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Appointed 1994; Retiring 2017
 

“She teaches us without teaching.” — A former student
 
It is with great appreciation but much sadness that we bid farewell to one of our most loved Middle School teachers, Lee 
Ann Sigmon-Farley, who will leave her career at North Cross for retirement at the end of this school year. When fellow 
faculty members were asked to reflect on Ms. Farley’s teaching, the words most often used included ‘passion,’ ‘energy,’ and 
‘heart.’
 
Her colleague Sandy Patterson, who teaches science in the Middle School, reflects: “LeeAnn has the biggest heart imagin-
able. It has room to care about everyone she knows. For most people, this would be a heavy burden; however, for LeeAnn 
it is a soft place for all to receive her nurturing, concern, and counsel. Her students might never know the lengths to which 
she goes to serve them not only as a wonderful teacher, but also as a truly caring person, way beyond the expectations of 
her ‘job.’ LeeAnn has been there for me in all these capacities and as a dearest friend and colleague. Another teacher might 
step into her job, but LeeAnn will never be replaced. She is one of a kind, and I cherish the time we shared at North Cross. 
Luckily, she remains my friend and ‘partner in crime.’ I look forward to sharing this new chapter in her life.”
 
Ms. Farley has been teaching in the Middle School for over 20 years. During that time, she’s instructed students in reading, 
writing, and grammar, but also used to direct the middle school plays, taught HORIZONS (a drug awareness and self-
esteem class), and organized the school spelling bees. “There is no doubt Lee Ann cares for her students,” says Director of 
Guidance Leigh Ann Hamlin. “She has always been a true advocate for students who have a difficult time finding their own 
voice. I’ve always appreciated her heart and passion for her job! She will certainly be missed.” 
 
In her English Literature classes, her students will attribute their love of The Hobbit to her teaching of it. Once, when 
Upper School Global Studies students went to New Zealand to where the film version of the novel was created, they took 
photos to bring back to her, even though they had not had her as a teacher for several years. She leaves a lasting impression 
that goes beyond what she teaches her students and moves into their memories, not as facts, but as experiences.
 
Middle School Director Ed Dickenson put it this way: “Ms. Farley has a rare ability to impact her passion for reading and 
writing on her students in a very lasting and meaningful way. She loves working with young people, and her class is always 
alive with energy and ideas. She is profoundly talented at helping students to self-respect, to read with an analytical eye, 
and to express themselves effectively in writing and speech.”
 
Lee Ann earned her Bachelor’s Degree from Lenoir-Rhyne College and her Master’s Degree from Radford University. In 
addition to teaching, Ms. Farley is passionate about photography (mostly birds and flowers), her farm in Floyd, and her 
family, especially her daughter, Emily Farley ’96 of Virginia Beach; son, Calin Farley, his wife, Mindy, and her two grandchil-
dren, Lola Gail and Jakeob, all of Floyd.
 



Other faculty members who worked closely with Ms. Farley reflected: “Above all else, she truly cares for her students. That 
is one of the biggest reasons so many of them remember her so fondly after they leave North Cross School,” says Middle 
School math teacher Erin Jones. “Another reason, no doubt, is that they remember her for the unique style and décor she 
brings to her classroom. Next year, I will miss her laughter, her wisdom, and her friendship. I wish her much happiness in 
her retirement.”
 
Middle School English teacher Robin Garrett adds: “She will be greatly missed and fondly remembered by the North Cross 
community. She has imparted so much wisdom on her students over the years, and they come back often to thank her for 
the impact she made on them. The students trust her and find that she always has time and an ear for them.” The students 
agreed, as one noted: “I’ve always felt really welcome when I come to her class.”
 
We thank her sincerely for the gifts she has given her students and wish her luck in her next adventure, whether or not they 
involve Hobbits.


