
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome family, friends and guests, 
 
On Thursday at about 3 p.m., I was driving back from my older brother's graduation from 
Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. While I was driving, I was thinking 
about all of the things I had to do once I got back to Roanoke, one of which was to write this 
speech. As I was driving, a song came on the radio. There was a line to the song that said, "Let 
the light guide your way, hold every memory as you go, and every road you take will always 
lead you home." Not only did I think that this quote was applicable for this speech, but I also 
thought that it was very fitting and appropriate for this occasion– graduation. 
 
We have a running joke in the Global Studies Program that all roads lead to Roanoke. When I 
first heard this a freshman, I thought that all roads lead out of Roanoke. As a sophomore and 
junior who had just begun to drive, I though all roads lead through Roanoke. However, as 
graduating senior I have learned from my time spent in the Global Studies Program that all roads 
do indeed lead back to Roanoke. 
 
While interviewing last summer at Wake Forest University, I was telling the admissions officer 
about the program after she told me that I should take it off of my application because it looked 
like "filler". I told her about my trips with school to Spain, New Zealand and Australia. I told her 
about the speaker series we have, the monthly seminars we attend and the off campus events that 
we go to. We discussed the different speakers, seminars and off campus events for a while, but 
she was more interested about the trips that I been on. I told her about the family that I lived with 
for a week while in Ronda, Spain and she told me that she participated in a similar cultural 
exchange program during her second semester as a sophomore in college and that one of her best 
friends form the program was from Roanoke. We both talked about how the Alhambra in 
Granada, Spain was a magnificent palace and how it was our favorite place that we had both see 
in all of our travels. She told me that she had always wanted to go to Australia to see they 
Sydney Opera House. I told her that it was even more majestic in person and I even showed her a 
few pictures of it that I had taken of it. 
 
She said that I should definitely put that I was in the program on my application; because I was 
the only student she had ever interviewed to have a program like this on their application. She 
told me that this program along with a few other things on my application would surely set me 
apart from other applications in a good way. In early March, I thought that she had lied to me 
because I was waitlisted at the University. I know now that she was telling me the truth because I 
know that this program is one of the reasons why I got off of the wait list and will be attending 
Wake Forest in the fall. 
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After today, my fellow classmates and I will all go our separate ways. We are a very tight knit 
group and I know that we will keep in touch, but things are beginning to change very quickly for 
us and we will no long see each other everyday, like we have for so long now. Seniors, or should 
I say graduates, "let the light guide your way, hold every memory as you go, and every road you 
take will always lead you home." I hope that in five, ten, fifteen or twenty years, we will all be 
back on campus and see that all roads do truly lead back home to Roanoke. 
Thank you! 


