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February 

3 Admission Open House 
(JK3/JK4/K), Ellis Hall, 8:30 a.m.

Headmaster’s Coffee, 
Cartledge Multi-purpose Room, 
12 p.m.

12-22 Mosaic Online Auction 

(begins at 8 a.m. on Feb. 12 and  
ends at 8 p.m. on Feb. 22 at  
www.northcross.cmarket.com) 

13 Science and Engineering Fair

March
5–12 Spring Break

23–26 Summer Reading 

Book Fair, Cartledge Multi-purpose Room

21 Art Reception, Logan Gallery, 
2 – 4 p.m. (art will remain on display 
through April 16)

April 
2–5 Long weekend

9–10 Spring Musical Perfor-

mance, Fishburn Auditorium, 7 p.m.

17 Big Flea, Carter Athletic Center

30 Art With A Twist Opening 

Reception, featuring the work of more 
than 50 local artists, Logan Gal-
lery, 6:30 p.m. (show will remain 
on display through June 8)

May
7–8 Field Day: Red & White Festival

10 Spring Arts Performance, Choral 

Music, Fishburn Auditorium, 7 p.m.

18 Spring Arts Performance, 

Band and Instrumental Music, 

Lemon Dining Hall, 7 p.m.

June
5 Commencement, Carter Athletic 
Center, 11 a.m.
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A
t the literal, as well as the meta-
phorical, heart and center of 
north Cross school, lie three 

ideas: scholarship, character and commu-
nity. The middle of 
our mission state-
ment reads:
 in all of its 
programs, north 
Cross school 
strives to promote 
in its students: 
scholarship and a 

love of learning; character and a sense of 
personal integrity and responsibility; and 
a commitment to the good of the com-
munity and all within it.
 independent schools have always 
understood that the added value and ben-
efit they bring lies in their ability to have 
comprehensive and cohesive programs, 
rather than merely being a collection of 
good things happening here and there. 
We have also understood that learning 
is best and longest lasting when students 
get the same messages reinforced in many 
places, at many times, and in many ways. 
nowhere are these ideas more important 
than in programs designed to help stu-
dents become and remain good people. 
 Accordingly, at north Cross school 
our character education program is sim-
ple but coordinated and spread through-
out the school. it is based on the three 
principles above, scholarship, character 
and community, and the personality traits 
that bring them to life: Wisdom; Humility; 

Headmaster’sMessage

Ethics Education  
at North Cross School
Scholarship • Character • Community

Curiosity and the Love of Learning; Hon-
esty; Respect; Courage; Perseverance; 
Compassion; Cooperation; and Generos-
ity. students are continually exposed to 
these ideas in three ways: 
•	 Each	month,	one	of	 the	 traits	 serves	

as a theme for remarks from the head-
master and programming in the divi-
sions.

•	 In	 every	 class	 and	 activity	 students	
are periodically asked to reflect upon 
how a given idea or trait relates in that 
particular context.

•	 These	 ideas	and	concepts	are	posted	
in every classroom and in the Lem-
on Dining Hall, to serve as constant, 
passive reminders of the values we 
believe in and to serve as easy ref-
erence points for faculty and other 
adults as they work with students.

 Through these means we endeavor to 
continually keep students mindful of the 
values and character traits we believe are 
fundamental to being good people and 
to leading a good life, and by them we 
ask students to explore how to live and 
embody those values every day.

sincerely, 

timothy J. seeley, Headmaster

NCS alumni Connie Vecillio SA, left, 

and Nancy Stanfield Gustafson ‘84, 

right, with Dr. Jane Goodall, center, 

are seen here in Washington, D.C. on 

Sept. 9, 09. Goodall gave a keynote 

address to an overflowing crowd 

of students, faculty, and friends at 

Georgetown University on issues of 

conservation and individual respon-

sibilities. Probably the most recog-

nized scientist of our day, Goodall 

is the founder of the Jane Goodall 

Institute (based in Washington, 

DC), including the “Roots & Shoots” 

program for youth.    

 North Cross School now has a 

“Roots & Shoots” chapter headed 

by Junior Shannon Toole that will 

assist the School with various con-

servation projects including the 

construction of native wildflower 

gardens and the placement of nest-

ing boxes for bluebirds and screech 

owls around the campus.

Two Alumni Meet  
Famous Scientist
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NCS “The Best Place to Educate 
Your Kid,” Second Year

N
Cs has been recognized as “The 
Best Place to Educate Your Kid” 
in the november issue of Valley 

Business Front for the second consecutive 
year. The issue is available online at http://
www.vbfront.com/VBFront_Nov09/index.
html.
 The distinction was made by the 
magazine’s editor and Editorial Advisory 
Board and relied on graduation and col-
lege attendance rates, among many other 
things.
 “north Cross school, even by the 
standards of elite private schools, is 
impressive. it educates its students, sends 
nearly all of them to college, where they 
graduate and many return home to help 
lead the community. its success is simply 
astonishing,” said Editor Dan smith in the 
magazine.
 “We are deeply honored to receive this 

award again, 
now for two 
years run-
ning. i have 
said since 
coming here 
that there was 
something very 
special about north Cross s c h o o l . 
schools exist to enable students to dis-
cover and fulfill their possibilities, and it 
is gratifying to be recognized once again 
as a place where students thrive while 
they are here and where they gain the 
skills to be successful after they graduate,” 
said Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley.
 The school was previously recognized 
in the July/August 2006 issue of The Roa-
noker as the number-one ‘full-service’ 
high school in the Valley. 

Parents’ Association 
Raises, Gives Back, 

$12,500

The NCS Parents’ Association is pleased to 

announce that during the 2008-09 school 

year more than $12,500 was raised and 

given back to the school! 

 The middle school received $5,000 to 

help with expenses associated with the an-

nual eighth grade trip to Washington D.C. 

in the spring. This trip is a longstanding tra-

dition at NCS and a wonderful way for the 

students to end their middle school experi-

ence. 

 More than $700 raised through the Back 

to School Supplies Fundraiser, was given to 

the lower school.

 The remaining $6,800 will be used for 

professional development for the faculty 

and staff, including training for upper 

school faculty on the use of the new net-

books and projectors to enhance the learn-

ing experience for students across campus.

 The Fall Fundraiser (Lavendar’s) was suc-

cessful as well, and the PA recently launched 

two new programs: Kroger Cares and Great 

Lakes Scrip. For more information on both 

programs, and to find out how you can 

help without purchasing anything that you 

wouldn’t normally purchase (groceries, gas, 

etc.), visit www.northcross.org/parentsasso-

ciation.

 The Parents’ Association meets on the 

second Thursday of each month, at noon, in 

Hancock Library. All parents are welcome to 

attend.

& 2009

A
lumni E-newsletter was launched 
as part of north Cross school’s 
renewed commitment to commu-

nicating with alumni. Within an hour of 
launching the e-newsletter we heard from 
several alums, including one living over-
seas wanting to help with his reunion; one 
living out of state updating his informa-
tion; and another just thanking us. What 
a great way to begin this new venture!! 
We want to keep in touch with alums by 
letting them know what is happening at 
school, but more importantly giving them 

Alumni E-Newsletter Launched
the opportunity to stay involved. Look for 
the next edition soon!! 
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E
very year, nearly all nCs students 
participate in the fine arts. This 
year that commitment resulted in 

more than 20 middle and upper school 
students auditioning for the district band 
and chorus.
 nCs students begin taking music 
classes as junior kindergarten students. 
Third graders begin learning to play the 
violin, and at the middle and upper school 
level students can participate in a number 
of fine arts department offerings, includ-
ing band, chorus, visual art, graphic arts, 
and creative writing.
 in auditioning for all-district groups, 
students are judged on their mastery of a 
series of skills. Hundreds of private and 
public school students from Roanoke and 
surrounding counties competed in each 
of the band and choral auditions listed 
below.

High School All-District Band

Junior Stephanie Till ’11 was designated 
First Chair Flute – symphonic Band and 
Junior Lauren Oddo ’11 was designated 
second Chair oboe – symphonic Band 
during the annual High school All-Dis-
trict Band auditions at salem High school 
on sat., Dec. 12.
 “This is a first for north Cross school 
– both having students designated at the 
chair level and being eligible for the state 
all-district band,” said Fine Arts Depart-
ment Chair and Band Director Jimmie 
Donnini who has taught both girls since 
they started band classes as fifth graders. 
“i couldn’t be more proud of the girls. it 
has been a wonderful journey to see and 
hear them progress through the years.”
 “This is a tremendous honor for both 

girls and for us vicariously. Being named 
first or second chair is like being named 
captain of the all-star team. You have 
risen to the top of the best at what you 
do. We are so pleased and proud of their 
accomplishments. it also highlights the 
quality of Ms. Donnini’s programs,” said 
Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley.
 The students are required to know 
12 major scales, the complete range of 
the chromatic scale, and be prepared to 
sight-read two musical selections the day 
of auditions. The judges select students 
with the highest scores for two bands - 
symphonic Band and Concert Band.
 till and oddo performed with the 
entire All-District Band in a free com-
munity concert on Feb. 6 at Radford uni-
versity. They will audition for the Virginia 
All-state Band on Feb. 27 at James Madi-
son university.

Middle School All District Band

six nCs middle school students audi-
tioned for All-District Band on nov. 14 
at Hidden Valley Middle school. Middle 
school students are required to know 
nine major scales, the chromatic scale, 
and be prepared to sight-read two musi-
cal selections the day of auditions. The 

judges select students with the highest 
scores for two bands - symphonic Band 
and Concert Band.
 Zach Williamson ’14 (alto saxophone 
- symphonic Band), Ann Ickes ’14 (flute 
- Concert Band), Rosalie List ’15 (flute 
- Concert Band), and Ashley Lemon ’15 
(clarinet - Concert Band) made the 2009 
- 10 All-District Band.
  The students performed together in 
a free community concert on Jan. 16 at 
Cave spring High school.

All-District Choir

on nov. 7, nCs middle and upper school 
students, Nicole Chaney ’15, Kerin Daly 
’15, Kirsten Hargett ’16, Julia Kennard 
’16, Walter Mann ’16, Caitlin McDon-
nell ’14, Brittany Taylor ’10, and Jane 
Ward ’16 auditioned and made the Dis-
trict Vi All-District Choir at Blacksburg 
High school. The choir is comprised of 
students in Roanoke Valley and surround-
ing counties who scored above average in 
the following categories: tone quality and 
diction, intonation, preparation of audi-
tion material, musicianship, and sight 
reading.
 Daly received a score that put her 10th 
in the district. taylor received a score 
that put her 14th in the district. Chaney 
received a score that put her 16th in the 
district.
 “i am quite impressed by the talent of 
both the chorus and band students. The 
district is very large, so to make one of 
these ensembles is a great achievement,” 
said Choral Director Andrew Miller. 

Lauren Oddo ’11

newstidbits

Students Recognized for Musical Accomplishments

Stephanie Till ’11
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Campus News

On Oct. 2, NCS welcomed internation-
ally known author Dr. Elaine showalter 

to campus to talk with 
upper school students, 
parents, and faculty 
members about her 
new book, A Jury of 
Her Peers: American 
Women Writers from 
Anne Bradstreet to 
Annie Proulx.

NCS has received a $750 grant from the 
ExxonMobil Educational Alliance pro-
gram. stop-in Food stores, inc. worked 
with the school to secure the grant, which 
is one of 2,400 available to schools across 
the country served by Exxon or Mobil 
stations. The grants were made possible 
by funding from the Exxon Mobil Corpo-
ration.

Little Miss Roanoke Valley 2009, Nor-
mandy Essig ’16, center, passes the 
crown down to the 2010 winners Rachel 
Baldwin ’19, left, and Emily Allara ’19, 
right.

Lower School

Junior Kindergarten 3 students (pic-
tured below) celebrated Columbus Day 
on Fri., oct. 9 by putting on a play. Ley-
ton Sturm, Hudson Lawrence, Isabella 
Sharrocks, and Richard Renner, from 
left to right, act out their parts.

On Fri., Oct. 23, 22 kindergartners and 
four teachers took a field trip to Layman 
Family Farms. The group had a wonderful 
time; and the field trip included a hayride, 
mini-maze, pumpkin patch, cow-train 
ride, underground slide, petting area, and 
corn crib.

Second graders in Elizabeth Deane’s 
class made headdresses (pictured above)
with their “new” names and explained 
the reason behind them on nov. 19. The 
students are studying native American 
history and recently learned that in many 
native American cultures, names were 
changed to reflect significant events. 

Middle School

On Oct. 21, Miss Virginia, Caressa Cam-
eron, spoke to middle school students in 
Fishburn Auditorium. Her presentation, 
“Real talk: AiDs in America” covered a 
broad range of topics, focusing primarily 
on making good decisions and avoiding 
peer pressure.

On Oct. 9, North Cross School’s mid-
dle school students joined the susan 
G. Komen Foundation for the Cure and 
registered with the campaign to go Pas-
sionately Pink for the Cure. ninety-three 
percent of the student and faculty of the 
middle school arrived on campus dressed 
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RaiderHappenings

in pink from head to toe in honor of the 
event. The students and faculty raised 
$325 to donate to the susan G. Komen 
research fund, surpassing the previously 
set goal of $250.

After hearing about a service dog named 
Finn who helped wounded Marines in 
Hawaii, on Veteran’s Day, nov. 11, middle 
school students in Heather Lawrence’s 

history class made a decision. The stu-
dents decided they wanted to help pro-
vide the men who were caring for the 
yellow Labrador Retriever with funds to 
help support him. The group collected 
about $300, which they sent with hand-
written letters and thank-you cards to the 
unit in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. 

More than 75 parents, faculty, artists, and 

friends attended the School’s first Painted 

Chair Affair, hosted by the Friends of the Arts. 

Guests mingled and enjoyed great food while 

William Penn entertained on the piano. Raffle 

tickets were drawn for the seven beautiful 

chairs hand painted by local artists. Headmas-

ter Timothy J. Seeley spoke at the conclusion 

of the party, emphasizing how important the 

arts are in matriculating well-educated adults. 

 Net proceeds from the Painted Chair Affair 

were almost $5,000 which will be used to buy 

equipment from the fine arts department’s 

wish list and to facilitate the introduction of 

a new arts outreach program in conjunction 

with NCS community service partners. Friends 

of the Arts, an organization of NCS parents 

and friends, is dedicated to supporting music, 

drama, and art at NCS and in the community.

 Special thanks are extended to the event 

sponsors: Member One Federal Credit Union; 

Asphalt Solutions; Arthur P. Strickland PC; 

Woltz & Associates Inc.; DataSafe Inc.; Drs. 

Jonathan and Linda Till; Dr. Ashutosh Chandell; 

Richard and Christiana Maxwell; Star City Mu-

sic; Kevin Hurley Photography; Salem Printing; 

Cooper Classics, Rock Construction; Hastings 

Design Corporation; and William Penn.

 Many thanks to the NCS band student par-

ents who collectively sponsored a painted 

chair in honor of Fine Arts Department Chair 

and Director of Bands, Jimmie Donnini, and 

to the artists who painted the beautiful chairs. 

Upper School

NCS alumni and former professional golf 
player Lee Shirley Playford ’94, is seen 
here with sophomore Rachel Wright ’12. 

Playford attend-
ed unC Chapel 
Hill on a golf 
scholarship after 
graduating from 

Painted Chair Affair Party at Schaal’s Metamorphosis 
with Raffle and Auction

From left to right: Friends of the Arts  

Committee Members, Margaret Shaff, Leslie 

Chandel, Jeanne Watson, Mary Hastings, 

Katherine Watts (chair), Lisa Turner, Cindi Lou 

MacMackin, and Patty Lemon.

Director of Alumni 

and Family Relations, 

Jane Bondurant, left, 

talks with Pam Moskal 

at the Painted Chair 

Affair.

Raffle ticket winners were: 

• “Charitree” (painted by Carol Marlowe)  

- Jennie Vogel of Roanoke 

• “African Flavor” (painted by Tuesday 

Moriarty) - Morgan Griffith of Salem

• “Sunset Flight” (painted by Yumiko 

Ichikawa) - Denise Schertz of Troutville

• “Painting Van Gogh’s Irises” (painted by  

Marine Gobble Levine) - Juanita Echols 

of Vinton

 • “A La Magritte” (painted by Pam Ogden) 

- Pam Moskal of Roanoke County

• “Just Peachy” (painted by Judy Bates)  

- Tara Caveness of Roanoke County

• “Baby Doll” (painted by by Sandi 

D’Alessandro) - Kara Eichacker of 

Boones Mill.

The eighth chair, which was painted by  

Shirley Johnson, was sold at auction to  

Denise Schertz.
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Upper school students in Dr. H. Bruce 
Rinker’s class spent time in october 
carving their favorite scientist, explor-
er, or environmentalist into the face of 
pumpkins as part of a biology extra-cred-
it assignment. notables included Charles 
Darwin, Dr. Jane Goodall, Vice-President 
Al Gore, Albert Einstein, and Avogadro.

On Tues., Oct. 6, more than 100 upper 
school students and faculty members 
visited dozens of different community 
organizations to volunteer. The semi-
annual Community service Day is part of 
a school-wide initiative to give back to the 
community. 

On Wed,. Nov.18 Chris Caveness, father 
of Tyler ’10, Emma ’11 and Zach ’14, 

spoke to Liz 
Holt’s Civil War 
class. Cave-
ness is a Civil 
War reenactor 
and brought his 
authenic clothes 
and artillary. 
He also spoke 
about the ongo-

ing efforts to preserve historic battlefields 
and monuments. The class had previously 
traveled to Gettysburg.

Junior Matt Watson was awarded the 
top Defenseman Award at the national 
underclassmen Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Lacrosse Combine 
on sun., oct. 4 in 
sykesville, MD. 

150 Netbook  
Computers Distributed 
As Part of New Program
 

As part of the School’s new one-to-one net-

book program, about 150 upper school stu-

dents each received a netbook (a small, wire-

less computer) on Nov. 4. The goal of the new 

program is to enhance learning by introduc-

ing the students to a 21st century learning 

environment.

 “Through this initiative, our students will 

gain the advantages of having computer 

and internet resources as an integral part of 

their education,” said Headmaster Timothy 

J. Seeley. “Not only will this enhance their 

experience and learning, it will be another 

way we prepare them to be as successful as 

possible in college, where they will find com-

puters ubiquitous there, and an integral part 

of many courses.”

 “This initiative adds to our already strong 

academic program and will allow teachers 

and students to access material and content 

that will enhance learning opportunities,” 

said Upper School Director Mark Thomp-

son.

 School officials expect the netbook pro-

gram to enable students and teachers to 

continue 

class dis-

cussions, 

share doc-

u m e n t s 

and work collaboratively from home; en-

able classes to go to internet sites together 

to utilize the array of educational material 

available online;  and use various programs 

in math, science, and English classes.

nCs. she was honored at The Roanoke 
Valley Hall of Fame Banquet on tues., 
nov 3 at Hidden Valley Country Club.

Four NCS class of 2009 graduates and one 
current senior have earned the designation 
of AP scholar by the College Board in rec-
ognition of their exceptional achievement 
on the college-level Advanced Placement 
(AP) Program exams. The students took 
AP exams in May 2009 as juniors and 
seniors. Class of 2009 graduates Merritt 
Boyd and Ted Robison, have earned the 
designation of national AP scholar with 
Distinction, current senior Alex Chandel 
’10 has earned the designation of nation-
al AP scholar with Honor, and Class of 
2009 graduates Scotty Groth and Jamie 
Willis have earned the designation of AP 
scholar.

Upper school students in Dr. H. Bruce 
Rinker’s biology course investigated 
aquatic organisms along tinker Creek 
and in Fishburn Park in the City of Roa-
noke in october, comparing two different 
water systems and collecting some speci-
mens for the biology lab’s aquarium. 

RaiderHappenings
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Alumninews

D
espite the cold, damp and windy 
weather, hundreds of students, 
families, and alumni came togeth-

er to enjoy the activities of the fourth 
annual Alumni Reunion and Homecom-
ing Weekend on oct. 16 – 17.
 More than 70 alums, faculty, staff, and 
friends came together to honor retired 
teachers Gates DeHart and Margaret 
Grayson on Friday night at Four nine-
teen West Restaurant. 
 The festivities began early saturday 
morning with a varsity field hockey game 
that unfortunately ended with a defeat 
to Carlisle school. The varsity volleyball 
team successfully defeated Carlisle school 
in the James R. Muscaro Gymnasium. 
 The nCs Alumni Association met 
for its annual meeting electing members 
and officers (see page 17 for more infor-

mation on the Alumni Board). saturday 
afternoon all enjoyed a picnic, watching 
the varsity football team beat Atlantic 
shores Academy, and seeing the varsity 
soccer team take on the alumni. Before 
the game, Allen Whittle ’91 presented 
the school with a check for $20,000 he 
and other alumni raised for the stewart 
B. Baucom Endowment Fund. 
 saturday night six classes celebrated 
their reunions. The class of 1969 and 
friends from other classes (1964-1970) 
had a party at the Fork in the Alley. The 
class of 1979 enjoyed reminiscing at the 
home of Robert Bennett ’79. The class of 
1984, along with friends from the classes 
of 1983 and 1985, gathered at the home 
of Christy Pace Wood ’84. The class 
of 1989 had fun at the home of Ethan 
Cook ’89. The class of 1999 with Jamie 

Alumni Reunion and Homecoming Weekend 2009
Varsity Football Game



Greenawalt ’99, host, met downtown at 
the Horizon Bar & Grill. The class of 2004 
met at Corned Beef & Co.
 Throughout the week students showed 
their spirit by dressing in a variety of 
ways, decorating their homeroom doors 
and hallways, and making banners to sup-
port their teams! on Friday, all students 
and faculty showed their raider spirit by 
wearing red and white.
 For more information, or to assist in 
the planning of next year’s events please 
contact Jane Bondurant, director of alum-
ni and family relations, at jbondurant@
northcross.org. Additional photographs 
from the weekend are available at www.
northcross.org/alumni and www.facebook.
com/ncsalumni. 

Alumni Reunion and Homecoming Weekend 2009
Spirit Week Activites

Reunion Parties
1969

1969

1984

1999

1979

1984

1979
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Athletics

Volleyball Coach Earns TWO 
State Coach of the Year Titles

C
ongratulations to Varsity Volley-
ball Coach Heather Donaho who 
has been named the All Timesland 

Coach of the Year and the VISAA Division 
III State Coach of the Year!
  The Roanoke Times sports staff select-
ed Donaho from among all of the public 
and private school coaches in the area as 
the All Timesland Coach of the Year. The 
Virginia Independent School Athletic 
Association (VISAA) selected Donaho 
as the Division III State Coach of the 
Year from among all of the division three 
coaches.
  Both the Roanoke Times and the 
VISAA recognized Donaho for a job well 
done. Her team won the 2009 VISAA 
State Volleyball Title this year, the Raid-
ers’ first state title since 1994 when she 

was a member of the NCS Volleyball 
Team.
  “I was completely surprised and hon-
ored to be recognized by both of these 
organizations,” said Donaho, who also 
teaches Junior Kindergarten 4 at NCS. 
“It’s exciting to know that the success of 
my team was recognized by having two 
player selections on the team as well. I am 
so appreciative to have this distinction 
among so many deserving coaches.”
  The 1995 NCS graduate also attended 
Roanoke College where she was a four-
year starting setter on the volleyball team. 
She took over the NCS Varsity Volleyball 
Coach in August 2007.
  The Raiders finished up the season 
with a 22-3 record and placed three play-
ers on the Division III All-State team 

and two players on 
the All-Timesland 
team.
  Marli Daba-
reiner ’10 was 
named First Team 

All-Timesland. She was also named 
the VIS Division III state player of the 
year for her outside hitter position after 
leading the team to the state champion-
ship win over Broadwater Academy. She 
totaled 318 kills, 17 blocks and 65 aces.
  Sarah Jessee ’10 was named Second 
Team All-Timesland. She was also named 
to First Team All-State. Jessee ended the 
season with 610 assists.
  Emma Caveness ’11 was named Sec-
ond Team All-State. She ended the season 
with 120 kills.

Tyler Caveness to Harvard
It was a tough choice for Tyler Caveness, 
who received offers of admission from 
Harvard and Princeton this fall; but the 
decision was clear after the senior visited 
the Harvard campus in the fall – Harvard 
(Division I-AA) it would be. 
 Caveness rushed for 2,185 yards and 
scored 26 touchdowns as a junior, when 
he helped lead NCS to the VISAA state 
title. At five foot nine inches and 176 
pounds, he has been timed in the 4.4-sec-
ond range for 40 yards. His career high 
of 345 yards was against Hargrave Mili-
tary Academy last year. Caveness plans 
to study pre-med, and hopes to become 
a doctor. He is the son of Chris and Tara 
Caveness and has two siblings, Zach ’14 
and Emma ’11 who attend NCS. 

Devin Cain to Glenville State
Congratulations to Senior Devin Cain 
who has committed to attend Glenville 
State College and play football in the fall. 
Cain was selected to the Virginia Inde-
pendent School Athletic Association first 
team all state as a linebacker in 2008 and 
2009. He was also selected by The Roanoke 
Times as a second team All Timesland 
player in 2009. He plans to study physical 
therapy at Glenville State College. Cain is 
the son of David and Marla Cain. 

Dillon Meacham to Bridgewater
Congratulations to Senior Dillon Mea-
cham! The 6-foot, 228-pound defensive 
end has committed to attend Bridgewater 
College and play football. Meacham was 
selected to the VISAA second team all 
state as a defensive lineman in 2008 and 
2009. In 2009, he had 17 tackles for loss of 
yardage and 13 sacks, was a team captain, 
and received the school’s Coaches Award. 
Meacham plans to study criminal justice 
at Bridgewater with hopes of pursuing a 
career in the government security indus-
try. Meacham is the son of Michael and 
Amy Meacham. 

College Commitments

Caveness Cain Meacham
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O
n nov. 11, a dream came true 
for two seniors. Both are the 
first in their families to attend 

an independent school, and both are the 
first seniors in nCs history to receive full 
scholarships to attend Division i schools 
to play basketball. senior Anthony (AD) 
Banks will attend the university of ten-
nessee at Chattanooga. senior Toles 
Hartman will attend unC Asheville.
 “This is a proud day for us for two 
reasons,” said Headmaster Timothy J. 
Seeley. “First, of course we are delighted 
that these two young men are able to con-
tinue playing a sport they love and have 
worked hard at. But secondly, and more 
importantly to me, it is a demonstration 
of us making good on our commitment to 
prepare our students for college academi-
cally and help to secure for them the larg-
est number of options as they make their 
college choices, whether they choose to 
continue with sports or other activities or 
not.”

AD Banks

Banks played two seasons at Patrick 

Henry High school before transferring to 
nCs in 2007. He averaged 19 points, 12 
rebounds and four blocked shots last sea-
son as a junior for the Raiders. Banks was 
named second-team All-timesland last 
season. At Patrick Henry, he made The 
Roanoke times sizzlin’ sophomore team 
in 2006-07 in a group that included two 
players now playing at Division i schools.
 Banks received offers from the uni-
versity of Akron, unC Greensboro, 
Western Carolina, Appalachian state and 
south Carolina upstate. He plans to study 
business management and entrepreneur-
ship at ut Chattanooga and is the son of 
Chaunae Banks and grandson of sarah 
Banks.
 “one hundred percent - this is defi-
nitely a dream come true. i know i 
couldn’t have done it if i hadn’t come to 
north Cross,” said Banks. “it was just too 
hard to stay focused on the books before 
i got here. The focus here is on graduat-
ing and going to college. i’ve been told in 
the past that i was going to make it, but 
Coach [Joe] Lambert has really helped 
me focus.”

Two Seniors Sign NCAA  
Division I Scholarships

Toles Hartman

At 6-foot-6 Hartman, who averaged 14 
points and 11 rebounds per game for the 
Raiders, had a strong summer playing for 
three AAu teams including the Charlot-
tesville-based East Coast Fusion in tour-
naments in Morgantown, W.Va., Chantil-
ly, Va. and Las Vegas. He also received an 
offer from Gardner-Webb university.
 He has played on the Raiders var-
sity basketball team since coming to the 
school in 2008 from Christiansburg High 
school. At CHs, he was a former River 
Ridge District high jump champion. Hart-
man, who plans to study environmental 
studies at unC Asheville, is the son of 
tom Hartman and Jada Barber. it’s clear 
that athletic aptitude runs in his family. 
His father, tom Hartman, was an offen-
sive lineman at Virginia tech and had 
a tryout as a free agent with the Wash-
ington Redskins in 1985 until a shoulder 
injury ended his career.
 Hartman credits the teaching and 
athletic staff at nCs for his success. “if 
i wouldn’t have come here, it probably 
wouldn’t have happened,” said Hartman.
 “i couldn’t be more proud of them 
both. i knew they both could do it if they 
worked hard, and they have definitely 
worked hard. i have no doubt that north 
Cross has prepared them well for the 
collegiate level,” said Varsity Basketball 
Coach Joe Lambert. 

Banks Hartman

From left to right: Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley, Tom Hartman and his son Toles Hartman, Varsity 

Basketball Coach Joe Lambert, AD Banks and his mother Chaunae Banks.
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T
his past August, Eric Lawrence, 
became the third director in the 
Carter Athletic Center’s 21-year 

history. He is the school’s varsity baseball 
coach and the assistant director of athlet-
ics. He and his wife Wendy, who teach-

es fourth grade, 
have two children 
who attend nCs:  
Margaret ’17 and 
Sam ’12.
 several other 
changes have fol-
lowed as well as 
some exciting new 

programs. one of these changes includes 
Melanie Slaughter. slaughter is now the 
CAC’s Wellness Manager and oversees 
the popular group exercise program. 
since demand for exercise classes has 
increased with the onset of the 2009-10 
school year, three new classes have been 
added in the 4:30 p.m. time slot: Body 
Pump on Monday, Body Flow on tues-
days and step class on Thursday.
 tom Ramsey is another bright spot 
for the CAC. He offers Youth Karate and 
Adult self-Defense Classes. Ramsey has 
more than 30 years of martial arts teach-
ing experience and excels in the Japanese 
style of karate known as “Wado-Ki.” For 
information on upcoming classes and 
programs visit www.northcross.org/cac.
 This fall also saw the return of the 
CAC Conditioning classes. This program 
focuses on muscular strength, cardio-
vascular endurance, and flexibility—the 
health related components of physical 
fitness. skill-related components of the 
program will lay the foundation for speed, 

agility, quickness, balance and coordina-
tion. in addition to being vital to a healthy 
lifestyle as an adult, these components are 
also the building blocks for participation 
in individual and team sports.
 The CCA Marlins have just started up 
their uss swim season with a solid group 
of newcomers to the program and look 
forward to their continued success in the 
pool.
 Many hours have been spent behind 
the scenes envisioning and planning how 
to position the CAC to meet the school’s 
needs and the fitness needs of southwest 
Roanoke Valley for the next 20 years. The 
facilities will enjoy a new filtration sys-
tem this December, and the locker rooms 
will see some big improvements in the 
months ahead. 

CACnews

Steib Named  
Coach of the Year

Carter Center Aquatics (CCA) Marlins 

Coach Eva Steib 

has been named 

the 2009 Age-

Group Coach of 

the Year by Vir-

ginia Swimming, 

Inc. Steib, who has 

been a CCA Marlins coach for 12 years 

and has more than 25 years of experi-

ence, received the honor at the Virginia 

Swimming Banquet on Sun., Oct. 4 in 

Richmond.

 Boosters Donate  
High-Def Camera

The Boosters organization has approved 

and donated funds for the purchase of a 

telescoping, high definition, digital video 

camera to the Athletic Department. Com-

monly referred to as a “Hi-Pod”, the equip-

ment is valued at approximately $5,500 and 

was the #1 wish-list item for the Athletic De-

partment this year. 

 “We were successful enough in our fund-

raising this fall to make this donation mid-

year,” said Charlie Watson, Boosters Presi-

dent. 

 “Student athletes and teams should 

benefit starting with Spring 2010 sports. 

Students with collegiate athletic aspirations 

will be able to have quality video samples of 

their games and skills for submission to pro-

spective college coaches, and NCS teams 

will have quality game video from which to 

learn.”

  As part of a program to invest in the fu-

ture of North Cross School, the Boosters 

raise funds that are distributed to athletic 

programs. The group’s mission is to enhance 

the athletic environment for all students so 

they may have a positive, rewarding, and 

fulfilling athletic experience as part of their 

overall education at North Cross School. 

Booster volunteers operate admissions 

gates and concession stands at various ath-

letic events and serve in scorekeeping and 

other volunteer capacities as needed.

 Boosters will be announcing an annual 

or semi-annual 5K run event soon and will 

be selling a “Raider Tailgating” cookbook 

this spring. For more information, to get 

involved, or to donate to Boosters, contact 

Watson at charles.watson@cengage.com. 

Carter Athletic Center Offers 
Improved Programming

Lawrence
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Admissionnews

T
he nCs Admission office is pleased 
to report a continuing increase in 
the number of families considering 

a nCs education for their children.
 “it is particularly gratifying that pro-
spective families recognize the value of 
north Cross school’s top-quality educa-
tional offerings,” said Deborah C. Jessee, 
director of admission and financial assis-
tance.
 The 2009-10 school year opened with 
545 students, 125 are new to campus this 
year. Current enrollment, as of February 
15, reflects 134 new students and the new 
Junior Kindergarten 3 classes are full with 
a total of 30 students. These students, 
along with returning students, are con-
tributing in every facet of the nCs com-

Area Families Continue to  
Understand Value of an NCS Education

Visit Days for Grades Rising First - Eleventh Grade

Thurs., April 8  9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Beginning in slack Hall

Testing Days

sat., March 20 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Grades JK3 through twelfth

sat., April 10 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Grades JK3 through twelfth

sat., May 1  9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Grades JK3 through twelfth

Mark your calendar for these upcoming admission events:

Carter Athletic Center Offers 
Improved Programming

Discover the Possibilities

SPACE IS LIMITED! To register for this event, please call 
540-989-6641, ext. 330 or djessee@northcross.org.

VISIT DAYFirst through Eleventh Grade

Brighter Futures

Thursday, April 8, 20109 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.Lunch is provided.Students in grades one through eleven are invited to spend a day attending classes and meeting new friends.

munity – classes, the arts, athletics, and 
community service.
 The Junior Kindergarten and Kin-
dergarten open Houses, as well as the 
november Visit Day, were all very well 
attended. The number of attendees at 

each of the fall open houses equaled, or 
was higher than, the number of attend-
ees in the previous two years. Despite 
the winter weather the Roanoke area 
experienced in December, January, and 
February, upcoming testing dates have 
filled quickly. Families have been eager 
to learn about our programs, community, 
and financial assistance through the nCs 
website, inquiry phone calls, tours, and 
student visits, and we look forward to a 
busy April Visit Day for prospective stu-
dents on Thurs., April 8.
 The Admission office is already pre-
paring for the 2010-11 school year and 
would like to invite current nCs families 
to join the school’s Ambassador Program. 
There are several opportunities for both 
students and parents to volunteer. Cur-
rent families’ nCs expertise and experi-
ences are invaluable to prospective and 
new families. For more information or 
to sign up, please contact Amy Jackson, 
Associate Director of Admission, in slack 
Hall, or by e-mail ajackson@northcross.
org. 
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Respect

Wis-
Curiosity and 

Love of Learning Cour-
Perseverance

1748, David Hume 
published An 
Enquiry into 

Human Under-
standing, his magnum opus on what we 
can know and how we know it. in it he 
argued, with great skill and convincing-
ness, that we can’t know much of anything 
at all, that most of our beliefs are held, not 
for any defensible reason, but because we 
are lazy and scared. As someone who 
was convinced all knowledge comes from 
experience, he found no reason to believe 
anything that is not in some way directly 
traceable to our senses. Thus, moral con-
victions, are unsupportable as absolutes 
because we do not sense them as wrong, 
we just declare them so. i do not sense 
that stealing is wrong, for example, like i 
sense the stove is hot or the tree is green. 
According to Hume, i merely do not like 
it when it happens to me, and so i forbid 
it. But, he says, that is an arbitrary judg-
ment, in the end. since all moral judg-
ments are literally non-sense, they are, 
therefore, nonsense. 
 As odd and ridiculous as this sounds, it 
is curiously hard to refute Hume. imman-
uel Kant, the great Prussian philosopher 
and contemporary of Hume, recognized 
the seriousness of Hume’s challenge to 
claims of knowledge and, particularly, his 
challenge to claims of moral truths. For-
tunately for the rest of us, Kant rescued 
morality from the arbitrary through a 
rather brilliant realization. Without going 
into a great deal of complicated German 
philosophical detail here, Kant realized 
that Hume’s line of reasoning was seri-
ously flawed for two basic reasons. First, 

it was self-defeating: Hume could not 
trace his claims of knowing how we know 
things to sense experience; so, by his 
own logic, they could not be held as true 
(i don’t sense that knowledge is sense-
based; that is a judgment i make some 
other way); and second, he showed that 
we have knowledge that Hume’s episte-
mology cannot account for. in account-
ing for it, Kant once again established the 

possibility of there being moral truths, of, 
in a word, it being possible to say there is 
a way to be a good person and that you 
ought to try to be one.
 The opening quotation, “strive to 
make yourself good…” carries this sen-
timent of Kant’s: we can be good if we 
choose to be, and we ought to choose to 
be. At nCs, this notion is central to our 
mission, the core of which carries three 

“strive to Make Yourself Good…”

In
by timothy J. seeley, Headmaster

From left to right: Headmaster Timothy 

J. Seeley, Board of Trustee Chair, Anne 

Lee Stevens SA, with Robert N. Fishburn 

(seated) and his wife, Cybil Fishburn.

Founders’ Day Honors Former Trustee Bob Fishburn

This year’s Founders’ Day celebration ,  held on Jan. 29 in the School’s Carter Athletic 

Center, honored former Board of Trustees member,  Robert N. (Bob) Fishburn.  

Fishburn has served on the Board under nearly every head of school. During this tenure, 

his mother, Katherine N. Fishburn, sister, Sally Fishburn Crockett, and daughter, 

Laurie Fishburn Farr, have also served on 

the School’s Board of Trustes. He has served 

in various leadership capacities, including 

spending 22 years (1987-2009) as the Board’s 

vice chair. He chaired the search committee 

for the previous headmaster and has been 

a chair of the Trustee Committee and the 

Institutional Advancement Committee.

 In appreciation of Fishburn’s 

generosity and devotion to the School, the 

Board of Trustees named him the seventh 

Trustee Emeritus and presented him with an 

heirloom solid maple arm chair engraved 

with the NCS logo and his years of service.

 “For 41 years Bob Fishburn has been 

instrumental in guiding North Cross School 

through every change experienced since 

coming to this campus. Because of Bob’s even keeled insightful counsel and leadership 

North Cross School is the premier school in the Roanoke and New River Valleys,” said 

Board of Trustees Chair Anne Lee Stevens.

“Bob (Fishburn) embodies the heart of our mission —  
a commitment to scholarship, character, and community.  

in this way he is a wonderful example to our students.”  
—Timothy J. Seeley, Headmaster



    A l l  P o i n t s  W i n t e r  2 0 1 0    17

Wis-
Compassion

Honesty
Cour-

Perseverance Cooperation and Generosity“Strive to Make Yourself Good…”
aspirations: Scholarship, Character, 
and Community. Some schools have 
rather elaborate and highly structured 
programs of character development 
and ethics education; ours is a bit dif-
ferent. Ours is based on the convic-
tion that one learns about being a good 
person and gains the desire to be one, 
less through a class on it, than by being 
around good people who articulate 
their notions of what it means to be 
good. Morality is taught when adults use 
moral language when working with chil-
dren. After all, that is how we learn in our 
families what sort of people to be. Very 
few families have regular meetings to talk 
about ethics and character and what it 
means to be good. Instead, children learn 
by watching their parents and, occasion-
ally, having pointed conversations with 
them when the opportunity arises, either 
in response to outside events or to choic-
es the child has made.
 At NCS we have chosen 10 concepts 
that lie at the heart of what it means to 
be a good person, a person of good moral 
character. We chose these by looking to 
common values throughout the world and 
in connection with conversations with 
students in advising groups in the upper 
school of the characteristics of a good 
person. We recognize these not because 
they are the only ones we might have cel-
ebrated, but because each of these, with-
out question, is a human value, across 
time, culture and circumstance. While it 
may be true that humans disagree about 
moral particulars, you would be very 
hard-pressed to find a culture, religion 
or system of thought that did hold these 

dear. To the degree possible, we matched 
the concepts up with a month where 
there was some connection; for example, 
September’s concept is Honesty, because 
at the beginning of school we emphasize 
the honor code; February’s is Persever-
ance, for obvious reasons; and May’s is 
Wisdom, because we hope the end result 
of an education is not just knowledge, but 
a sense of how to use well the knowledge 
gained. Here they are, by month:

Ethical Traits Observed Each Month

September  Honesty
October  Curiosity and  
  Love of Learning 
November  Respect
December  Compassion
January  Courage
February  Perseverance
March  Humility
April  Cooperation and  
  Generosity
May Wisdom

 
 In each class and activity these con-
cepts play out in a different way. What 
does it mean to be compassionate on an 
athletic team, in an athletic contest? To 
show humility in a science class? To be 

courageous in the lunch room? Our hope 
is that over time, as students continu-
ally hear about these values and charac-
ter traits in different contexts, they will 
internalize them and, more importantly, 
internalize the desire to be good people. 
For in the end, what makes people good 
is not any system of values, rules, or laws; 
it is the desire to be good. Moral philos-
ophy tells you only what to do once you 
already have decided you want to do the 
right thing. It cannot make you want to 
do what is right. Being good presuppos-
es the desire to be so. That desire comes 
from elsewhere—from the environment 
in which we live and grow, and for our 
students that means their families and 
their school. Our program is intended 
to be certain we do our part to help our 
students think in moral terms and realize 
their lives are, among other things, a stage 
upon which they create the sort of people 
they will be. We want them to decide that 
they ought to try to be good people. We 
do that by helping them keep in mind 
such matters wherever they are, in the 
classroom, on the field, on the stage, or in 
the lunch line. 
 In the end, perhaps Kant’s greatest 
insight was this: the only thing that can 
be truly and unequivocally called good is 
a good will, the desire to be a good person 
and the resolve to act on that desire. Such 
desire and resolve can make a mistake, 
but it can never be bad. The NCS pro-
gram of ethics education takes this asser-
tion seriously and is designed to promote, 
nurture, and cultivate in our students that 
desire and that resolve so they leave us as 
admirable people. 
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Legacy Picnic 
2009

O
n sept. 18, Catherine Lesko Dan-
iel ’88 welcomed fellow alumni, 
their children, administration, fac-

ulty, and staff to the 15th Annual Legacy 
Picnic, held in the Cartledge Multi-purpose 
Room in Ellis Hall. Lesko is the mother of 
Chase ’23, Lauren ’20 and Ann Ashley 
’19.
 The Legacy Program recognizes alumni 
who demonstrate their commitment to the 
school by making a nCs education part of 
their family tradition. Currently, the chil-
dren of 42 alumni attend nCs. These lega-
cy students account for 13.2 percent of the 
school’s total enrollment. The Legacy Pro-
gram serves an important purpose in help-
ing alumni stay connected to their alma 
mater and provides a special bond between 
them and their children. 

Developmentnews

Greetings from the Development office! 

W
hile this section highlights many important activities that have 
been coordinated by the development office, i’d like to share a 
few comments about the north Cross Fund, which directly 

impacts every student’s experience and the livelihood of the entire north 
Cross school community. 
 While the annual fund sustained a 20 percent loss last year, i am happy to 
report that this year’s annual fund is demonstrating a healthy increase over 
last year’s performance. As of December 31, cash in hand totals $150,812, 
which is 23.5 percent more than last year, and overall participation is ahead 
by 18 percent with 424 donors contributing compared to 345 last year. if 
participation continues to rebound at the rate it has thus far, we are well 
on our way to bringing the north Cross Fund back to the levels it enjoyed 
several years ago when parent and alumni participation were at an all time 
high of 80 percent and 26 percent respectively.
 We are hopeful that with the recent gains in the economy, our communi-
ty of supporters will consider the annual fund as one of the most important 
investments they can make this year. Annual fund gifts have a direct and 
immediate impact on student experience because all gifts directly support 
the school’s current operating budget. Because it has such a direct effect 
on student experience, the more people who give, the better we are able to 
meet the diverse and growing needs of the school.
 The spirit of giving is no stranger to north Cross school, and as we work 
to reach our budgetary goal of $280,000, we hope that you will place the 
north Cross Fund at the top of your list of priorities and know that your 
participation will make a real difference.
 if you haven’t already done so, please consider making a gift or pledge by 
June 30. 

Best regards,

Kim Williamson
Director of Development

“We make a living by what we get,  

but we make a life by what we give.” 

—Winston Churchill

Robert G. Bennett ‘79

Kevin Bloomfield 

Wes Bradley ‘84

Frank Carter

Frank R. Ellett ‘84

William J. Farrell

John E. Gardner ‘86

Todd F. Hearp ‘85

Anne T. Huff ‘76

R. J. Irons

Kevin R. Quinn

David F. Rakes

David B. Trinkle ‘79

Thomas W. Turner

Allen B. Whittle ‘91

Douglas R. Wright

Corporate  
Advisory Committee

 

A special thank you is extended to the follow-

ing members of the 2009-10 Corporate Advi-

sory Committee. Members meet three times a 

year and serve as an important resource to the 

school by sharing their expertise and providing 

perspective and advice on school initiatives and 

community partnerships.
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Many Thanks To This 
Year’s North Cross 

Fund Chairs
The Development Office would like to thank 

the following individuals for donating their 

time and energy to serving as 2009 – 10 

North Cross Fund volunteers:

Kevin and Ann Marie Harman,  

Parent Fund Chairs 

Patton and Mimi Coles,  

Parent Leadership Chairs 

Eddie and Dawn Hearp, 

 Grandparent Chairs

Allen Whittle ’91,  

President of the NCS Alumni Association 

Tucker Lemon ’79 and  

Sarah Boxley Parrott Beck ’98,  

Alumni Leadership Chairs

Robert and Sara Beedie,  

Parent of Alumni and Friends Chairs 

Malcolm Douglas,  

Faculty & Staff Chair

Grandparents’ Day 2009

M
ore than 250 NCS grandparents 
attended the School’s annual 
Grandparents’ Day celebration 

on Tues., Nov. 24. The celebration is held 
annually to recognize the vital role grand-
parents play in the lives of their grand-
children and for the support they provide 
to the School. The program began in the 
Lemon Dining Hall where the fourth and 
fifth grade chorus’, led by choral direc-
tor Andrew Miller, sang to a full house. 
Grandparents lined the walls 
for the brief ceremony in which 
Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley 
thanked those in attendance for 
their belief in the value of an 

independent school education. Lower 
School Director Liz Holt and SCA Presi-
dent Margaret Lawrence ’17 also wel-
comed the grandparents before they were 
invited to visit their grandchildren’s class-
rooms in the lower school. Grandparents 
were also invited to stop by the Cartledge 
Multi-purpose Room in the lower school 
where professional photographers were 
on hand. All of the grandparents who 
had their photograph taken with their 

grandchildren have 
received a copy of 
the photograph in 
the mail as a spe-
cial thank you from 
NCS. 

Community Raises $2 Million  
Toward New Middle School

 

North Cross School officially kicked off a 

$6 million dollar campaign to build a new 

middle school that will meet the unique 

needs of middle school faculty and stu-

dents and reinforce North Cross School’s 

ongoing commitment to being a school 

of distinction. The public announcement 

took place at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 14 in  

Fishburn Auditorium.
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Gates and Margaret made an impact on 
their years at nCs and later throughout 
their life. As seeley has said, “Both Gates 
and Margaret understood that the heart 
of teaching is caring about individual stu-
dents; and with love, humor, and patience  
we communicate expertise and passion 
to them. it was an honor to be their col-
league. no school can boast of two more 
distinguished faculty members, and i 
think this fund is a beautiful and creative 
way to honor their service and dedication 
to nCs. What could be a more fitting tes-
tament to both of them, than something 
beautiful and creative?”
 to get the fund started, $7,700 has 
been committed by a number of alumni 
who were especially close to one or both 
of these special teachers. if you would 
like to support this fund, please contact 
Kim Williamson, director of develop-
ment and alumni affairs, at kwilliamson@
northcross.org. 

Developmentnews

Scholarship Fund Established in 
Honor of Former Teachers

O
n oct. 16, Headmaster Timothy 
J. Seeley, announced the estab-
lishment of the Gates DeHart 

and Margaret Grayson Endowment Fund. 
since both Gates and Margaret enjoyed 

and led many summer 
programs and trips 
and believed that these 
experiences enhanced 
both the students and 
their own scholarship, 
this endowment, when 
fully funded, will pro-
vide financial support 
for summer programs 
in the humanities for 
nCs students and fac-
ulty. 
 This announcement 
kicked off Alumni 

Reunion and Homecoming Weekend 
and was attended by many alumni and 
friends. several alumni stepped forward 
to share their personal stories about how 

Leadership 
Reception 
Honors Donors

T
he annual Leadership society 
Appreciation Reception was held 
on nov. 19, at the home of trustee 

James Revercomb, Jr. ’76 and his wife 
Denise. This annual reception honors and 
thanks those who have joined the Lead-
ership society by donating more than 
$1,000 to the school’s annual fund.
 This year’s guests enjoyed a fall wine 
and wood-fired pizza pairing with music 
by The Cotton Hill Band. The event was 
filled with good friends, good food, and a 
lot of enthusiasm about nCs. 
 Last year, 89 donors made a leader-
ship gift to the school, which accounted 
for 73 percent of the total annual fund. As 
of Jan. 26 the 2009-10 north Cross Fund, 
has 20 Leadership donors. These gifts and 
many others allow the school to continue 
to provide a premier independent school 
education. 

Gates DeHart

Margaret Grayson

On Oct. 17, several NCS alumni announced 

the establishment of the Stewart B. Baucom 

Endowment Fund and presented NCS with a 

$20,000 check. To date, the fund has surpassed 

$25,000. The announcement was made at the 

annual Alumni Varsity Soccer Game during 

the 2009 Alumni Reunion & Homecoming 

Weekend festivities on campus.

  “Because of the outpouring of affection 

and generosity for this effort, it is evident that 

Stewart was a very special young man who 

touched many people’s lives, and his memory 

will live on in the lives of the students who will 

benefit from this scholarship every year,” said 

Director of Development and Alumni Affairs, 

Kim Williamson.

  Baucom, a 1992 graduate of NCS died in 

May 2007. While at NCS, he was a member of 

the varsity soccer team for three years, and 

served as captain during this senior year. 

“Stewart loved both North Cross and the 

game of soccer. He was very proud of our soc-

cer programs and would be excited about this 

fund,” said Allen Whittle ‘91, friend and fellow 

soccer teamate. 

  The purpose of the Fund is to provide fi-

nancial assistance for varsity soccer players 

to cover tuition and incidental expenses for 

students who can not afford them otherwise. 

If you would like to honor Baucom’s memory 

with a gift to this fund, please contact William-

son at kwilliamson@northcross.org.

Alumni, Friends Raise $25,000 for Baucom Endowment Fund
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Alumninews

Though it has been 32 years since i first stepped onto 
campus as a student (and over eighteen since i graduat-
ed), i am continually drawn back to north Cross school. 
nCs provided the perfect preparation, not only for col-
lege, but also for life in general. As such, i have never 

truly left. i have found the Alumni 
Association the perfect vehicle to stay 
connected, and it is with honor and 
pleasure that i serve as your 2009-10 
Alumni Association President. 
 The school wants to stay con-
nected with you by having an official 
school and Alumni Association 
Facebook page. Please become a fan 
and keep up with what is happen-

ing!! if you have not gone to the nCs webpage, 
please do and update your personal information so we 
can stay in better touch with you. 
 The Alumni Board has accepted several new chal-
lenges including working to increase alumni participa-
tion/giving, improve alumni communication, oversee 
the Alumni service Award, and develop a mentor pro-
gram.
 The Alumni Association would like to thank the fol-
lowing directors who retired from the Alumni Asso-
ciation Board this summer: John E. Gardner III ’85; 
Nicole G. Hall ’93; Deb Bennett Haggerty ’76; and 

George I. Vogel III ’93. These individuals contributed 
their valuable time and ideas to enhance the nCs com-
munity.
 At the oct. 17 annual meeting the following offi-
cers were elected: Allen B. Whittle ’91, president; Ian 
McDade ’91, vice president; W. Churchill Robison 
’76, secretary/treasurer; and Eunice Park Austin ’91, 
representative to the Board of trustees. Additionally, 
we welcome the following new directors to the Board: F. 
Geoffrey Jennings ’65; Hugh T. Hall ’79; John B. (Bar-
ney) Hammond ’82; Brandon LaCroix ’98; and Jamie 
Greenawalt ’99.
 All nCs alumni are members of the Alumni Asso-
ciation. if you are interested in serving on the Alumni 
Association Board, or if you would like to nominate 
other alumni, please contact Jane Bondurant at jbondu-
rant@northcross.org. We also invite you to attend any 
or all of our board meetings, which will occur on the 
following dates at noon in the Parrott Meeting Room at 
nCs: February 10; April 14; and June 9.

sincerely,

Allen B. Whittle ’91

Message from the Alumni Association President

Raleigh Area Alumni Gathering
NCS alumni living in the Raleigh, NC area were invited to attend an alumni 

gathering at the home of Annette Foster ‘68, on Dec. 2, 09.

Far left: Howard Stott ‘84, David Jones ‘68, Martha Munger-Evans ‘77, Annette  

Foster ‘68 and Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley enjoyed the evening at Foster ‘s 

house. Left: David Jones’68 and Annette Foster ‘68 listen to 

Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley speak about NCS.
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Classnotes

Weddings
’65Larry Hammond and Joan Par-

ham were married sept. 23, 09, 
in Charlottesville.

’98 Elizabeth Meade and scott 
Kremkau were married sept.12, 

09, at sundara, Boones Mill. Susan Whi-
taker served as maid of honor. Meade is 
a family nurse practitioner and the couple 
resides in Redlands, CA. 

’03Candice Dalton and Ryan Mur-
ray were married Aug. 1, 09, at 

The Homestead in Hot springs. Garrett 
Dalton ’06, brother of the bride and Jozef 
Brozyna served as groomsman. Jozef was 
Ryan’s fraternity brother at the university 
of Richmond and introduced the couple, 
who now reside in san Francisco, CA. 

’04Jamie Harker and Joshua Daw-
son were married on oct.10, 

2009, in st. Augustine, FL. Jamie works 
at Carlisle, a fiber optic cable company in 
the aerospace and avionics industry. The 
couple resides in st. Augustine.
v Amy Lawrence and Moses Moretti 
were married sept. 5, 09, in Roanoke. 
Allen Lawrence ’96, brother of the bride, 
served as a groomsman. Amy graduated 
from East Carolina university and the 
couple resides in Charleston, sC.

From front left: Seely 

Stephenson, Allison Sto-

ver, Garrett Dalton, Jozef 

Brozyna, Katya Brozyna, 

Jack Hamlin. From back 

left: Will Gwaltney, David 

Callis, Clay Creekmore, 

Holly Bucher, Meredith 

Haggerty celebrate at Can-

dice and Ryan’s wedding.

Amy Lawrence 

dances with her 

brother Allen ’96,  

at her wedding.

Karnwie and Hickey

Wise

Steele

BarrEllis

Dawson and Harker

Martin, Miller, Austin, and Greenburg 

Lemon



  

Class Notes include positions, Weddings, Births, In 

Memoriams, and College Degrees and should be 

submitted within six months of the event. They are 

typically posted online and published in All Points. 

Please e-mail your note to jbondurant@northcross.

org. Photographs, including a brief description, with 

the names of the people in the photograph, should 

also be e-mailed.

Births
’95 Sarah Waybright Barr and her 

husband Aaron welcomed a son, 
Rudy Maddox Barr, on July 1, 09.

’99Kemper Steele and his wife 
Julie welcomed a son, Cameron 

Andrew, on May 16, 09. The steeles live 
in Glen Allen where Kemper works for J. 
sargeant Reynolds Community College. 
v Blair Huffman Ellis ’99 and her hus-
band Chad welcomed a son, Grayson 
Robert, on oct. 29, 09. They live in Pitts-
burgh, PA where Blair is an attorney and 
Chad is finishing his PhD coursework in 
chemistry at Carnegie Mellon university.

’01 Jenny Richardson Ramsey and 
her husband welcomed their 

fourth child, a son, nathan Edward Ram-
sey, on July 15, 09. 

other news
‘76John Parrott has been appoint-

ed division president of the Roa-
noke office of Thomas Rutherfoord, inc. 
and has been elected to the southern states 
insurance Exchange Advisory Committee.  
vWill Trinkle was elected as a member of 
the GLAAD national Board of Directors. 
He is CEo of C.W. Francis and son, inc., a 
real estate development and management 
firm specializing in industrial, commer-
cial and residential projects. He currently 
is a member of the Empire state Pride 
Agenda Political Board and has served 
as Co-Chair of their Foundation Board. 
trinkle is also on the board of trustees at 
Hollins university and is a Commissioner 
on the Virginia Commission for the Arts. 
He received his B.A. from The university 
of Virginia and currently resides with his 
partner in new York City and Roanoke.

’85While in new York City with her 
daughter, Delta Helmer Pel-

grim was chosen by The Today Show for 
an Ambush Makeover during the fourth 

Deaths
’67 Richard (Dickie) Watson died 

on oct. 13 in Roanoke. Dickie is 
survived by his wife Carol, his daughter 
and son-in-law, Whitney Watson ’98 and 
Daniel Nicholas ’98 and his son, Blake. 

sympathy
v Robert “Robbie” Horak died on Dec. 
30 in Roanoke. He is survived by his wife, 
Donna Horak, third grade teacher at 
nCs and his son, Travis Horak ’98.
v Russ MacDonald died on oct. 12 
in Roanoke. He is survived by his wife 
Phyllis Black MacDonald, nCs English 
Department, chair.

hour of the show, the Kathie Lee & Hoda 
segment.

’88 Catherine Daniel Lesko has 
been named president of the 

Virginia society of Rheumatologists.

’91 Eunice Park Austin was named 
to Virginia’s Legal Elite in the 

Category of Legal services by Virginia 
Business Magazine (2009). she was also 
named a Virginia super Lawyers Rising 
star in the area of Business Litigation 
(2009).

’95Blair Calvert Trail, Roanoke 
College volleyball coach, won 

her 200th game as coach at RC. in addi-
tion to coaching, Blair is also a second 
grade teacher at nCs.

’96Mark Wise moved to Dubai in 
Jan. 2005 where he lived for two 

years, before being transferred to Perth, 
Australia for a year. Mark was later pro-
moted to Regional Manager for south-
east Asia in sept. 2007 and was located in 
Bangkok. He works for Meridium, inc., a 
software company based in Roanoke. 

’99 Jamie Greenawalt received her 
MBA from the university of 

Missouri and now works for Foot Level-
ers in Roanoke.

’01Charlie Glenn graduated from 
Medical College of Virginia at 

VCu with a Doctorate in Physical Thera-
py in May 2009. He now lives in Culpeper 
and works at Powell Wellness Physical 
Therapy as a therapist. 

’05Caitlin Clompus graduated 
with a degree in biology from 

American university in Washington, D.C. 
she is currently working towards a degree 
as a physician assistant. 
v Kelsey Greenawalt graduated from 
the unC- Chapel Hill. she lives in Wash-
ington, DC and works for the Department 
of Defense.

’07Alison Lemon was overall 
champion of the oak Ridge 

Medal Finals held at Randolph College on 
oct. 25. The oak Ridge Medal is modeled 
after the united states Equestrian Federa-
tion’s talent search Medal. Allison is co-
captain of the Washington and Lee Riding 
team and a bio-chemistry major.

’08 Erika Martin ’08, Nic Miller 
’07, Meggie Austin ’08, and 

Hannah Greenburg ’08 met this fall at 
the Grove on the campus of the univer-
sity of Mississippi where Erika and nic 
are undergraduate students.
v Patrick Karnwie ’08 and Stuart Hick-
ey ’09, are both cadets at Virginia Mili-
tary institute.
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Discover the Possibilities

Investing in the Future
Join others who have included north Cross school in their estate plans and receive  
special recognition for your vision and generosity. to become a member of the Heritage 
society, simply notify the school of your arrangements for a bequest, a trust, an  
insurance policy, or other planned gift that will ultimately benefit north Cross school. 
Additional information is available at www.northcross.org. 

Kim Williamson, Director of Development

4254 Colonial Avenue • Roanoke, VA 24018• 540-989-6641 • kwilliamson@northcross.org


