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I believe that there is tremendous value in the phone policy. Phones 
should not be used in a classroom setting (unless for an activity) because 
it distracts from the lesson. 

However, I question the ban on phones outside of the classroom. While I 
recognized the the use of phones between classes could muddle the learning 
mindset and render future lessons less effective, the use of phones outside of 
class can have some merit.   

The principle argument offered by the administration as to why they 
banned phones is that this ban will result in the development of communi-
cation skills. If this is such a high priority, then why haven’t we banned all 
forms of solitary activity? I would argue that reading a novel during break 
would have the same impact as phones on communication. Through the 
lens of communication development, isn’t scrolling through tiktok just as 
isolating as reading a book?  

Instead I would argue that using phones during breaks can be beneficial. 
While the act of using phones can be solitary, it can also be communal as 
well. Imagine a scenario where a student finds a funny tiktok, then decides 
to share it with their friends. Although the initial act of finding the tiktok 
was solitary, the sharing of it can be communal. While a lack of sharing 
could be a potential problem, I have not observed this during break or 
lunch as of yet.  

Regardless, our school should be carful in how it chooses to exert its 
power. While the school could take a hands-off towards students and 
say that high schoolers are responsible for themselves and whatever poor 
decision they make is their own concern, that would likely result in a highly 
unproductive atmosphere. On the flip side, high schoolers can’t have zero 
freedom. They need to develop their own discipline and responsibly for 
latter in life.   

The point I’m trying to make here is that while the school could regu-
late phones during breaks, phone use during class is far more of an issue. 
Letting students use their phones during breaks but not class would provide 
a balance between letting students experiment with maturity and structure.  
-Konur Onufer

Phone policy is wrong Letters to the Editor

Students respond to policyThe Willis Hall Herald conducted a Google forms survey that more 
than 110 students took from Oct. 28-30 that was centered around 
the recently implemented no cell phone policy. This was brung 

about by our former head of school Dr.Proctor. It was put in place in order 
to better the communication between the students and their peers as well 
as increase concentration in classes. However most students are against the 
policy which is portrayed in the data below
The results convey that 58.3% of students believe that the cell phone policy 
is unreasonable; 40% of students use their computers to communicate with 
family and friends during class time; While 40% of students voted neutral 
on trying not to use their phones during the day, 30% of students voted 
that they do try to use their phones during the school day moreover, just 
over 70% of students have never had their phones taken. While the original 
impetus of the cell phone policy was to better our communication with 
our peers, 56.5% of students voted that the cell phone policy has lacked in 
bettering our communication skills with our peers and teachers.
Most of the students are against the phone policy for the following reasons: 
The cell phone policy rids us of responsibility, makes us sneakier, phones are 
used for communication throughout the day and simply does not reach its 
intended goal. “I would be respectful of what the teacher asks and wouldn’t 
use it if they didn’t want to. I also don’t think that it changes my social life 
very much or at all. It doesn’t make me more inclined to talk to people 
when I’m not allowed on my phone.”
As a potential solution, It has been proposed several times by us students 
that instead of taking our phones for the whole day, they should be banned 
in the classrooms and during class time but we should be granted access to 
them during break and lunch. It would be a good compromise seeing as it 
will reduce our school screen time but also allow us to use them during the 
moments when we don’t have school work.
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The phone policy does not make sense on a practical or theoretical 
level. Supposedly, the idea is that they want us to be talking to each 
other when we are not in class, however, generally when we are 

not talking to each other outside of class it is because we are working on 
homework. Also, a lot of the time when we would have been on our phones 
before, we were not supposed to be talking to each other anyways. Finally, 
the rule where we cannot even get our phones out to just plug them in is 
totally illogical. We are not using them to plug them in, and it is important 
that they are charged after school when we do need them.
-- Jamey Davis

I feel like the phone policy makes kids more sneaky & everyone just uses 
their phones without teachers knowing. I also feel that a lot of students 
use their phones to do school work so taking them away is hard. The 

goal of the school is to get students to interact more which has worked in 
some regard, but most of the things students talk about they find on their 
phones so we just sit there in silence. In my opinion nothing has changed 
with this new policy. I do agree with the fact of if you are on your phone in 
class it should be taken, but during break and lunch I feel like it is pointless. 
- Ava Dalaski

I think its worked very well. Less phones has allowed us to become a 
better community through more interactions with each other. 
- Peter Krzeminski

The no cell phone rule is necessary since it goes without saying that 
using a phone while you should be paying attention in class can be 
disruptive and distracting. Due to the importance of this rule, it 

must be effectively enforced. For example, removing cell phones entirely 
from the school day may cause students to feel as though they are giving 
up a lot of freedom, which encourages sneaky behavior. Additionally, the 
immediate consequences of having your phone taken away without the 
opportunity for a second chance may lead students and teachers to mistrust 
each other. 
-Anne-Marie Sloan

The most intriguing part of the ban on cellphones in the upper school 
is that the claims on which it is based perpetuate the idea that 
every negative thing in a teenager’s life is caused by the presence of 

cellphones in their lives.
I’m sure we as students have all heard something along the lines of ‘it’s 

because of that darn phone,’ or ‘Well maybe if you weren’t on your phone 
so much, x wouldn’t happen.’ This is said because it is so much easier to 
blame some feelings or instances on the tiny piece of technology in your 
hand, than to unpack why something is actually happening.

It’s redundant to complain about the new policy, I know. However it’s not 
the ban of phones that troubles me the most, I am able to understand that 
technology as a whole is not good for the development of adolescent brains. 
It’s the fact that every possible explanation for why the ban on phones is in 
place was because it was a ‘it’s because of that darn phone’ claim.

An ‘it’s because of that darn phone’ claim (as defined by me) is a claim in 
which one makes in order to imply that something going on is because of 
‘that darn phone’ and does not consider that the retreat to a phone could be 
caused by something completely different. 

For example, the school’s most popular reason for banning cellphones 
is because they want the student body to talk to each other, and not to be 
antisocial and consumed in their phones. 

Putting phones aside, let’s consider why a student may not be interacting 
with another student on any given day.

Maybe that student just flunked a quiz, and doesn’t want to talk to any-
one for a couple of minutes. Maybe that student has been having a really 
hard time recently, and doesn’t have the energy to put on a smile for their 
peers. Maybe that student is under-stimulated, and needs a minute to play a 
silly game on their phone. Or maybe, that student just doesn’t want to talk 
to the people around them.

Yes, there are some students who pull out their phones to scroll through 
Instagram when they could be talking to their friends who are right in front 
of them, but that one student who is needlessly using their phone does not 
represent the entire student body. 

I would also argue that our student body is incredibly interactive with 
each other. We chat with each other during sports, we have an incredible 
amount of interest clubs that students actively participate in, and there is no 
lack of cross talking between class changes or in the classes themselves. 

Another very common idea that has been brought up is the link between 
social media and teenage mental health. However a 2020 report called 
“Tweens, Teens, Tech & Mental Health” by Common Sense and Candice 
Ogders, a professor of psychological science, says that any identified associa-
tions between social media and mental health are too small, and therefore it 
is difficult to distinguish between cause and effect.

UCI School of Ecology summarized Ogders’ point. “The claim that screen 
time and social media use is a cause of mental health outcomes is uncertain, 
and identified associations are small, accounting for less than 1% of the 
differences between adolescents, and offer no way to separate cause from ef-
fect,” the articled surmised. “This is because mental health disorders emerge 
from a complex set of social, genetic, and experiential factors, which have 
varying influence across development and situations.” 

To offer concrete scientific evidence on why phones and social media are 
damaging teens (and society as a whole) would have sufficed. The school 
could have left us with a study by a credible scientist or a quote from a 
health organization. Instead chosen claims are ones that perpetuate the idea 
that every feeling or situation that teenagers experience is a reflection of 

how phone obsessed they are. 
To have a community that talks to each other, it is not necessary to simply 
bring the hammer down, but to have productive conversations with each 
other, that do not just indulge the point of view of adults. Teenagers have 
thoughts and feelings, sometimes phones are simply a mirror of what an 
individual is feeling, and that’s what we should be talking about.
- Helen Hertz
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DEAN! Chris Brandon, the French teacher and newly 
named Dean of Academics wore a t-shirt in French for 
Small World Thursday. He explained that on his shirt 
is a French joke; one, two, three, four in French is un, 
deux, trois, quatre. Quatre and cat in French are ho-
mophones. Brandon was one of the many teachers who 
dressed up at school. Spirit Week was fun for him. “I 
have seen some wonderful outfits,” he said, “some very 
creative ones.” Brandon sees himself as a resource for 
students who are struggling academically. Photo and 
caption by Nhi Le

Le nouveau doy-
en académique

Belderes and Alexander 
enforce cellphone policy

Stephen Alexander is known as a highly success-
ful football coach, having won two state champi-
onships, multiple conference championships and 
just recorded his 100th win at NCS. 

He also ran the dormitory for the first five years, 
but when resigning from the position, he was left 
with a difficult choice. Dr. Proctor, the former 
headmaster of North Cross, talked to him about 
the job of dean of students.

Alexander grew up with a family that valued 
athletics, so he became good at sports, particularly 
football and lacrosse.

“My greatest influence in athletics was my fa-
ther,” Alexander said in an email. “He was a teach-
er and a coach of many sports, and I followed in 
his footsteps in many ways.”

This is his 13th season coaching football at 
North Cross.

“He pushes us pretty hard in practice,” said Jus-
tin Jones ‘26, “and you know he is a good coach.”

He grew up in Western Pennsylvania where 
football is a very popular sport. That was one of 

the things that influenced him to stay because he 
wanted to continue coaching the group of seniors 
for their last football season. He also wanted to 
stay in Roanoke for his family because he enjoys it 
here. Ultimately those were the reasons that made 
him stay and have the job of dean of students.

In that time he always aspires to do the best of 
his capacities and understands the significance of 
each and everyone of his roles at North Cross. 
“I always circle back to this when I think of Mr. 
Alexander, ‘’ said Upper School Director Stephen 
Belderes. “He always says the phrase, ‘be better.’ 
It’s his motivation and hard work that got him to 
where he is now.”

“I think he does an amazingly good job in man-
aging our student body, everything from to if 
you’re wearing a belt or if you’re wearing a blue 
blazer, just follow the rules,” said Belderes. “He 
holds everyone accountable, as fairly and equita-
bly as possible.”

The thing that Alexander dislikes about his new 
job as Dean of Students is that he has to police 
students about the dress code and the new cell 

By Aadeetri Pandey

“I believe North Cross is 
full of talented young peo-
ple . . . a fun atmosphere 

in which to work.”
- Stephen Alexander

Staff article
Stephen Belderes, Director of Upper School, has 

made many changes to North Cross. One of them 
is the cell phone policy. The action that led to the 
idea was when he was giving a tour of the upper 
school to some parents. Students were all sitting 
on their phones not interacting with each other. 
He wanted students to talk to each other and cre-
ate a pleasant atmosphere. According to Belderes, 
the policy was originally created under the super-
vision of the previous headmaster Dr. Proctor, but 
it started to take effect in the beginning of head-
master Lemon first year,

“I have seen a cultural change or a cultural shift,” 

Belderes said. “I don't see nearly as many folks 
buried in their phones.” 

As of the fourth week of school 40 phones 
had been confiscated. That's an average of three 
phones a day.

Belderes has been at North Cross for over 17 
years; he started as a math teacher and lacrosse 
coach. He taught in classroom number 10 for at 
least 11 years. Then he became the math depart-
ment chair. When he got promoted to dean of stu-
dents he had to step down as a lacrosse coach and 
teacher. Now he is the head of the upper school 
and only teaches one class, AP Calculus BC. He 
refers to it as his “oasis.” 

Coach becomes Dean Alexander

ENGAGED:
Upper School Direc-
tor Stephen Belderes 
discusses element 
of his job with the 
Willis Hall Herald 
staff in September. 
Journalism students 
use their phones 
in class to record 
interviews and take 
photographs. Photo 
by Robert Robillard

phone policy. He understands the importance of 
the policies. 

“I think it has been a good start to the school 
year, “Alexander said in an email. “I hope our best 
days are ahead of us.”

The part of the job he enjoys the most is inter-
acting with students. 

“I believe North Cross is full of talented young 
people with such a wide array of interests,” Alex-
ander said in an email. “That  is a fun atmosphere 
in which to work.”
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By Massoki Maka
 

After having lived in sunny, fun and bustling San Francisco, our new coun-
selor picked up her life and moved to Roanoke, Virginia where she is current-
ly raising her four kids: Luke (12), Claire (10), and Grant and Camille (7) 
while working in North Cross School.

“I’m very excited about Cocowitch,” said 
Anne-Marie Sloan ‘24. “She’s very nice and very 
good to talk to if you need something. I think 
she’s a she’s a great addition to the school.” 

Upper School Director Stephen Belderes ampli-
fied the compliment.  

“Ms. Cocowitch very simply put makes our 
community better,” he said. “Her level of profes-
sionalism and relatability towards our students are 
perfectly meshed. She is an asset in every way in 
our community. She has established herself as an 
essential member of our community.” 

Why did you choose to move from San Fran-
cisco?

In January 2005 I was living in San Francisco 
and working as an Academic Advisor at The Art 
Institute. I went on a trip to New Orleans with 
some of my friends from college and I met my 
husband Matt there. We hit it off and exchanged 
phone numbers and started talking on the phone 
regularly after that trip, which turned into a long distance relationship be-
tween Virginia and California. Professionally, I knew at that point that I 
wanted to get an advanced degree to become a mental health counselor. 
Matt went to Virginia Tech and loved it there, so I applied to their Mas-
ter’s in Counseling program. I moved 
to Roanoke in July 2007 to start that 
program and to take a “leap of faith” 
to see if my relationship with Matt 
would work out. I had a feeling that 
it would and I was right! We got mar-
ried in October 2008 and have four 
children: Luke (12), Claire (10), and 
Grant and Camille (7).

Why North Cross?
Honestly, my oldest son led me to 

North Cross. We have always heard 
good things about NCS, but didn’t 
really see a need for it until he had a 
hard time in 6th grade and needed a 
different environment. It just hap-
pened to work out that the Upper and Middle School Counselor position 
became available at the same time that we were considering sending Luke 
here. He is now in 7th grade and very happy. I don’t regret the decision at all; 
North Cross is a wonderful place and I’m enjoying getting to know everyone.

“I’m very excited about Cocowitch,” said Anne-Marie Sloan ‘24. “She’s very 
nice and very good to talk to if you need something. I think she’s a great 
addition to the school.” 

 Upper School Director Stephen Belderes amplified the compliment. “Ms. 
Cocowitch very simply put makes our community better,” he said. “Her lev-

el of professionalism and relatability towards our 
students are perfectly meshed. She is an asset in 
every way in our community. She has established 
herself as an essential member of our community.” 

If you could move anywhere in the world, 
where would you go?

Probably back to San Francisco. While I really 
do love it here in Roanoke and think it is a great 
place to raise a family, nothing compares to the 
Bay Area in my opinion. The city is gorgeous and 
there’s so much to do. I miss living by the water, 
being closer to my college friends (I went to UC 
Berkeley), and I miss the restaurants. I also loved 
how easy it was to drive to beautiful places like 
Napa, Lake Tahoe, and Yosemite

Why do you want to work with kids and teen-
agers?

I like working with children and adolescents be-
cause it’s such a critical time in life when lots of 
formative moments happen. A formative moment 

is an experience that has a lasting impact on a person because they attach a 
significant meaning to it about themselves. Teenagers especially need positive 
and supportive adults (other than their parents) to help them see challeng-
es and set-backs as good parts of their “life story,” which build character, 

strength, and resilience instead of 
seeing it as a personal flaw or failure. 
There’s so much positive influence you 
can have on their self-esteem, identity 
and personality; it’s very rewarding. 
Plus, I love the energy and humor that 
students have! Coming to work here is 
never boring.

 
What are some of your long term 

goals?
My long-term goals on a personal 

level are to be a  good Mom to my four 
children, to be healthy and active, and 
to make sure the people I care about 
know how much they mean to me. 
On a professional level, I’d like to be 

seen as a trusted and helpful resource to the North Cross community, to 
combat the stigma that still exists around getting mental health support, and 
to maybe write a book one day. We’ll see!

Sarah Cocowitch helps guide students

“
Ms. Cocowitch very simply put makes 
our community better,” he said. “Her 
level of professionalism and relatabil-
ity towards our students are perfectly 

meshed. She is an asset in every way in our 
community. She has established herself as 
an essential member of our community.” 
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Armistead Lemon recently took over as the Head of 
School and sat for an interview for Journalism class. 

Accomplished for being the first female head of 
North Cross School, Lemon exemplifies leader-
ship qualities. Although she wore muted colors, 
her shining smile and kind spirit shone through.

Lemon reflected on the many changes she 
has seen since the time she attended in the 
early ‘90s. Lemon seems to lead with pride, 
humility and tenderness as she sees the differ-
ence she can make. She hopes to make the school a 
better place and integrate more diversity.

“To be the Head of the School is the 
greatest honor of my life,” she said. 

Known as Ms. Lemon to students, 
she graduated with the class of ‘95. 
She worked as an English teacher 
and Director of the Upper School 
at Harpeth Hall before coming 
back to North Cross. She has two 
sons now attending the Lower 
School, Henry ‘33 and James ‘35. 

As a leader, she enjoys collaborat-
ing with others. She views collabora-
tion as the key to success.

“I think being a collaborator is import-
ant,” she said. “There are so many smart 
people and there are so many ways of ap-
proaching something. You want to 
get all the smart people around you to 
help you make good decisions.”

 “The work is never done.”
 
What has changed?
“Aesthetics matter to me, space really matters to me. North Cross is beauti-
ful and I love that. To be able to come back and see this place so beautiful is 
really meaningful. There has been an investment made in the students and 
the programs.”
 
What does it mean to be Head of 
School?
“It is the greatest honor of my life. 
Honestly, I love this place and have 
such a debt of gratitude to the facul-
ty, to the staff, to the leadership, to 
the parents.”
 
What makes you different?
“I’m a listener and a collaborator.”
 
What makes a good leader?
“Every day there’s something new, something you did not see coming. You 
have to be able to roll with it, laugh at yourself and laugh and have fun with 
others. You have to be willing to not always be liked all the time because 
you have to make tough decisions and not everybody is happy with those. 

New Head of School meets with Herald staff
But you have to try to do the right thing and sometimes make the 
hard decisions. I think being a listener is probably the number one 

thing, just being able to listen and really get a sense of what’s im-
portant. What are people trying to tell you? What’s not being 
said? You need to be asking questions. So, I think listening is 
key. There are just so many things, but being a collaborator.”
 
What is your [long term] goal for North Cross?
“The most important thing is that North Cross endures. I 
feel so fortunate to have been to school here in the ‘90s. I’m 
so glad to be back. My children are in the Lower School, but 

I would want you all to send your children here someday. So, 
my goal is for (the school) to be always on an upward tra-

jectory, but even more importantly to be sustainable 
and to endure.”

 
What are your [short term] goals at NCS?

“One of them is to get to know every-
body in the community and really have 
conversations and listen. I’m trying to 
be really careful and respectful of what 
has happened before. So, there’s no one 
major change. … I’ve been thinking a 
lot about professional development for 
the faculty, support for the faculty and 
just making sure that we’re continuing 
to invest in our faculty. That’s really 
top of mind for me. I also think a lot 
about the programming that you all 
get to participate in -- it’s pretty awe-
some. I know that travel is a big part. 
And if that’s going to be a big part, 
I’d love for everybody to be able to 

travel. It’s a real financial commitment to do that. So how could we create a 
program where anybody who wanted to travel could do that? I am thinking 
about expanding opportunities for all of you, and really continuing to 
invest in our teachers. Those are two things that are at the top of my mind.”
 
Do any of your future plans for North Cross focus on diversity or peo-
ple of color?

“I hear people refer to North Cross as 
‘home’ a lot and I want that for every 
student, that sense of belonging, that 
this is a place where you want to be, 
a place you want to come home to. 
Those of you who are boarding are 
here all the time, right? And those 
who are day students, many of you 
spend more time here than you do 
with your families because of sports. 

So, it is a kind of home, and it’s important to me that everybody who’s here 
feels that sense of belonging.”

Where did you go shopping when you were a student?
Lemon and her friends would go to Charlottesville or Greensboro to look 
for more fashion options.

Staff article

ENJOYING THE MOMENT: Lemon laughs recounting the difficulty of running 
the Take-the-Hill 5k race, run on the NCS cross-country course. Photo by Eason Zhou

“I hope we never totally hit our peak. 
On the one hand, I hope it’s always like 
this. We certainly are in a fabulous spot. 

On the other, I hope it’s like infinity 
and it just keeps going.”
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TARHEEL TEACHER: This is Dr. Britton Andrews 
‘02, Thematic Literature teacher. For spirit week, he chose 
to wear his University of North Carolina t-shirt to cele-
brate our jersey day. He went to the University of North 
Carolina and that is the shirt rejoicing the championship 
they won in basketball in 2017l. Dr. Andrews is a big 
fan of the team. The shirt makes him think about all the 
good times he had watching sports with his family and all 
the times he has gone to UNC games as well. Photo and 
caption by Dat Bui

TRUST GAME: Dr. Andrews catches his daughter as she jumps off the rock as they enjoyed the fall day and the foot-
ball game. Below left is his senior portrait from 2002. Andrews played tennis in his high school years.

Andrews re-
turns home 
after 20 years

“
A good tecacher     A good tecacher     
is a good learner.”is a good learner.”

As a high schooler, he went 
to four foreign countries 
and different places with 
NCS facutly and friends

By Nhi Le
A new literature teacher visited  Europe a cou-

ple of times when he was still a student at North 
Cross School. The school gave him opportunities 
to go to four countries, including Italy, France, 
Spain and Greece. Now 
he has returned.

Britton Andrews, a 
new literature teacher at 
North Cross School, was 
a student in NCS for 
14 years. Before moving 
back to Roanoke, Dr. 
Andrews used to live in 
Washington with his 
wife. Beside being a literature teacher he is also 
a father of a 2-year-old daughter. Aside, he was 
inspired to play football, tennis, and basketball  
from his parents, who were both college athletes.

“A good teacher is a good learner,” Dr. Andrews 
said. “If I want to help my students learn my 
subject, then I have to learn about and from 
my students constantly.”

Teaching has motivated and 
interested Britton more than ever. 
Even more than doing research and 
writing. He does not see a  teacher 
as a Master of that subject but as 
a learner. Having classes is one 
of his best experiences. He has a 
B.A in Communication Studies 
at University of North Carolina. 
Furthermore, he also has  M.F.A in 
Creative Writing at Western Wash-
ington University. Finally, he 
achieved a Ph.D degree 
in English Studies from 
University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette. Surprising-
ly, he also got the Upper 

School Math Awards at 
NCS.

“This school was my sec-
ond home growing up,” 
Andrews said, “and I was 
ready to come home.” 

It is delightful for Dr. 
Andrews to know that 
NCS still has a spot for 

him. Not only him but his whole family had 
lived along with the school. His dad worked 
for the school for a long time. All of his siblings 
graduated from NCS.  

“She truly cared about me more than I cared 
about myself.”Britton shared “I’ve never 

forgotten it.”
Ms.Burt-Kinderman, who used 
to teach Calculus at NCS, is one 

of his most memorable teach-
ers. She never stopped believ-
ing in Britton. She also one of 
the character whom inspired 
him to become a teacher.
 “I have been impressed by 

his dedication to his classes and 
how hard he works,” said Lance 

Odom, Dr. Andrews’s co-worker. 
“Dr Andrew’s is a wonderful col-

league and fantastic to work with.”
“He has a great disposition 

to be a very effective 
teacher,”Mr.Kier said. 
“Dr.Andrews is very 
gracious.”

Andrews not only got the love from his 
co-workers but also his dear students.

“He doesn’t leave people behind. He tried to 
carry everyone as the lesson was going on,” said 
Indira Weed ’25. “I really like his style of teach-
ing and the discussions he makes.”
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Tatum Vega was always interested in math and 
grew up being really good at it, so she started with 
a math major in college. Eventually, she switched 
to being a chemistry major, because she really likes 
the contracts behind chemistry and thinking skills 
involved. And now she is teaching those subjects 
because she has a chemistry degree and really en-
joys math.

“I always looked up to my teachers growing up,” 
Vega said, “and in high 
school I really started 
thinking and pictured 
myself being a teacher.”

Vega is a new teach-
er from the Orange 
state—-Florida. She 
joined the NCS family 
as a chemistry and math teacher. Specifically Vega 
comes from Gainesville, where she attended the 
University of Florida.

“I could really see myself doing this. It seems 
like something I want to do. Especially when I was 
in my senior year in high school because I had a 
teacher I really really liked. He was my chemistry 

teacher, he drove me to [study] chemistry and I 
kind of realized how much teachers have impacted 
on students and I want my life to do that.” 

That is how she knew wanted to be a teacher. 
Living in the dorm right now with internation-

al students, she not only works for NCS but also 
works for the dorm. The reason why she chose to 
become a teacher at NCS, is because Roanoke is 
so pretty in fall and everybody was super welcom-
ing and nice to her when she came for the first 

time. 
Vega did not spend her 

whole life doing chem-
istry experiments and 
solving math problems.

“I was a competitive 
cheerleader for over sev-
en years,” said Vega. “I 

quit in high school and I did sideline cheer for the 
football team at my high school, which I didn’t 
like as much as  competitive cheerleading, then I 
did diving for one semester, which was cool.”

In her freetime, she  plays guitar and really likes 
to draw. Before becoming a teacher, she taught 
herself to play ukulele. 

Tatum Vega brings Florida 
vibes to math, science, dorm

‘Schu’ teaches 
Comp Sci, will 
coach baseball

MARMAN: ‘Schu’ dressed in his college baseball uni-
form during Spirit Week. Photo by Robert Robillard

By Eason Zhou

DYNAMIC DUO: Zoe Mullins and Tatum Vega paired up for Spirit Week’s duo day. Photo by  Sarah Sledd

Dylan Schumacher was ready for jersey day. 
When most students and faculty wear a jersey 
they bought representing their favorite team or 
player, “Schu”, as his students know him, wore the 
uniform he wore for four years in college.

Schumacher earned his degree in computer sci-
ence from Virginia Wesleyan University

“Mr. Shoe is a very, very nice teacher,” said Tyler 
Bloomfield ‘26. “He helps me with my assign-
ments when I can’t complete them properly, and 
he explains what to do before giving a project. I 
love talking about baseball and other sports with 
him.” 

“I always looked up to 
my teachers growing up,” 

Vega said.

Staff article
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Georgia twin teaches English and Govt.

TWICE LIKE BRICE: Brett Odom’s twin brother Brice had students doing a double 
take when he visited classes in October. Brice teaches English and history in Georgia. 
Photo by Robert Robillard

By Dat Bui

Brett Odom teaches U.S. Govern-
ment and British Literature and just 
joined our North Cross communi-
ty. He was born in Georgia and has 
been teaching college students for a 
long time. Heading to his new des-
tination, Odom looks forward to a 
successful and flourishing year.

“Since I was 5, I have always want-
ed to be a teacher,” Odom said. ”It 
was my teachers from elementary 
school to high school and then col-
lege. They were my biggest influence 
on what I am doing.” 

Odom earned his Bachelor’s de-
gree from Mercer University and his 
Master’s degree from the University 
of Georgia. He is kind and willing to 
help other people. In his spare time, 
he enjoys going to coffee shops, 
reading good books, and riding his 
bike. 

“I love reading books and exercis-
ing in my free time,” he said. “I feel 
like doing such beneficial activities 
like that help me strengthen my 

health, balance my diet, and guide 
me to a more healthy lifestyle.”

Odom can be seen in the CAC 
spin room with Mistie Dickenson 
leading the group.

He is always busy and enthusiastic 
about his job. He dedicated his time 
grading and preparing the most suf-
ficient lessons to his students. “That 
is probably why I only sleep 4 to 6 
hours a night,” Odom said. 

“Mr. Odom is very nice and kind 
to me,” said Jiale Qin ‘26. “He is al-
ways open for students to ask ques-
tions and any help. Every time I have 
any questions or any homework that 
is difficult, he tries his best to explain 
and help me do it in the most under-
standable way. He even let me bor-
row a tie for the formal dress day.”

“Since I was 5, I 
have always want-
ed to be a teacher,” 

Odom said.

Costello brings Chorale 
to Homecoming Game

OH SAY CAN YOU SEE! New Chorale teacher Thomas Costello had his students 
sing the National Anthem before the Homecoming Game. Costello studied voice at the 
South Carolina School of the Arts at Anderson University. He sometimes commutes by 
bicycle to school. Photo by Robert Robillard

Mullins 
teaches 
Spanish
By Rowan Anderson

Zoe Mullins graduated from Wofford 
University in May, got the offer to 
teach in June and arrived in Roanoke 
in August to live in the dorm and teach 
Spanish at school.
She loves to travel, especially to Ecua-

dor, so Spanish became her passion.
Her brother inspired her to teach be-

cause he was a gym teacher for an elemen-
tary school and she said that working with 
children appealed to her.
Jumping into the job felt stressful, but 

connecting with people is her favorite part, 
and it makes it a lot easier for her to keep 

pushing even when the teaching overwhelms 
her. When she gets downtime, she listens to 
Bad Bunny or indie pop and tours the market 
downtown to see what’s going on.
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SPIRIT: Above: Ashton Shannon loses his apple briefly before winning the bobbing-for-apples contest during the Fall 
Festival. 

Top: Upper School Director Stephen Belderes watches Selden Burns ‘24 and Vivian Pickeral for cues on dancing to the 
Wobble Wobble Turkey Gobble song. 

Right: Isabelle Aujla encourages parents in the Lower School carpool lanes to support peace, an activity sponsored by the 
DEI Club. 
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Aura doesn’t know just why Calliope infu-
riates her. Everyone else appears to have 
no problem with her. Was Ruby right? 

Was she truly jealous of her? She undoubtedly 
felt something, but it wasn’t jealousy. No, she felt 
as if something had been taken away from her. 
Something exceptionally significant to her, but 
she doesn’t understand what the strange emotion 
is nonetheless. 

Calliope was your typical new student. She was 
nice to everyone and just looking for the right 
group of friends. Aura had seen Calliope in the 
halls then quickly forgot about her. They had 
officially met when Aura’s friends introduced the 
two. Calliope was like invisible ink. You know 
it’s there though you can’t see it. Hhowever, once 
it is brought to the light, you can never miss it 
again. 

 At first Aura really enjoyed Calliope’s company. 
She was fun and she was someone new with a 
whole life that Aura didn’t know about. When all 
seemed well, that’s when it first started. 

Aura and Ruby, Aura’s best friend since kin-
dergarten, were strolling and chatting down the 
hallway. They encounter Calliope down the hall. 
Aura greets her with a smile. Calliope is excitedly 
gabbing about something. Aura notices she is 
wearing a vintage skirt that looks incredibly close 
to the one her grandma gave her. They were 
just speaking about it the other day. Aura even 
showed her a picture of it. She thinks nothing 
of it, and even says they should both wear theirs 
on the same day so they can match. A week or 
so later Calliope is wearing the same shade of lip 
gloss Aura always wears. It was a bright red, very 
common among girls their age. It bewildered her 

“Why would I want to be like you?”“Why would I want to be like you?”

‘Twas the night before Halloween in room 12 and Ms. Hannah Ewing 
the only person in the building. No windows, just an activ-board and 
18 empty desks. The room filled with nightmares, horror and a big scary 

clown that Ms. Ewing did not know about all bundled up right under her 
feet at her desk. She sat there grading papers long into the night and she 
thought she kept hearing weird noises, but did not think anything of it. As 
a loud bang went off in what sounded like the across from her, she stood 
up, dashed across the room, out the door and there sat a brown golden 
retriever.

“Oh how precious,” the teacher thought, but what she didn’t know was 
that this dog was going to be her nightmare for years to come. She picked 
the dog up and went back into her room to start grading papers again. 
When she looked into her room her rolly chair spun around her and she got 
nervous. As she got closer, the clown spun around in her chair and Ewing 
let out a loud scream that people from North Dakota could have heard. She 
sprinted out of the classroom chucking the dog to the floor.

The clown was chasing after her and she was nearing the end of the 
hallway about to leave the school when she realized she was trapped. The 
door was chain-locked shut and she had no way out. She started to cry and 
scream for help, but quickly realized she had to do something about this. 
So when the clown got close to her she threw a quick one-two punch to 
his stomach and dashed to the other side of the school. She made it to the 
other side of the school where she was joined by six friends of the clown. 
Ewing was trapped.

She almost gave up until she thought about her students. She couldn’t 
let her students down. She went into the student center where she found a 
pocket knife. She stabbed the six friends the clown had brought and they 
were dead and gone. It was just her and the leader of the clown group. She 
knew her students would be there for her so she sent out an email that went 
out to all of her classes.

Every student checked their email and dashed out of their houses sprint-

ing to the school. The teacher hid in the bathroom until she heard her 
students’ footsteps. She ran out of the bathroom and led her students to 
where the clown was. They all teamed up and jumped the clown and then 
they all went home and had a lovely Halloween party at Ms. Ewing’s house. 
They all lived happily ever after and Mrs. Ewing loved her students so much 
and was so thankful for them that she gave them all an A+. 

The night before Halloween in room 12The night before Halloween in room 12
By Tristan Lange

One fall afternoon Rabia was talking 
with her friends Nhi and Massoki. 
They wanted to do something fun and 

memorable because Massoki would be leaving 
NCS that coming year since she is a senior. So 
they decided that they would go on a camping 
trip in the cool fall weather. Little did they know 
that camping trip would be like no other. They 
decided they would meet at the dorm since Mas-
soki and Nhi were already there and since that 
is where they live. After meeting at the dorm, 
they took an Uber to Wilderness Adventure at 
Eagle Landing. When they got in the Uber the 
driver seemed suspicious because he didn’t look 
up from the steering wheel or ask them where 
they were going –, almost like he had already 
known.                 
      

Uber werewolf
By Rabia Ferron

By Aadeetri Pandey

Read the complete story and more scary stories on willishallherald.org



SPIRIT WEEKmonday

tuesday

wednesdaypage 10

SHAQ IS BACK: On jersey day, Josh Miao ‘25 wears 
a Shaqille O’Neal  jersey. The Orlando Magic was Shaq’s 
first team in the NBA. This jersey was made in 1990. 
Miao might play basketball, but he ran for the cross coun-
try team in the fall. He dropped his 5k time from 27 to 21 
minutes. Caption and photo by Jiale Qin

BMOC: Moritz Schmoranzer ‘23 and Jack 
Formato ‘23, try to resemble their coaches Ben-
nett Dorton ‘19 and Brett Jones ‘14 by stuff-
ing their shirts full of padding.Photo by Eason 
Zhou

CHANGEUP: Ashton Shannon ‘24 shows Rraider spirit 
by dressing up in his full baseball outfit complete with base-
ball cap. He ends the interview with “go Raiders’’ with a lot 
of enthusiasm. Dressing up as a baseball player gave him 
an opportunity to both participate in spirit week and get a 
changeup in clothing from the usual boring uniform. Photo 
and caption by Tristan Lange

Left: Henry Lugar arrives on celebrity day as Indiana Jones. 
Photo by Eason Zhou

CALLING DR. SUESS: Xavier Mitchell and Ashton 
Shannon bring out their inner Cat and Thing on duo day. 
Photo by Eason Zhou
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FORMAL SPIRIT: From left: Maeve Parker, Lucy Paige Ellett, Izzy Snyder, Abigail Landry, Anna Ciccozi, 
Anne Bradley Cullen, Maggie Bibby (missing Rabia Ferron) from Head of School Armistead Lemon’s advisory pause 
before her investiture ceremony.The ceremony was held on the Friday of Spirit Week, so students were in formal dress. 
Photo by Robert Robillard 

friday

After her investiture earlier in the day, Armistead Lemon took part in 
the Homecoming Parade in a horse-drawn carriage. Photo by Sarah 
Sledd

SPIRIT: Upper left: Ninth and 10th graders celebrate Ava Dalaski’s touch-
down in the PowderPuff game. 

Above: Jack Bohr, Evie Eagan, Isabelle Onufer, Kalani Weed and Matt 
Landry bathe in the red glow at Hidden Valley Country Club during the 
Homecoming Dance. Photo by Sarah Sledd 

Left: Denzel Murufu and Flavia Daniels are crowned King and Queen of the 
Homecoming Court. Photo by Sarah Sledd
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Kramar comes east 
to play elite lacrosse

The reason why Lacrosse goalie 
Andrew Kramar  decided to go to 
North Cross was for him to play on 
the East Coast, and hopefully win 
a state championship with North 
Cross. 

Another reason for his transfer is 
Kramar believes that playing on the 
east coast will increase his chances of 
playing Division I 
lacrosse in college.

Kramar, ‘24, 
grew up in Liver-
more, California, 
where he played 
at Livermore 
High. Andrew ad-
mits to sitting the 
first four games 
of his high school 
career.  Soon after 
he ended up tak-
ing the starting 
job of junior goal-
ie. The next year 
he was elected as one of the three 
captains , and holds the all time save 
record at his old high school. 

Kramar started playing lacrosse 
in seventh grade, He states he 
started playing because one of his 
best friends started playing along-
side with a coach he respected very 
much. He sees himself ending up 
at the Division I level for lacrosse, 
and he states that in an ideal world 
he will play professional lacrosse. 
Andrew is not currently playing any 
other sports. When he grows up he 
wants to do freelance mechanical 
engineering, alongside playing pro-

fessional lacrosse.
Kramar was recruited for his per-

formance at a lacrosse tournament 
in Pennsylvania and ended up find-
ing out about North Cross through 
his current North Cross coach Chris 
Pollock. Kramar’s  favorite lacrosse 
player goes by the name of Kyle Ber-
nlohr, who is a goalie who plays pro-
fessional lacrosse in Maryland Terra-

pin and is part of 
the Premier La-
crosse League and 
is named head 
coach of Ignatius 
High School.

A quote he goes 
by to keep going 
is “you are not 
the best.” Andrew 
states this quote 
was told to him 
by his late coach 
Jack Wojuski. 
This is one of 
Andrew’s favorite 

quotes, because it was something a 
coach said to him when he was play-
ing well. He claims this is the saying 
that brings him down to earth, and 
keeps him pushing towards his goal 
of  being the best at what he does. 
Lacrosse is what makes him get up in 
the morning. Andrew says without it 
he would have no motivation to do 
anything.

What does lacrosse mean to An-
drew?  Andrew states lacrosse is ev-
erything to him.

“[Being goalie] is the one constant 
that never changes,” he said. “It’s al-
ways just you and the field.” 

“[Being goalie and 
playing lacrosse] is 
the one constant 

that never chang-
es,” he said. “It’s 
always just you 
and the field.” 

By Didi Dibetle

Goalie will fill empty net 
left by the graduation of 
Hayden Burns

READY FOR BATTLE: This is Jackson Rooney sporting a Dennis Rodman style 
hair in his first year playing football. A fun fact is that both of his parents are princi-
pals at two elementary schools. Photo by Aaron Jones  Illustration by Eason Zhou

HE’S GOT YOUR BACK: Andrew Kramar plays goalie for Livermore High School 
in California, where lacrosse is much less popular than it is on the East Coast.

By Brock Miles
When Jackson Rooney ‘25 

showed up for summer football 
practice, he wore his hair in a 
way similar to former NBA great 
Dennis Rodman. Thus, like Rod-
man, Rooney’s nickname became 
“Worm.”

This is his first year at North 
Cross. He came from Patrick 
Henry. This is his first year play-

Rooney transfers from PH to plays sports

ing football as well. Although he 
has played many other sports too. 
Some of these include basketball 
and swimming.

Rooney said that playing football 
is a good way to meet people.

He dreams of playing tight end, 
but for now he is learning to play 
offensive and defensive line posi-
tions. He is listed as 6-foot-1 and 
185 pounds.
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Corliss arrives 
from Hidden 
Valley to help 
volleyball team

This is Julia Corliss’s first year at North Cross 
School and she likes it a lot. Her favorite subject 
is science and her favorite teacher is Dr. Andrews. 
Her favorite sport is volleyball, 
which she has been playing for 
seven years now.  

Corliss was born on Sept. 
18, 2006 in Carmel, Indiana, 
but spent little of her life liv-
ing there. She is now 16 years 
old and a sophomore. She had 
been at Hidden Valley High 
School. She has one older 
brother who is now in college. 

“Julia is a really good player 
and she is a great leader,” ac-
cording to Ava Dalaski. “In 
games she always stepped up 
and did whatever the coach 
needed her to do. She was al-
ways good at keeping the team energy up and get-
ting us pumped up before games.” 

Julia’s favorite thing to do on the weekends is 

hang out with her friends. Her best friends at 
North Cross are: Ava Dalaski, Cate Cook, Dajah 
Garrison, Nadia Hosny, Jackson Rooney and Teea 
Hash. 

She also really enjoys going to the lake where 
she spends a lot of her 
free time. Her favorite 
season is summer be-
cause she likes the warm 
weather, spending time 
with friends, and going 
on vacation. Lastly, her 
favorite holiday is Christ-
mas because she gets to 
spend time and visit with 
family that she does not 
see as often. 

As anyone can see from 
the statistics below, Julia 
is a very valuable team 
member. 

“Julia is an especially 
hard worker with great leadership and founda-
tional skills,” Coach Emily Gaston said. “She has 
been a great asset to the volleyball program.” 
Julia Corliss

• Served 40 aces 
• Spiked 47 kills 
• Had 103 digs 
• Received 234 serves
• Chosen 2nd-Team All-Con-

ference 

“Julia is an especially 
hard worker with great 
leadership and foun-
dational skills,” Coach 
Emily Gaston said. 
“She has been a great 
asset to the volleyball 
program.”

PINK POWER: Julia Corliss celebrates another point 
in her team’s final home match against Roanoke Catholic. 
The Raiders won 3-1. Photo by Sarah Sledd

Volleyball beats 
Roanoke Catholic 
on Breast Cancer 
Awareness Night

By Anne Bradley Cullen

Gracean Ratliff

• Won 87 points on serve 
• Spiked 110 kills 
• Had 102 digs 
• Blocked 10 balls
• Chosen 1st-Team All-Con-

ference 

SUPER SENIORS: Natalie Jensen kneels before 
Gracean Ratliff, who won another point in the defeat of 
Roanoke Catholic. Photo by Sarah Sledd

Versatile player will 
be important part 
of the team for the 
next two years
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OFF MY BACK! Maddox Haskins controls the ball in the VISAA DII quarterfinal match with Seton in which Haskins scored the second goal and one of the PKs in the Raiders’ 
comeback from 0-3. Photo by Veronica Weston Below right: Hunter Basile adjusts his shin guards. Basile scored nine goals and assisted 11 times. Photo by Eason Zhou. Below left: Didi 
Dibetle shows no surprise in scoring one of his 11 goals as Xavier Mitchell cheers him on. Dibetle also assisted nine times. Photo by Eason Zhou
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By Anne Bradley Cullen

The soccer team had a very successful season finishing 14-3-4.
They beat Blue Ridge for the conference championship in a hard fought battle 

on Oct 29. 
The score in the first half was 0-0, but in the second half the Raiders got their 

first goal by Didi Dibetle ‘24 to make it 1-0. At the end of the second half the 
score was 1-1, which led to overtime, twice. 

To start off the penalty kick shootout, Didi Debetle shot first and scored. 
Hunter Basile followed along with Maddox Haskins, Henry Martin, Denzel 
Marufu, and Rhone Burton. All of them scored, leaving it all up to Blue Ridge. 
Finally, the last penalty kicker for Blue Ridge went up to shoot and missed giv-
ing North Cross the conference championship. 

With a No. 3 ranking in the VISAA Div. II poll, they hosted Seton School in 
the quarterfinals, winning a thrilling match in a PK shootout after being down 
0-3.. They beat No. 2 Steward School 1-0 in the semifinals but fell to No. 1 
Christchurch on Nov. 14.

UNLEASHED: Rhone Burton ‘23 prepares to score the first of his three goals against Cov-
enant on Oct. 19. The next week he scored again against Covenant to help his team win the 
conference semifinal. Photo by Robert Robillard. Left: Martin Sota ‘24 arrived from Spain to 
help secure the midfield for Coach James Brown. Photo by Eason Zhou

Soccer wins BRAC, 
runner-up in DII

Player of the Year: Denzel Marufu boots the ball in the first game of the season, 
a 2-0 win over Grace Christian one of his 12 shutouts. After his work in securing 
the PK finale against Blue Ridge School, he was awarded BRAC Player of the Year. 
Marufu even scored a goal in the championship match. Photo by Sarah Sledd.
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After scoring the first touchdown 
against Hargrave, many students 
may know Ja’ziel Hart for his out-
standing football skills, despite be-
ing  a freshman standing at 5-foot-
11 and weighing almost 150 lbs. 

He transferred from Franklin 
County public schools with his 
two best friends: 
me and Nathan 
Hayes ‘26. When 
asking his team-
mates what he 
brings to the 
team,  almost all 
of them said he 
brings “the fire” 
that the team 
needs to get them 
hyped up before 
the game and 
even during it.

When  asked 
who he looks up 
to on the team 
he said, “Nobody, 
I’m just trying to 
be the best version 
of myself,” which 
is unique because when asking oth-
er teammates, they often refer to an 
older player like Ian or Connor or 
Kam but not Mr. Hart. After this I 
followed up by saying how do you 
contribute to the team being only a 
freshman. 

“I think I bring a whole new ele-
ment to the offensive and defensive 
side of the ball,” Hart said, “because 
I’m fast, physical and aggressive; and 
I’m only a freshman.” 

As a receiver, Hart has averaged 
over 20 yards per reception and 
scored two touchdowns. On de-
fense, he helps out by averaging 1.5 
tackles per game.

His peers all 
agreed he brings 
more than just 
stats.

F u r t h e r -
more ,Shannon 
Taylor revealed 
what makes this 
year’s football 
team as strong as 
previous Raider 
football teams.

“I think we have 
the perfect com-
bination of great 
young players,” 
Taylor said, “and 
even better ex-
perienced/older 
players that are 
constantly using 

each other to get better.”
 When asked  how the season 

will end, Hart responded without 
any hesitation at all. “With one of 
those:” (pointing toward Raiders’ 
previous state championship tro-
phies).

By Antonio Mack

“I think I bring a 
whole new element 

to the offensive 
and defensive side 
of the ball,” Hart 
said, “because I’m 
fast, physical and 

aggressive; and I’m 
only a freshman.”

Hart adds 
another 
weapon to 
offense
Along with mul-
tiple touchdown 
catches, he even 
completed a pass 
for 27 yards

SPEED:
Ja’ziel Hart 
runs around 
Eastern 
Montgomery’s 
defense. Photo 
by Sarah 
Sledd

Below, Hart 
and his 
Franklin 
County friend 
Antonio 
Mack pose 
before the 
game. Photo 
by Coach 
Aaron Jones

Like his brother Jordan ‘20 and 
Michael ‘21, Antonio Mack will be 
playing football and basketball for 
the Raiders. 

Jordan studies 
at Virginia Com-
monwealth. Mi-
chael plays foot-
ball at Navy.

Going into the 
‘22-23 Football 
season North 
Cross acquired a 
number of new 
players includ-
ing Antonio Mack, a freshman who 
transferred from Franklin County. 

Antonio Mack follows 
in brothers’ footsteps

He was the starting free safety in 
the first game. Against James River 
he finished with two interceptions, 

over 100 yards 
receiving and five 
tackles. 

He continues 
to play on de-
fense averaging 
at least one tack-
le per game on a 
team loaded with 
talent and upper-
classmen.

“I don’t really 
let the pressure get to me,” Mack 
said, “because I have faith in my 
great teammates.”

“I don’t really let 
the pressure get to 
me,” Mack said, 
“because I have 

faith in my great 
teammates.”

Staff article
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BLUE DEVIL FOR LIFE: Nate Hayes ‘26 shows his 
sports spirit while sporting a Blue Devils jersey. Hayes was 
on the football team at age 10 and is still a strong support-
er now. His personal favorite player on the team was the 
running back, which was himself. He is a strong believer 
in wearing jerseys. “It’s jersey day,” Hayes said, “wear your 
jersey.” Photo and caption by Veronica Weston

In a recent interview with Nate Hayes ‘26, aka 
Big Nate, we discovered that many things inspire 
him. 

Big Nate is a 6-foot-2, 235 pound guard from 
Franklin County, Virginia. He moved to North 
Cross to give himself a better chance of going D1 
and helping his family out. 

Big Nate’s favorite professional athlete is Aaron 
Donald and everyone figures that out when they 
see him play on the field. Aaron Donald is a de-
fensive lineman for the 
LA Rams. He is physical, 
powerful, and plays like 
a train. Nate is the exact 
same as he is on the field. 
Hayes plans to play var-
sity football, varsity track 
and hopes to make varsi-
ty basketball. 

“Sports help me get 
through school,” Nate said.  “It almost gives me a 
reason to get good grades and do my work.” 

Rap music inspires Hayes to play as well as he 
does on the field and is his go-to hype music es-
pecially Dreams and Nightmares by Meek Mill. 
He loves seeing SCA Adviser Susan Wenk and 
says that she gets him through the day. Wenk loves 
when Nate comes into her office. It makes her day 
and she is so glad to have him at North Cross.

The big lineman out of Franklin County is well 
recognized when he shows up to the field, es-

pecially when people find out he is a freshman. 
While he will be used on the offensive line, he 
also has 14 tackles on defense, including seven 
solo tackles. Nate’s mom is his best friend and she 
has never gone a day without loving Nate. Beverly, 
nates mom never misses his games. She hopes he 
goes to college to play football just like his dreams.

“She is my number one fan and I love her to 
death,” said the Franklin County native. Nate 
wouldn’t be where he is today without his mom. 
She puts so much time, money, and love into what 
he wants to do. He wants to make her proud and 

wants to help her out 
and pay her back for ev-
erything she did for him.

Hayes is always active 
because he wants to be 
in tip top shape when 
his favorite sport rolls 
around, football. He 
connects sports to his 
fifth grade teacher be-

cause she helped him get through a lot and so does 
football. She was his favorite teacher ever.

A memory Nate will always remember is the first 
time he ever stepped on the football field. Ever 
since that day he has been in love with the game. 
Nate loves going on family trips to the beach. 
After a hard practice Nate enjoys eating pizza or 
a big burrito from Chipotle. Later in life Nate 
hopes to check skydiving off of his bucket list.

“Football is my sport,” said the 14-year-old right 
guard. “I hope it takes me far in life.” 

By Tristan Lange

“Football is my sport,” 
said the 14-year-old right 
guard. “I hope it takes me 

far in life.”

Nathan Hayes 
helps lead his 
team to da ‘ship

ALL THE KING’S MEN: Ninth-graders Tristan 
Lange, Jase Rhodes, Tonio Mack, Ja’ziel Hart, Nate Hayes 
get a photo with Homecoming King Denzel Marufu at 
the Homecoming Dance. The first five are all freshmen-
football players. Marufu plays goalie on the soccer team, 
known internationally as football. Photo by Sarah Sledd

Another Franklin 
County recruit 
adds size and 
depth to both 
sides of the line
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READY: Above left: Jase Rhodes ‘26  gets a signal from 
the sideline as wide receiver. Jase averages almost 20 yards 
per reception and has become one of the top targets for 
Connor Lange. Above: Jerel ‘24 adjusts his mouthguard in 
the Homecoming game. The running back averages almost 
seven yards per carry, catches passes out of the backfield 
and packs a punch on defense. Photos by Aaron Jones

Rhodes brothers add to offensive attack
New students Jerel ‘24 and Jase Rhodes ‘26 have 

already made an impact on the North Cross foot-
ball team scoring touchdowns, making takles and 
doing whatever it takes to win. 

After transferring this year from Woodrow Wil-
son Middle School, Jase brings substantial foot-
ball experience. Jase has played football since he 
was 5 years old as a wide receiver. Jase is inspired 
by Jerel Rhodes, his dad and football trainer. He 
also came to NCS with his brother, Jerel ‘24.

“Confidence and swagger” is how football coach 
Stephen Alexander says Jase plays. He said Jase’s 
toughness is one of his strongest traits in football. 

In the game against Saint Christopher’s Jase, 
“Took some big hits and he popped right back 
up,” Alexander said, “showing how tough he is.”

While his main sport is football, Jase also plays 
soccer and basketball. In the spring Jase does track 
to train for football. Last summer Jase became an 
All American when he went to nationals and got 
fourth in triple jump. He says he does jumping 
because, “Jumping is fun.”

As a wide receiver, Jase has been the third target 
for quarterback Connor Lange. He averages about 
15 yards per reception and has scored multiple 
touchdowns.

Jerel has been an offensive threat as a running 
back averaging 9 yards per carry and scoring five 
touchdowns.

Jase is inspired by his older brother Jerel. Jerel is 
a junior at North Cross who has also been playing 
since the age of 5. This is the first year Jerel and 
Jase have been able to play on the same team. 

Jerel said, “It’s different, it’s fun” to play with his 

By Veronica Weston

READY TO GOBBLE: Kam Johnson ‘24 and Ian Cann ‘23 enjoy dancing with the ECP kids. Johnson is the team’s 
leading rusher with at least 100 yards per game. Cann is the leading receiver. Photo by Eason Zhou. Left, Kam Johnson 
rumbles across the Fishburne field alone to help the Raiders dominate opponents with their running game. Aaron Jones

brother.
When he's not playing football Jase inspires his 

friends with his backflips. 
“He loves to do backflips,” Ja’ziel Hart ‘26 said, 

“once he teaches me I'll be doing them too.”



FOOTBALL

Ian Cann ‘23 returns a kickoff against Blue Ridge School on Homecoming while Brock Miles ‘24 tries to block for him. 
Cann averages almost 100 yards per game returning kicks, interceptions, receiving, and occasionally rushing. Cann has 
intercepted at least six passes this season including one in the state semifinal for a touchdown. Photo by Robert Robillard

Football in state champion-
ship game against familiar foe
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Connor Lange ‘23 escapes a tackle and looks to run upfield 
against Blue Ridge on Homecoming Day. At right, Eason 
Zhou ‘24 and Chase Daniel ‘23 block against Eastern 
Montgomery. Photos by Robert Robillard, Sarah Sledd and 
Blake Shaner

Facts:
• 10-1 record after beating Fredericks-

burg Christian 56-14 on Nov. 12.
• Ranked No. 1 in Div. II
• Only loss was to DI St. Christopher’s
• Atlantic Shores was ranked No. 1, just 

like last year, when the Raiders had to 
travel to their turf to play for the state 
championship and lost a close battle.

• Atlantic Shores’ only loss is to Nanse-
mond Suffolk.

• Raiders beat N-S 26-0 on Aug. 26.
• Raiders have outscored its opponents 

470-95, winning on average 43-9.

By Veronica Weston
Football coach Stephen Alexander hit 100 wins 

in his 13th year at North Cross after beating Har-
grave 51-0 on Oct. 29. But he did not stop there. 
The team returns to the championship game to 
get revenge on Atlantic Shores after last year’s loss.

The team is 10-1 right now. They say the good 
season is because of the team’s bond. 

“Our chemistry is what makes our team so 
strong,” says running back Kam Johnson ‘24, 
“and including each other.”  

Alexander says his wins are the result of all the 

support around him. 
“Coaches don’t win the games,” he said, “the 

players do.” 
The 100th win wasn’t a close game. North Cross 

got seven touchdowns, including a 45-yard run. 
The touchdowns came from Jase Rhodes ‘26, 
Tristan Lange ‘26, Danny Phung ‘24, Ja’ziel Hart 
‘26 and Ian Cann ‘23. Hart started the game by 
catching a pass from Connor Lange ‘23 to get the 
first points of the game. Additionally, the defense 
earned a safety.

The Raiders say they want to take the game one 
step at a time to avoid being overconfident.

No. 1 Raiders host championship game against No. 3 Atlantic Shores
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X-C boys win conference, 2nd in state

Kerrigan Chaney wins state and confer-
ence championships in undefeated season

Kerrigan Chaney won all of her 
races this year, including the state 
championship race at Woodberry 
Forest on Nov. 10.

Alexis Teter, who finished all-state, 
said, “Kerrigan is well-deserving of 
that accomplishment. She’s a great 
runne, she puts in the hard work, 
and she resally earned that time.” 

Kevin Myles of milestat.com called 
Chaney “an emerging superstar.” 

“She broke free from the field at 
the first turn and never looked back. 
She finished an entire minute and 41 
seconds ahead of [the] runner-up.”

The only girls faster than Chaney 
‘25 in the VISAA DII last year both 
ran for Covenant. Both are one year 
older, so it seemed like it might be 
difficult for Chaney to win any con-

By Didintle Dibetle

After winning the conference title, 
the boys came in a close second in 
the VISAA Div. II championships in 
which five Raiders earned all-state.

The boys raced to win the Blue 
Ridge Athletic Conference cham-
pionship on Oct. 29 at Panorama 
Farms in Waynesboro.

The team victory was the sixth in 
school history and the fourth for 
coach Ed Dickenson.

The team showed their strength 
many times this season as they won 
various races. They won on Oct. 
14  at Woodberry Forest, one of the 
largest boarding schools, where the 
private school state championship 
race will be held on Nov. 11. 

Led by coach Dickenson, out of 
33 runners, the boys team took first 
place beating out Woodberry Forest  
team on their home ground along 
with Blue Ridge School and Fort 
Union Military Academy, all Div. I.

Kyle Thompson ’23 placed second, 
Finn Chaney ’27 came in third, Alex 
Dickenson ‘24 raced to fourth place, 
Dylan White ‘24 followed in fifth, 
and not too far behind the boys 
came Harry Anderson ‘25 coming 
in seventh. The team score of 21 
points was impossible to beat in the 
team race.

ferrence titles until her senior year.
Times got faster than expected as 

Chaney torched the course at Pan-
orama Farms on Oct. 29 setting a 
personal record for herself in the 5k.

“Kerrigan ran such a smart and 
tough race against Maddie Gardin-
er,” coach Ed Dickenson said in an 
email. “The race unfolded the way 
we hoped, but it took a huge move 
in the last 200 meters for Kerrigan to 
take the win.”

At Knights Crossing, she placed 
first out of 166 runners.

Select times for Kerrigan Chaney:
• VISAA: 18:45 on Nov. 10
• BRAC: 17:57 on Oct. 29
• NCS: 20:46 on Oct. 5
• CHARCS: 19:16 Sept. 24
• Knights Crossing: 18:41 on 

Sept. 10

FAST FINISH:Kyle Thomson ‘23 finished 3rd overall in the Div. II race, dropping his 
personal record on the course by 24 seconds and leading his team. Photo by Zack DeMoss

VISAA DII Race at Woodberry Forest 
Nov. 10
3 Kyle Thomson 17:27  ALL-STATE
7 Dylan White 17:44  ALL-STATE
8 Finn Chaney 17:47 ALL-STATE
13 Harry Anderson 18:25 ALL-STATE
16 Alex Dickenson 18:31 ALL-STATE

First Woodberry Forest race results: 

2 Kyle Thomson 17:51
3 Finn Chaney 18:31
4 Alex Dickenson 18:39
5 Dylan White 18:45
7 Harry Anderson 19:09

Senior Day: Alex Dickenson led early 
on, but Kyle Thomson won his final race 
on campus. 

1 Kyle Thomson 19:02
2 Alex Dickenson 19:48
3 Finn Chaney 19:59.02 
4 Harry Anderson 20:49
5 Dylan White 20:52.27 
7 Konur Onufer 21:40.16

Knights Crossing: On Sept. 14 the boys 
placed first among 23 public and private 
schools.

Knights Crossing results:
10 Alex Dickenson 17:19.20
13 Dylan White 17:34.40
14 Harry Anderson 17:34.70
18 Kyle Thomson 17:42.00
43 Konur Onufer 18:41.10

Kerrigan Chaney strides home alone at the state championship race at Woodberry Forest 
on Nov. 10. Chaney will compete in North Carolina Nov. 19. Photo by Zack Demoss
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By Aadeetri Pandey

The Raiders used all of their depth to beat VES 
on Oct. 29 in the BRAC championship.

Although No. 1 player Kylie Schaefer ‘23 lost 
in singles, she and Anna Ciccozzi ‘26 teamed up 
to win their doubles set 8-6 and seal the victory. 
Schaefer was named Player of the Year.

“I felt such a rush of happiness and closure when 
I won the conference,” Schaefer said, “since I have 
been trying to win it ever since freshman year, and 
I felt like all my practice and hard work finally 
paid off.”

Anne Bradley Cullen ‘26 won 8-1 at No. 2. Cate 
Cook ‘24 bageled her opponent at No. 4. Ciccozzi 
and Sally Terrill ‘23 both won 8-4 at No. 5 and 6 
respectively.

“The girls played like I have never seen them 
play before,” coach Amy Bagliani said in an email. 
“This is my fourth conference championship. The 
last one was when my seniors were freshman.”

Girls win 
BRAC after 
beating VES
5-4 three times

The victory put the 14-1 Raiders in the No. 2 
spot in the VISAA Div. II poll. VES is No. 4. The 
team’s only loss this season came against No. 1 
‘Cape Henry Collegiate, who beat the Raiders 6-3 
on Oct. 21.

The state tournament begins Nov. 8 with the 
Raiders hosting the quarterfinal round. 

DEPTH WINS: Clockwise: Anna Ciccozzi ‘26 
serves at No. 5 singles. Kylie Schaefer ‘23 prepares to hit 
a backhand at No. 1. Cate Cook ‘24 stays focused on a 
backhand at No. 4. Anne Bradley Cullen ‘26 launches a 
lefty forehand to remain undefeated at No. 2. Sally Terrill 
‘23  wins at No. 6. Photos by Eason Zhou
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4 CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS

FOOTBALL

TENNIS

SOCCER

CROSS COUNTRY

CHARMED: The girls beat VES 5-4 for the third time this season, but this time the 
victory earned them a conference title. “The girls played like I have never seen them play 
before,” Coach Amy Bagliani said in an email. “We are still in the number 2 spot in 
the recent poll. VES is 4th. This will be interesting. I have attached a picture. This is my 
fourth conference championship. The last one was when my seniors were freshman.” One 
of those seniors, Kylie Schaefer, is the Player of the Year. Photo courtesy of Amy Bagliani

CENTURY CLUB: Coach Stephen Alexander poses with his father and his family 
after winning his 100th game against Hargrave 51-0. His father was his high school 
football coach at VES. “My greatest influence in athletics was my father,” Alexander said 
in an email. “He was a teacher and a coach of many sports, and I followed in his footsteps 
in many ways.” It was Coach Alexander’s fifth conference title. Photo courtesy of Tracy 

PODIUM PALS: Left to right: Dylan White, Kyle Thomson, Harry Anderson, 
Finn Chaney and Alex Dickenson hold all-conference plaques. Alex holds the larger 
plaque for finishing first. The boys won their fifth race of the year, but this time it was a 
rare conference championship. Ed Dickenson’s boys’ team last won a title in 2015, but 
now have a chance to win a state championship on Nov. 11. Photo by Lauren Horner

SWEET REVENGE: Ned Tower holds the title plaque for the boys, who won in 
penalty kicks on the turf of Blue Ridge School, where they lost 1-0 earlier in the season. In 
the background to the right, Denzel Marufu walks with his goalie gloves. He was awarded 
Player of the Year for his success in keeping the ball out of the net. Didi Dibetle scored for 
the Raiders off an assist from Grayson Prillaman. Photo by Pam Haskins


