
Creating the 
classrooms 
of tomorrow.



We are in the midst of one of the most fertile times in 
history for educational innovation, innovation that is driven 
by technology. Never before have new insights, solutions, 
and creative ideas been so readily accessible. Teachers and 
textbooks, once the source of all knowledge in the classroom, 
must now be augmented by information accessed via the 
Internet in a timely manner. As a result, education in the 21st 
century has become increasingly dependent on the ability of 
students and teachers to organize, evaluate, collaborate, and 
share the vast amount of information available to them. We 

used to speak of teaching and learning as the basis for instruction, but now we must 
add connecting to this list as well.

Technology in the classroom has become a necessity for making these academic 
connections. Wireless access, interactive boards, and classroom access to computers 
for each student are now a fundamental necessity for the transformative 21st century 
education expected in a top independent school. Research has repeatedly indicated 
that classroom use of computer applications is far more effective across a variety of 
educational outcomes than the use of computers in a laboratory setting. Our children 
are growing up in a more challenging, globally competitive world; a world that 
leverages technology as the primary tool for creative, innovative growth. Unfortunately, 
current North Cross School classrooms frequently lack the technology infrastructure 
to adequately support our technological needs. The Connection Project, our campaign 
for technology, will ensure that all of our classrooms are equipped to provide the type 
of education commonly associated with the most competitive schools in the country.

North Cross School is in the beginning stages of a transformation from a regional 
independent school to a world school. Our commitment to proficiency in a second 
language, the development of a global studies program, and our renewed commitment 
to science, technology, and mathematics make it essential for us to update our 
technology infrastructure. Connectivity to the world beyond the classroom is a must 
for the high level success we wish for our students.

Please consider making a donation today to The Connection Project and help us 
improve our technology program and better equip our students with the necessary 
tools to create tomorrow’s successes.

Christian J. Proctor, Ph.D., Headmaster

The campaign is designed to raise $500,000 in two phases. The silent phase is focused on 

the infrastructure necessary to allow campus-wide, wireless access to the internet.  The public phase will focus on the classroom 

technology necessary to fully utilize our goal of a 1:1 student to computer ratio.  This campaign is intended as a rapid response 

to a pressing instructional need so there will be little delay between fund raising, installation, and use of new technology. 

Funds raised in The Connection Project can be divided into five distinct categories, each necessary for the successful inclusion of 

technology at a level demanded by current state-of-the-art classroom instruction. 

 $150,000 Internet Connectivity and Server Capability—At the most central 

level, North Cross School must replace our current insufficient and outdated servers, 

as well as increase the campus’ connectivity to the Internet, so that we are well 

suited to take advantage of the efficiencies found in cloud computing.  

 $61,000 Wireless Infrastructure—Students and faculty must have campus-wide 

access to the Internet with connectivity sufficient to ensure that data transfer is 

quick and dependable.  Our current access is not sufficient for our current level of 

Internet use, much less the anticipated use expected once we achieve a 1:1 student 

to computer ratio.

 $109,000 Interactive Boards—The interactive board brings multi-sensory instruction 

to the classroom in the form of a touch sensitive computer screen projected on a 

classroom sized instructional board. These boards improve student engagement 

and allow teachers to collaborate with students in a timely manner. 

 $150,000 Student Access to Computers—All students from grades 4–12 will be 

provided access to computers in their classroom. Students from grades 4–7 will 

utilize classroom sets of Netbooks stored on charging carts in the classroom while 

students from grade 8–12 will utilize iPads with compatible keyboards.

 $30,000 Faculty Professional Development—Professional development is 

required to ensure that the faculty utilizes the potential of interactive boards and 

the increased availability of technology in each classroom.

Christian J. Proctor, Ph.D.

Students who graduate 
from an independent 
school, fluent in the 
use of technology, have 
eliminated one more 
barrier to early academic 
success in college.

The Connection Project for North Cross School will provide the bandwidth, server capability, and wireless 

networking required to support technology enhanced classrooms and 1:1 student to computer access.  The initiative includes 

new servers and switches, campus-wide wireless infrastructure, interactive boards in all classrooms, iPads for use by all students 

grades 8-12, and professional development for the faculty.

North Cross School is aggressively pursuing innovative curricular and instructional reforms that will allow our students to 

successfully compete with students from the best schools in the country, a success that is dependent upon our ability to put 

technology in the hands of our students beginning fall semester of 2012. 

It is estimated that 
by the year 2020, the 
amount of knowledge 
available to our 
children will double 
every 73 days.  

Our students are preparing 
for jobs that don’t yet exist; 
and they will, on average, 
change jobs every four 
years for their entire lives.



Updating our technology to 
empower tomorrow’s leaders.

4254 Colonial Avenue
Roanoke, VA 24018

www.northcross.org

It is essential that our 
students are comfortable 
with the use of the computer 
to find, access, utilize, and 
most importantly, critique 
new information available 
on the Internet.


