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The Global Studies Program (GSP) at North Cross School is designed to
make students more aware, capable, and interested in a globalized and interconnected world.
Through coursework and experiential education, students will become more knowledgeable
and engaged in 21st century issues with greater international outlook, insight, and perspective.
Students who successfully complete the established requirements will earn the designation of
Global Studies Scholar on their transcript and a special diploma.

Program Director
Zachary Woods Dresser, PhD
Dr. Dresser sees the Global
Studies Program as an
integral part of the North
Cross mission to mold its
students into informed,
engaged citizens of the
world. His academic
preparation includes
advanced degrees in religious studies and history.
In particular, he is interested in how religion works
in politics and public life in the cultures of the West

China, 2015

and Global South.

Europe, 2015

Mont Blanc, 2013
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For more information about the program, please
contact Zachary Dresser at 540-989-7289 or
zdresser@northcross.org.

Italy, 2013

Education with a Global Perspective
The Global Studies Program combines academic course work,
specialized electives and seminars, international travel, a speaker
series, and various additional cultural activities and intellectual
pursuits to provide a unique 21st century curriculum and
perspective. Through the integration and careful reflection of
their coursework and experiences, a Global Studies Scholar will
have a distinct appreciation and understanding of our world.

International Travel, Service, and Adventure,
with Cultural and Language Immersion

China, 2015

The Global Studies Program firmly believes that international experiences are a
key component to a student’s full understanding of and appreciation for the 21st
century. Students will have the opportunity to participate in a wide range of trips
that include service learning, language immersion, adventure-travel, or cultural
and historical study. These international expeditions will provide new insights,
understanding, and respect that can only be acquired through travel.

Seminars and Speaker Series
Seminars are intended to enhance and support
the Global Studies Program and curriculum and are
designed to be student-centered. Seminar themes have
included vital global issues such as water, women’s rights
in the 21st century, and war. Faculty and students seek
ways to connect each year’s theme with off-campus
events and international travel.

Australia, 2014

iDebate Rwanda, 2015

Costa Rica, 2011

Ahmed Salah, Speaker, 2013

Program Mission:
We believe that students must have full
engagement in their academic course work,
more complete understanding of global
issues and cultures, and explore the world
both literally and intellectually, so they can
demonstrate 21st century citizenship with a
universal outlook.
New Zeland, 2014

Program Goals: A participant in the Global Studies Program will:

Global Studies Scholar,
Commencement 2014

1.

appreciate the complexity
and fusion of interdisciplinary
course work

El Salvador, 2009

2.

India, 2011

4.

realize the wide range of existing
human circumstances and
conditions around the world

value the commonalities that are
universal to all cultures

Harvard Model UN, 2013

3.

Community Service, 2012

5.

develop a mindset of stewardship
and sustainability for the world
and its resources

understand that globalization
creates opportunities and
challenges

New York City, 2012

6.

envision that their roles in the
world as global citizens can make
a difference
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Global Studies Program Opportunities
A Rigorous Interdisciplinary Program
Students interested in pursuing a Global Studies Scholar designation on
their diploma and transcript will need to fulfill all current graduation course
requirements plus additional requirements and expectations of the Global
Studies Program. Please visit www.northcross.org/global-studies for
specific information regarding course requirements.

Recent trips
Montpellier, France (Language intensive with homestay)
Barcelona, Spain and Davos, Switzerland (Education Summit and culture)
D-Day and WWII Europe (History)
Corrientes, Argentina (Language intensive with homestay)

Upcoming trips
Shanghai, China
Greece and Italy (History)
Spain (Language intensive with homestay)
Peru (Summer 2017)

Model United Nations
At the Harvard and University of Pennsylvania Model United Nations conferences,
students develop complex skills necessary to represent a country. Interacting with
students from other countries adds international impact to the convention.

Refugee Tutoring Club
Roanoke welcomes people from over 100 nations around the world. Some
of those people arrive in Roanoke from areas of conflict. Child refugees
offer an opportunity to our students who want to combine community
service and global studies. Ideally, our students learn as much as they
teach interacting with middle school students at local schools.

Summer Camp for Chinese Students
Students can earn summer income while connecting with Chinese students.
They develop friendships that may result in reverse exchange. Also, students
and their families can host Chinese students during the summer and all year.

About North Cross School
• Founded in Salem, VA in 1944
• Merged with the Eaton School and
the Wellington School in 1961 to
become North Cross School
• Students abide by one honor code:
“I will not lie. I will not cheat.
I will not steal.”
• Students of all races, ethnicities,
and religions are welcome.
• National test scores in the lower
school consistently demonstrate
high class averages at North Cross
School. Our average student scores
better than eighty-five percent
of the students taking the test
nationally.

• The school fields 29 teams in 11
sports to ensure that all students
find a sport and an ability level.
• One-hundred percent of middle
and upper school students take part
in community service.
• We enroll approximately 20
international students from a range
of countries. These students reside
with local families and actively
participate in all aspects of our
school culture.
• One-hundred percent of all North
Cross graduates are accepted to a
college or university of their choice.

Accreditation
North Cross is accredited by the Virginia Association of Independent Schools.
Memberships
The Horace G. Fralin Program for Global Studies at North Cross is a member
of the Global Education Benchmark Group. North Cross School is a member
of the National Association of Independent Schools, National Association for
College Admission Counseling, and Potomac and Chesapeake Association for
College Admission Counseling, the Cum Laude Society and the Counsel for
Advancement and Support of Education.
School Mission
North Cross School is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory
school that serves children from early childhood through twelfth grade. North
Cross provides a rigorous academic curriculum, competitive with the best
college-preparatory schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia. While we
explicitly recognize the importance of intellectual development and academic
achievement, we also strive to promote personal integrity, empathy, and
responsibility to self and community. Through this, our graduates will act as
leaders in the local and global communities, persons of intellectual and moral
courage, and scholars in the service of others.
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