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Flea Market Flip Featured at Big Flea Sale 
Restoration and reuse raise awareness and funds 

 
ROANOKE, VA (May 8, 2014)— “Reuse, Recycle, and Restore” is alive and well at North 
Cross School as five teams have taken donated furniture, added some creativity, elbow grease, 
donated paint and fabric, and transformed someone else’s unwanted pieces into interesting 
artistic treasure.  Rather than add more to a landfill, these items will find new homes this 
weekend. 
 
Jenn Mitchell, who chairs the Big Flea Sale and Olde Tyme Family Fair, which will be held this 
Saturday, May 10th at North Cross School, is excited about this year’s “flea market flippers.” “It 
started as a fun idea to show people what could be done with a couple pieces of old furniture,” 
Mitchell said.  “The idea caught on quickly and we have five teams who seem to be competing to 
see whose creations are most popular.  Proceeds from the sale of these unique pieces will 
support North Cross School’s programs, including the merit scholarships and financial aid 
packages it offers.”   
 
Several students, parents, and members of North Cross’ maintenance staff worked throughout 
the weekend to prepare and paint their items with creative flair.  A dresser was freshly painted 
with a decoupage top and is ready for a new home.  Someone’s old coffee table is now bright and 
cheerful—a decorative storage and conversation piece.  Twin “mother and daughter” rocking 
chairs and some “beds to benches” will also be ready for Saturday’s Big Flea Sale at North Cross. 
 
Throughout the year, many have donated furniture, antiques, jewelry, clothing, sporting goods, 
household items, bicycles and more to North Cross to sell at the Big Flea Sale.  Each year over 
3,000 people come to shop at the sale, lining up as early as 5:30 a.m. to be first in line as doors 
open at 7 a.m. in North Cross’ Carter Athletic Center.  In addition to the Big Flea Sale, Ziggy’s 
Entertainment will have a variety of rides, amusements, and fair food.  Says Mitchell, “We have 
a lot of people who cruise our sale, then take their children to ride the ponies, bounce around on 
the amusements. This year we are adding laser tag and a mechanical bull.” 
 
The Big Flea Sale runs from 7 a.m. through 3 p.m., and the Olde Tyme Family Fair is open from 
9 a.m. through 5 p.m.  The events are open to the public.  There is no admission for the sale and 
tickets are on sale onsite for the Family Fair amusements. 
 

### 
 
About North Cross School  
North Cross School is an independent college-preparatory day school grounded in a strong liberal arts 
and science curriculum combined with exceptional co-curricular programs. The academic program, 
from age three through twelfth grade, prepares students to become responsible, successful citizens by 
encouraging them to explore their interests and develop their talents. The school is located at 4254 
Colonial Avenue, Roanoke, VA, 24018. For more information, visit www.northcross.org.  
 
 


