, Antonio; The Librarian of
Auschwitz

This incredible story is based on the
experiences of Auschwitz prisoner
Dita Kraus, who risked her life to keep
a handful of books safe for their small
school at the camp. Dita was only
fourteen years old, and possession of
a book was an o ense punishable by
death.

Khorram, Adib; Darius the Great is
Not Okay

Darius Kellner is a boy with a Persian
mother and an American father who
is taking his rst trip to Iran. This
award winner delves into the ways
that Darius does not feel like he will
ever be enough in either place.
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Kidd, Sue Monk: The Secret Life of
Bees

Set in South Carolina in 1964, this
book tells the story of Lily Owens,
whose life has been shaped by the
blurred memory of the afternoon her
mother was killed.

Klune, TJ.. The House in the
Cerulean Sea

Linus Baker is a case worker for a
government organization in charge
of managing orphaned children who
are magical beings.He is given an
undercover assignment to investigate
six dangerous children at the Marsyas
Island Orphanage.

Krasner, Barbara; Facing the Enemy:
How a Nazi Youth Camp in
America Tested a Friendship

This novel in verse 0 ers a glimpse into
a little-known part of Americas history.
Best friends Benjy and Thomas live in
New Jersey at the onset of World War Il
and nd their friendship tested when
Thomas is sent to Camp Nordlund.

Martin, Pedro; Mexikid

In this Newbery Honor Award winning
graphic memoir, a Mexican American
boy and his family head out on an
adventure- lled road trip to bring
back their abuelito from Mexico. This
book is also a Pura Belpr@ Author and
Pura Belpr@ lllustrator Award winner.

Mazzeo, Tilar J; Irena s Children:
ATrue Story of Courage (young
reader’s edition adapted by Mary
Cronk Farrell)

Irena Sendler took incredible risks to
save 2,500 Jewish children in Nazi-
occupied Poland during World War Il.
Her story only became widely known
after several high school students in
Kansas began to research her in 1999.
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Mulligan, Andy; Trash

Three young teenagers, trash-
pickers living in the city dump of

an unnamed third-world country,
discover a mysterious bag one
morning, triggering a chain of events
that will change their lives forever.

Nayeri, Daniel, Everything Sad is
Untrue

In this autobiographical novel,
Khosrou (whom everyone calls
Daniel) begins with a story about his
family s history and how they became
refugees as he stands in front of his

fth grade class in Oklahoma. The
author weaves Persian folklore into
this book about his family s history
in Iran that stretches back years and
decades and centuries, stories of
memories and memories of stories.
This is a Printz Award winner.

Orwell, George; Animal Farm

This famous political fable is based
on the events of Russias Bolshevik
revolution.

Pullman, Philip; The Golden
Compass

Pullman creates a world parallel to
our own in which Lyra Belacqua
embarks on an adventure pitting
good against evil.

Redding, Anna Crowley; Google It: A
History of Google

Award-winning investigative
reporter Anna Crowley Redding
shares the story of a thesis project
with a deceptively simple goal of
"organizing the world'’s information.”
This book includes many graphics,
photos, and interesting facts about
the creation of Google.

Reef, Catherine; Mary Shelley:
The Strange True Tale of
Frankenstein s Creator

Mary Shelley began writing
Frankenstein when she was eighteen
years old. This biography details her
extraordinary life both before and
after the publication of her iconic
masterpiece.

Shakespeare, William; As You Like It

All'ends well in Shakespeares comedy
about the banished princess who falls
inlove at rst sight with a poor but
brave young man.

Sheinkin, Steve; Port Chicago 50

In 1944, a massive munitions
explosion rocked the segregated
Navy base at Port Chicago, California,
killing more than 300 sailors. What
many people don't know is that
most of the men assigned to these
dangerous tasks were African
American, and when they refused

to continue loading the dangerous
explosives until safety measures were
implemented, they were charged
with mutiny.

Sheinkin, Steve; Undefeated: Jim
Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian
School Football Team

Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner met in
1901 at the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School in Pennsylvania, where they
forged one of the winningest teams
in football history; one that came to
be known as the team that invented
football. This is also the story of a
school designed to erase Native
American culture.
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Smith, Betty; A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn

In this profoundly moving novel,
young Francie Nolan, an avid reader
and penny-candy connoisseur,
struggles against all odds to survive
and thrive.

Watson, Renee; Piecing Me Together

Jade is a high school student from

a rough neighborhood. She is also

a talented collage artist, attends a
private school on scholarship, and
grows tired of being treated as
someone who needs to be xed. This
powerful story is a 2018 Newbery
Honor Book amd Coretta Scott King
Author Award winner.

Wells, H.G.; The War of the Worlds

First published in 1898, this science
ction novel details twelve days in
which invaders from Mars attack the

planet Earth.

Wilder, Thornton; Our Town

This Pulitzer Prize winning three-act
play portrays the drama of life - and
death - in the small village of Grovers
Corners, New Hampshire

Wol , Virginia Euwer; Make
Lemonade

This novel in verse tells the story of
LaVaughn,who at fteen already
knows that life is hard and that
getting ahead takes a strong mind
and an even stronger will.
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A book is the only place in which you can examine a
fragile thought without breaking it, or explore an explosive
idea without fear it will go o in your face.

~Edward P. Morgan
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