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September
1 Convocation, Carter Athletic Center,  
10 a.m.

8 New Parent Reception, Headmaster’s 
Home, 7 p.m.

14 Legacy Picnic, 12 p.m.

October 

3 Boosterthon Fun Run Pep Rally 

13 Boosterthon Fun Run, 8:30 a.m.

14 Headmaster Installation, Carter 
Athletic Center, 1:30 p.m.

14–15 Alumni Reunion 

 & Homecoming Weekend 

15 Alumni Reception, Headmaster’s 
Home, 7 p.m.

18 Headmaster’s Coffee, Cartledge

Multi-purpose Room, 12 p.m.

19 Admission Open House  
(JK3/JK4/K), Ellis Hall, 8:30 a.m.

31 Lower School Trick or Treat, 
Headmaster’s Home, 5 p.m.

31 Book Fair, Hancock Library

November 
1-4 Book Fair, Hancock Library

4 Painted Chair Affair, Hunting 
Hills Country Club, 5:30 p.m.

15 Ellis Hall Director’s Coffee,  
Cartledge Multi-purpose Room, 12 p.m.

16 Board of Trustees  

Meeting,  Hancock Library, 3 p.m. 

17 Admission Open House  
(JK3/JK4/K), Ellis Hall, 8:30 a.m. 

22 Grandparents’ Day, 

New Slack Hall, 9 a.m.
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NCS Earns  
“Platinum”  

Roanoker Award

North Cross School was recently  

recognized in the “The Best of Roanoke” June 

2011 issue of The Roanoker Magazine. 

The School received the highest  

designation of Platinum for private schools in 

the area.    
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I
t is with great excitement 

and enthusiasm that I 

begin my tenure as the 

ninth headmaster of North 

Cross School. Since 1944, 

North Cross School has been 

a leader in academic excel-

lence and the best compre-

hensive educational choice 

in the Roanoke Valley. It is my 

desire and commitment to build upon 

this tradition that has become the foun-

dation of success for the School’s alumni, 

alumnae and students during its 67 years.

In this issue of All Points, we highlight 

the accomplishments of the 2011 gradu-

ating class. One of the largest classes in 

the School’s history is also one of its most 

talented. This fine group of young wom-

en and men excelled in the classroom, as 

well as in the community. We are excited 

to see what their future contributions to 

society will be and are delighted to be 

able to celebrate their accomplishments 

at North Cross School.

Headmaster’sMessage

Looking Forward to Continued Success, Growth

This issue also provides 

the School the opportunity 

to celebrate the accomplish-

ments of its eighth head-

master - Timothy J. Seeley. Look at any 

great school and you will find talented 

leadership. I consider it an honor to be 

part of a distinguished group of individu-

als who have held the title of Headmas-

ter of North Cross School. Tim’s tenure as 

assistant headmaster, upper school direc-

tor and headmaster spanned 10 years. I 

am pleased to have the role vacated by 

someone who shared a great love and 

passion for education and this institution.

I conclude this letter by highlighting 

our exceptional faculty. Within the pages 

of this magazine you will find tributes 

to Donna Satterwhite, who was part of 

this institution for 40 years, and Eileen 

Strulson who received the Excellence in 

Teaching Award for 2011. I’m thankful for 

the opportunity to lead such a talented 

and gifted group of educators and staff. 

They will ensure our leadership transition 

will be a smooth one.

North Cross School will continue to 

experience success and growth in the 

coming year, and I’m excited to be a part 

of the tradition of excellence that has 

become synonymous with this institu-

tion.   

Sincerely, 

Christian J. Proctor, Ph.D., Headmaster

“North Cross School will continue to experience 
success and growth in the coming year, and I’m 

excited to be a part of the tradition of excellence 
that has become synonymous with this institution.”
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D                                                                                         r. Christian J. Proctor became the ninth headmaster 

of NCS on June 6. Proctor comes to NCS with more 

than 23 years of experience in education, 13 of which 

have been at the headmaster level. 

He has served as headmaster at Porter-Gaud School in 

Charleston, South Carolina, St. Martin’s Episcopal School 

in Metairie, Louisiana, Grace Episcopal School in Monroe, 

Louisiana, and as interim headmaster for the past year at 

Wesley Academy in Houston, Texas. 

In each location, Proctor’s tenure was marked by  

creativity, innovation, and school growth. 

Proctor earned his bachelor’s degree in geology from 

Colgate University, a master’s degree in geology from 

Duke University, and a Ph.D. in curriculum and instruc-

tion from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

A native of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Proctor and his 

wife Ellie have two children, Katherine, a rising college 

freshman, and Andrew, a rising high school sophomore. 

Christian J. Proctor Becomes Ninth NCS Headmaster
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RaiderHappenings

Highlights from the 2010-11 School Year

T
he students, faculty and staff 
experienced a great year full of 
many successes and accomplish-

ments. The student body was challenged 
to excel in academics, athletics and the 
arts, as well as in other areas of student 
life. 

NCS students participated in science 
fairs, historical reenactments, drama pro-
ductions, creative writing publications, 
academic presentations, and global learn-
ing initiatives. 

They also won athletic championships 
at the state level, placed in district and 
regional art competitions and partici-
pated in hours of community service. The 
entire school participated in fundraising 
initiatives designed to help those in need 
in our community, as well as in the world. 
Below is a snapshot of highlights from the 
2010-11 school year.

Lower School 

Academics
•		 This	 year	 Ellis	 Hall	 adopted	 a	 new	 
language arts textbook series, complet-
ing a five-year process to update all of 
the text books used in the lower school.
•		The	kindergarten	program	was	 con-
verted to a full-day, more academic 
program. 
•	JK3	 students	were	 taught	basic	 com-
puter skills. 
•		The	annual	fifth	grade	ancient	battle	
was a reenactment of the siege and fall 
of Troy, complete with a Trojan horse.
•	Kindergarten	 students	 studied	 the	
solar system, first grade students stud-

From top left: clockwise: Alexandria Helmer ’24 takes a break during art class to smile 

for the camera.  Two fifth grade students take down the flag at the end of the school 

day. Third grade teacher Donna Horak moved her class outside to enjoy the weather.

ied dinosaurs, second grade students 
studied Africa, third grade students 
studied Colonial America (with a trip 
to Williamsburg), fourth grade students  
showcased their PowerPoint presenta-
tions in the spring, and the fifth grade 
students held a science fair.

•		 Students	 in	 grades	 three	 through	
five took the ERB achievement tests, 
designed for independent schools. 

Arts
•		 All	 lower	 school	 students	 studied	
both fine art and music.
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•		The	middle	school	won	the	Creative	
Communication’s Achievement Award 
for the large number of students who 
had essays published in the fall anthol-
ogy. 

Athletics
•		Almost	90	percent	of	middle	 school	
students participated in interscholastic 
sports.  

Student Life
•		On	Wednesday	mornings	throughout	
the year, students had the opportunity 
to participate in club meetings during 

•		Sixth	and	eighth	grade	students	par-
ticipated in taking the ERB achieve-
ment tests, designed for independent 
schools. 

Arts
•		The	middle	 school’s	 drama	 produc-
tion this winter was “Animal Farm.”
•		On	April	 8	 and	 9,	 the	 spring	musi-
cal “Honk, Jr.” opened with great suc-
cess. The theatrical version of “The 
Ugly Duckling” showcased the talent of 
dozens of middle and upper school stu-
dents. Seventh grader Jack Fishwick’s 
role was particularly memorable. 

•		 Third	 grade	 students	 studied	 the	 
violin.
•	Fourth	grade	students	were	given	the	
option to continue with choral music 
or join the band for their last two years 
in lower school.

Athletics
•		All	lower	school	students	took	physi-
cal education every day, in a curricu-
lum designed to help set healthy habits 
for life and teach basic athletic skills.

Student Life
•		The	 Lower	 School	 Student	 Council	
Association oversaw community ser-
vice. This year students raised $2,000 
in the annual Jump Rope for Heart 
event. 
•		The	second	grade	class	raised	$900	in	
the “Read to Feed Exercise” program.

Middle School 

Academics
•	Middle	 school	 students	participated	
in the Trout-in-the-Classroom pro-
gram, where they raised trout in tanks 
from eggs to be released into Virginia 
streams. 
•	 On	 April	 15,	 Middle	 School	 Direc-
tor Edward Dickenson drove a group 
of dedicated seventh and eighth grade 
students to Roaring Run Furnace to 
release a very healthy group of trout. 
•		 In	May,	 the	members	 of	Samantha 
Zook-Johnson’s Creative Writing 
and Publications class completed an 
anthology of student writing and art-
work called The Magazine. Parent Dr. 
Laurel Travis was also instrumental in 
facilitating the publication process.

RaiderHappenings

Middle school 

students were in-

volved in a pleth-

ora of activities 

during the 2010-11 

school year, includ-

ing a canned food 

drive and a “Trout-

in-the-Classroom”  

program.
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break time. The 2010-11 club offerings 
included Student Council Association, 
Foreign Language, Environmental, 
Card Players, “Sound Off and Debate,” 
Origami, Intramural Captains, Chess, 
Arts and Crafts, Sudoku, and Puzzle 
Challenges.
•		 At	 the	 start	 of	 the	 school	 year,	 stu-
dents participated in grade-level trips 
designed to build class comradery.
•		Sandy Patterson’s sixth graders took 
an orientation trip to Camp Roanoke. 
Students enjoyed a campfire and a night 
in cabins before undertaking a full day 
of activities including a climbing wall, 
slide-for-life, and numerous team chal-
lenges.
•		History	Teacher	James Brown orga-
nized the annual eighth-grade trip 
to West Virginia where the students 
toured the Beckley Exhibition Coal 
Mine and challenged themselves on an 
extensive high-ropes course. The fol-
lowing day the students rafted the New 
River in one- and two-man duckies.
•		On	May	 20,	 seventh	 grade	 students	
traveled to the D-Day Memorial in 
Bedford to learn about this pivotal 
event from World War II. 
•		On	May	26,	sixth	grade	students	made	
the trek to Appomattox Courthouse to 
tour the battlefield where the Civil War 
came to an end. 
•		On	May	31-June	1,	eighth	grade	stu-
dents traveled to Washington, D.C. 
where they visited several Smithsonian 
museums, the Newseum, the Capitol 
building, and took guided educational 
tours on the Lincoln assassination and 
the history of the downtown monu-
ments.
•		In	the	fall,	two	students	from	Guate-

RaiderHappenings

mala, Juan Diego Villaverde and Rafa 
Samayoa, joined the middle school stu-
dent body for several months. 
•	 On	 March	 1,	 the	 SCA	 organized	 a	
presentation by Miss Virginia, Caitlin 
Uze, who spoke on the topic of school 
bullying and detailed her own personal 
experiences as a student. She enlisted 
the help of the audience in recognizing 
bullying and taking the proper steps 
when it occurs. After her presentation, 
she entertained questions and spent 
time talking individually with students 
and taking group pictures.
•		On	March	23,	 the	 SCA	 led	 the	 stu-
dent body in a presentation detailing 
the disaster in Japan as a result of the 
devastating earthquake and tsunami. 
Amanda Amos, SCA advisor, orga-
nized this event, which included stu-
dents folding paper cranes in remem-
brance of the victims of this tragedy, 
and the  launching of helium balloons 
carrying a number of those paper 
cranes. The students stood in silence 
as the balloons slowly disappeared 
into the sky. The fundraiser that week 

brought in $225, which was given  to 
the American Red Cross for the Japan 
Relief Fund.

Upper School 

Academics
•		 Approximately	 30	 percent	 of	 upper	
school students took at least one 
Advanced Placement (AP) course; 14 
percent took more than one AP exam.
•	The	 Senior	 Project,	 renamed	 the	
DeHart Project in honor of former 
Upper School English Teacher Gates 
DeHart, had a new, highly successful 
format, emphasizing the presentation 
and speech. 
•		After	 an	absence	of	many	years,	 the	
upper school again has a student news-
paper, the Willis Hall Herald.
•		Part	of	 a	 strong	 independent	 school	
curriculum should include global 
awareness. This year, upper school 
students had many opportunities to 
be exposed to people and issues from 
other countries. 

Upper School students spent time giving 

back to the community  and showcasing their 

talents during the 2010-11 school year.



8   A l l  P o i n t s  S u m m e r  2 0 1 1

•		 	 Santiago	 Lobeira,	 a	 scholar	 from	
Mexico, spoke to the upper school 
about the importance of social entre-
preneurship; he also visited with the 
Environmental Studies classes and the 
Economics class.
•		 Tom	 Teasley,	 an	 internationally	
renowned percussionist played for the 
middle and upper schools .
•		 Students	 enjoyed	 a	 screening	 of	 the	
documentary film “A Gift for the Vil-
lage,” the story of Virginia Tech Profes-
sor and Artist Jane Vance’s creation of a 
painting and its presentation to a village 
in Tibet. 
•		 Upper	 school	 students	 viewed	 the	
documentary “Invisible Children and 
Tony,” the story of child soldiers in 
northern Uganda. Representatives 
from the organization Invisible Chil-
dren visited with upper school students 
during the day.
•		Three	 exchange	 students	 from	Gua-
temala and one exchange student from 
Germany studied in the upper school 
during the fall semester.
•		Three	upper	school	students	traveled	
to Guatemala for spring break.
•		Six	upper	school	students	are	spend-
ing time this summer in Peru research-
ing in the upper Amazon and high 
Andes.

College Admissions
•		Half	of	the	class	of	2011	was	admitted	
to a highly selective college (see full list-
ing of colleges on back page). 

Arts
•		More	than	30	percent	of	upper	school	
students participated in the performing 
arts during the 2010-11 school year.

RaiderHappenings
Right: Upper school students were 

recognized for their science  

accomplishments.  Below: Senior 

girls show their school spirit.

Athletics

•		 The	 annual	 Shakespeare	 produc-
tion was held in the fall. “Twelfth 
Night” was co-directed by English 
Teacher Tom Keelan and Bryan  
McDonnell ’12.
•		 The	 spring	 musical	 was	 “Honk,	 Jr”	
and involved students from all three 
divisions.
•		Three	 upper	 school	 students	 played	
in the Roanoke Youth Symphony  
Orchestra.
•		 Four	 of	 the	 18	 band	 students	 were	
selected for all-district band.
•		Four	of	 the	11	choral	 students	were	
selected for all-district chorus.
•		Friends	of	the	Arts,	a	parents	booster	
club supporting NCS arts programs, 
donated five new Mac computers to the 
digital art lab.

Athletics
•		 Almost	 90	 percent	 of	 upper	 school	
students participated in interscholastic 
sports.
•		 The	 varsity	 girls	 volleyball	 team,	
coached by Heather Donaho ’95, won 

the state title for a second year. 
•		The	varsity	girls	tennis	team	won	the	
BRC championship. 
•		Two	swimmers	were	named	individu-
al state winners in their events. 
•		The	 varsity	 boys	 football	 team	 was	
the state runner-up.
•		Boys	and	girls	 soccer,	boys	 lacrosse,	
and baseball all qualified for state tour-
naments.
•		 The	 wrestling	 team	 again	 won	 the	
“Top Small School” state title, for the 
third time in four years. 

Student Life
•		 The	 Environmental	 Studies	 class	
raised $400 for water filtration systems 
for needy families in the rural Yucatan 
Peninsula.
•		The	 upper	 school	 raised	more	 than	
$1,000 through the “Pennies for Pasta” 
program to raise awareness and money 
for Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
•		The	sophomore	class	made	350	sand-
wiches for the Roanoke Rescue Mis-
sion.  
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Athletics

A Salute to Satterwhite: Four Decades of Dedication
By Heather Donaho ‘95

Over the past 40 years, 
Donna Satterwhite 
has dedicated herself 

to North Cross School. 
After graduating from Rad-

ford University in 1971, Coach 
Satterwhite began her career 
as a physical education teach-
er and girls’ athletic director 
for the school. Her responsi-
bilities, however, did not stop 
there. She served as student 
academic advisor, driver’s edu-
cation teacher, served on sev-
eral committees, and mentored 
new teachers, just to name a few. 
While performing all of these 
duties, Satterwhite coached var-
sity sports for three consecutive 
seasons. It is hard to imagine the num-
ber of hours she spent on the campus, 
whether coaching or attending games 
and matches of other teams. Add to 
that the hours preparing her teams, 
driving the bus, and scheduling the 
games and matches for the other ath-
letic teams for the School. 

Throughout her athletic coaching 
career, Satterwhite achieved several 
athletic milestones. She led her teams 
to eight softball conference champi-
onships, eight volleyball conference 
championships, undefeated seasons, and 
won the first ever independent school 
state volleyball title in 1994. In addition, 
Satterwhite was named Coach of the Year 
both by the Blue Ridge Conference and 
the Virginia Independent School Athletic 
Association.  

Satterwhite led us to the VISAA state 

title in 1994. It was truly amazing! Her 
inspiration and excitement on the side-
lines was magical. This was a moment in 
time I will never forget, as my best friend 
Blair Trail ’95 and I still talk about. I 
know it must be rewarding for Satter-
white to be a part of that historical event. 

After I graduated from Roanoke Col-
lege, I received a call from Satterwhite 

asking me to coach junior 
varsity volleyball here at 
NCS. It was an opportunity I 
couldn’t turn down. The fol-
lowing fall, a teaching posi-
tion became available, and I 
began teaching physical edu-
cation at NCS. Satterwhite 
has been an everyday pres-
ence in my life and a wonder-
ful mentor since then. 

Four years ago I took over 
the varsity program when 
Satterwhite retired. As the 
head volleyball coach, I knew 

there were high expectations 
for the program. After all, Sat-
terwhite had been coaching 
varsity volleyball for 36 years. 
I was honored to win consecu-
tive state championships while 

she served as the state committee 
chair. I am thankful that she was a 
part of the team’s success. The advice 
and leadership she gave me, allowed 
me to grow not only as a coach but 
as a person. Satterwhite has helped 
me become the person I am today: 
strong, confident, passionate, and 
dedicated to my students and ath-
letes.

Her legacy will live on at NCS for 
many years to come - in the hall-
ways, on the courts, on the fields, 

in our minds and in our hearts. The time 
and dedication she gave to the School and 
its students cannot be matched. 

NCS has been forever changed because 
of her character and positive influence. 

Thank you Coach Satterwhite for four 
decades of service to NCS! 

Above: Heather Donaho ‘95 with Coach Donna Satterwhite, 

right. Below: Satterwhite, right, with (from left to right) 

Donaho, Blair Trail ‘95, and Amistead Lemon ‘95, all of the 

1994 state championship volleyball team.



10   A l l  P o i n t s  S u m m e r  2 0 1 1

“When I met Mr. Seeley, I could tell 

he was genuinely  
interested in me as a  

person. He made philosophy, a 

highly esoteric subject, accessible 

to us and listened attentively to 

whatever we had to offer.”

~ Craig Hoelzer  ’11

For the last 10 years, 
Timothy J. Seeley 
faithfully served the 
North Cross School 

community - the first seven as 
director of the upper school 
and assistant headmaster - the 
last three as headmaster. As 
he prepares to leave NCS, the 
School community reflects on 
three of Seeley’s overriding 
concerns as its leader: charac-
ter, compassion, and a love of 
learning.

 For many years the male 
teachers in independent 
schools in this country were 
referred to as “masters.” The title 
“Headmaster” then connoted 
“one who was a master teacher.” 
A learner in one of Seeley’s phi-
losophy or religion classes at NCS had 
only to view this “master” literally rolling 
up his sleeves, seizing a piece of chalk, 
and attacking a blackboard in the most 
vigorous way to experience teaching at its 
very best - insightful, incisive, intelligent 
and accepting of myriad ideas. The title 
“Headmaster,” once conferred upon him, 

could not have been more appropriate.
During his tenure, Seeley modeled an 

active intellect, the pleasure of the life of 
the mind, and the importance of scholar-
ship. 

Academic Excellence

Starting with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Religion from Dartmouth College and 

moving on to receive two 
masters’ degrees from Har-
vard, one in education and 
the other in theological stud-
ies, Seeley, an avid reader, 
has never stopped adding to 
his arsenal of information in 
many seemingly disparate 
areas. Making those “ah ha!” 
connections for himself and 
others is an ongoing process 
for this man whose love of 
learning knows no bounds 
and who encourages the 
same in others.

Seeley engaged students 
on the highest intellectual 
level of which they were 
capable. To this end, it is no 
surprise that the Advanced 
Placement program grew 

considerably during Seeley’s tenure. 
Upper school students sat for examina-
tions in several math, science, art, history, 
foreign language and English courses. 

Scores in these various disciplines 
ranged from quite respectable to out-
standing, giving many rising college 
freshmen deferments from entry level 

Character, Compassion &  A Love of Learning
The Legacy of Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley

“Each child to Tim is a proverbial ‘diamond in 

the rough’- to be burnished and formed with as 

many positive facets as possible. He often talked 

about what constitutes excellent teaching, 
honor, integrity, and personal respon-
sibility. He not only talked about these things, 

he modeled them in his own life.”

~ David Lake, NCS Parent

Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley, center, is seen here with his 
daughter, Molly Seeley and son, Jeremy Seeley ’06 during his 
2008 installation ceremony.
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Character, Compassion &  A Love of Learning
courses so they could move immedi-
ately to more challenging ones.

 Apropos of his passion for teach-
ers and students experiencing success 
in the learning process, he brought 
into common practice lessons gleaned 

from the last 20 years of data on how 
students learn and brains work - to 
the end that a wider range of learners 

was served optimally. Cleverly devised 
PowerPoint presentations brought 
home many of these core ideas. He also 
insisted on funding workshops, during 
the academic year and in the summers, 
from which teachers profited, through 
seminar settings at colleges and univer-
sities near and far.

 His passion for expanding oppor-
tunities for academic growth led to 
the creation of a new program in the 
summer of 2009. Seeley announced the 
launching of an important new initiative 
at NCS: a one-to-one netbook program 
in the upper school. Each upper school 
student would have a netbook, a small, 
wireless computer, to use in classes and 
at home, gaining the advantages of hav-
ing computer and internet sources as an 
integral part of their education. As the 
academic year progressed, students and 
teachers were enabled to continue class 
discussions, share documents, and oth-
erwise work collaboratively from home. 
They were able to go to internet sites 
together and utilize the great array of 
educational material available online, 
using various programs in math, sci-
ence, and English classes. 

By Annie Mountcastle ’04 

    
Tim Seeley is an extraordi-
nary teacher. In classes on world 

religions, philosophy, and the exis-

tence of God, we dove into giant ques-

tions: What is goodness? What does it 

mean to be human? What is holiness? 

What is our relationship to the divine? 

    I remember the wonderful 

struggle of these questions, and the 

classroom conversations they gen-

erated.  One day in particular, I was 

stuck on the idea that some of these 

questions were without answers, some 

concepts without definition. I was, to 

some extent, asserting that the class 

was pointless because the subject 

matter was inaccessible and wholly 

impossible for the human mind to ever 

actually understand. 

Seeley listened, with that charac-

teristic intentness, and then he was 

at the chalkboard. He wrote the word 

“ineffable.”  And there it was: a word 

that changed everything. I became all 

of a sudden able to say the unsayable, 

to think and wonder and talk about all 

that is beyond the confines of lan-

guage. 

Moments like these happened all 

the time in Seeley’s classes. Conversa-

tions in class spilled into the hallways 

and the walk to lunch became another 

forum for discussing enormous, enrap-

turing ideas.

Learning became celebra-
tory. Every text we read demanded 

our full attention. Every class invited 

“Tim felt that he could teach every student who 

came under his influence, that he had indeed 

failed if he could not “save” a child. He rarely 

failed, master teacher that he  

continues to be. During his tenure here he 

insisted on teaching and coaching; he had 
to be  with kids because it was what 
made him a whole person. “

~ Richard Cook, U.S. History Teacher

This portrait has been hung in the Parrott 
Meeting Room, alongside the portraits of 
all of the School’s previous headmasters.

Seeley, left, with Cook, right. Continued on page 13

Extraordinary...
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Seeley felt strongly about the need 
for this initiative “to make good on our 
promise to prepare students well for the 
rest of their lives. Our students 
head to colleges where the use of 
computers in their classes will be 
required, where they will hand in 
papers and projects online, and 
where online social networking 
will be part of their courses. They 
will head into a world of business 
that is already driven by comput-
er and information technology 
in myriad ways. Preparing stu-
dents for college and life means 
introducing them to these tools 
and giving them the skills to 
use them well and wisely.”

The Arts 

Seeley’s commitment for 
advancing academic growth 
was equally matched by his 
commitment to growing the 
arts at NCS. He worked tire-
lessly with members of the fine arts 
department to create a wider range 
of curriculum offerings. He adjusted 
scheduling of classes - a monumental 
task - to provide opportunity for upper 
school students to participate in band 
and chorale, and he helped parents 

develop the Friends of the Arts organi-
zation, a fundraising group focused on 
promoting and supporting the School’s 

fine arts programs.

“There was a time when we described certain exceedingly well rounded men as “Renaissance men.” ( My 

World Civilizations professor at Roanoke College, Homer Bast, springs to mind.) Many of us who have worked 

closely with Tim over the past decade would be quick to assign this epithet to our friend and colleague, a 
gentleman of impeccable education credentials and the highest possible morals, one 

with whom it was a privilege to serve in the noblest of professions. Of greatest importance, however, is the 

quality which the writer Henry James held to be the highest man can attain. He wrote, “Three things in human 

life are important. The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. The third is to be kind.” Tim got that right 

every day I knew him throughout his stay at North Cross School. I wish him well in the future.”

         ~ Gates DeHart, English Teacher, Emeritus

Sustainability

Another issue of great importance to 
Seeley was implementing programs that 
would encourage our community to be 
good stewards of our natural resources. 
Seeley kicked off the “Going Green” ini-
tiative in July 2008 with a challenge. He 
asked lower, middle, and upper schools 
to reduce electrical energy consumption 
by 10 percent. Faculty, staff, and students 
exceeded the challenge, reducing total 
energy consumption on campus by 13 
percent. Through a campus-wide recy-
cling program, the School salvaged paper, 
cardboard, plastic, and aluminum at vari-
ous recycling centers located in most on-
campus buildings. A tally was posted on 
newly established “Green Boards” in each 
division, showing tonnage saved from the 
land fill, trees and gallons of water saved. 

Above: Well known for his 

love of football, Headmaster 

Timothy J. Seeley always 

made time to coach during 

his tenure at NCS. Right:  

Seeley was loved by  

students of all ages.



“He never passed anyone without a high five, a 

pat on the shoulder, or some form of encourage-

ment. I think this is what I like most; he has an  

infectious positivity about him. He was  

truly interested in making school a place that  

students and faculty enjoyed everyday. He is not only con-

cerned with academic achievement but also with ethical 

development.”

~ John Pendleton ‘95

total participation. 

It was Seeley’s introduction to the 

study of religion that led me to take 

religion classes in college, where I 

majored in religious studies and often 

found myself referencing texts from 

my high school days. 

Seeley listened to every idea I ever 

shared with him with a kindness and 

intentness that was startling, affirm-

ing, and helpful. I never felt like I was 

rambling or wasting his time when 

I was talking to him. When I came to 

him with suggestions about classes 

that I thought should be offered or 

policies I thought should be changed, 

he listened and then requested I sub-

mit a proposal. I became very good 

at writing proposals. I do not doubt 

all were read and taken seriously; a 

number of them even resulted in new 

classes offered and policies revised. By 

creating the opportunity to craft these 

proposals, Seeley taught me 
how to be an agent of change. 
He gave me a sense of my 
own power. 

Since graduating from college I 

have been working in various youth 

advocacy organizations where we 

talk a lot about empowering young 

people, honoring youth voice, and 

developing leaders. As I am immersed 

in this work, I often think back to my 

days at NCS and the absolute gift Tim 

Seeley gave to me by listening to me 

and taking my ideas seriously.  

Editor’s Note: Mountcastle earned a  
bachelor’s degree in religious studies from  
the University of Virginia.  She currently lives 
in Hillsboro, West Virginia and is returning to 
Roanoke in August when she will begin the 
MFA program in Creative Writing at Hollins 
University.

Again, the NCS community exceeded 
expectations by saving more than 100 
trees and enough energy to power a home 
for almost four years. To celebrate the 
successes in sustainability, students plant-
ed three young maple trees on campus in 
April 2009, in observance of Earth Day.

Ethics Education

In keeping with his constant emphasis 
on character development, Seeley created 
open discussion around the three prin-
ciples that lie at the core of the School’s 
mission: scholarship, character, and com-
munity. Through periodic addresses to 
the middle and upper schools, he created 
a monthly focus of habits of mind and 
personality that brought them to life: wis-
dom, humility, curiosity, love of learning, 
honesty, respect, courage, perseverance, 
compassion, cooperation, and generos-
ity. In an address on the importance of 

words, he wrote, “I have said many times, 
to many of you, in different contexts, 
that you should have higher standards 
for yourself than those you see around 
you, and that the world does not need 
any more mediocre people or mediocre 
institutions. We have enough of those. I 
believe that fundamentally as a principle 
by which I try to live my life, and it is the 
standard by which I judge NCS. Let us 
commit ourselves to the highest stan-
dards, to being extraordinary and excep-
tional, so we can be a model for the valley, 
for the country, and for the world as to 
what a community of many people and 
many backgrounds might be.”

The NCS community extends its grati-
tude to Seeley for his dedication and 
commitment to the School during the 
past 10 years and wishes him well in his 
future endeavors. 

Godspeed
   Seeley is joining the administration and faculty of Portsmouth Abbey School 

in Portsmouth, RI,  -- a coeducational, Catholic Benedictine boarding and day 

school for students in grades 9-12 -- beginning with the 2011-12 school year. 

His new role as director of summer programs will provide him the opportunity 

to do what he loves most: teaching children while developing those core attri-

butes of character that will enhance the lives of his students for years to come. 

Continued from page 11



I
t is with bittersweetness that I write this last piece for All Points.  I am 
excited to be off to new adventures in a place close to family and friends, 
but sad to leave Roanoke, my home for the past 10 years, and of course, 

to leave North Cross School and my friends, colleagues and students here.  
It has been a wonderful 10 years, packed with happy memories and good 
accomplishments 
shared with great 
people, and full 
of much personal 
and professional 
growth for me.
   It has been a 
great privilege to 
serve this school, 
and its families 
and employees.  I 
had a chance few 
people do—to try 
out every idea I ever had about my profession, schools and schooling, and 
working with students, teachers and families.    
   While I cannot say everything was an unqualified success, I can say I am 
proud of the many things we all accomplished, and that we always put the 
interests of our students first.  We may not have always made the best judg-
ments, but we were always thinking about the right things.
   Schools are sacred places, engaged in a sacred task.  We get a chance to 
touch the essence of what it means to be human, in my view—to learn.  We 
learn so our lives can have meaning and import.  We learn so we can make 
the world a better place for all.  North Cross School exists to serve that noble 
end.  I am very thankful to have been a part of it.
   Thank you all for the opportunity to serve you as director of the upper 
school and as headmaster.  In the coming years I look forward to hear-
ing about all the ways the School is thriving. Good luck to all in future  
endeavors!  

God bless,

Timothy J. Seeley, Headmaster

Thank You & Farewell

“It has been a  
wonderful 10 years, 
packed with hap-
py memories and 
good accomplish-
ments shared with 

great people...”
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L
ower School Teacher Eileen Strul-
son was awarded the 2011 North 
Cross School Award for Excellence 

in Teaching on Founders’ Day, January 
28, in the Carter Athletic Center.
  Now in its 11th year, the North Cross 
School Award for Excellence in Teaching 
recognizes a faculty member who has a 
minimum of three years teaching experi-
ence at NCS, expertise in his 
or her field, and the ability 
to effectively communicate 
that expertise/knowledge, 
the desire and commitment 
to grow professionally, and 
participation in the greater 
School community through 
co-curricular activities.
  “Eileen Strulson has been 
educating our first graders 
for 27 years with creativity, 
passion, good humor and 
love. Scores of North Cross 
students have been touched 
by her, and count memories 
of first grade in her class 
among their fondest of their time at NCS” 
said former Headmaster Timothy J. See-
ley.

  Strulson, who has a bachelor’s degree 
and a master’s degree in education from 
Virginia Commonwealth University, 
began her teaching career at NCS in 1984. 
Prior to coming to NCS, she taught in the 
Richmond and Roanoke County school 
systems. Both of her children attended 
and graduated from NCS in 1995 and 
1997 respectively.

   “Each day I get to be a part of their 
lives when they are learning to do so many 
new things. Seeing children’s eyes sparkle 
and hearing them say ‘I got it!’ after strug-
gling with a new skill or concept makes 
me smile.” said Strulson.  

  Strulson is well known for her teaching 
and knowledge regarding dinosaurs. Stu-
dents in her first grade classroom spend 

several weeks each year reading and writ-
ing about dinosaurs, as well as participat-
ing in science activities and math lessons 
with a dinosaur theme. 

 Each year first graders are introduced 
to the subject by learning to sing and 
dance “The Dinosaur Cha-Cha-Cha.” As 
part of the Founders’ Day activities when 
Strulson was given her award, her first 
grade students joined their senior class 
counterparts to perform the song. 

“I have learned so much from Eileen,” 

said first grade teacher Betsy Cook, who 
nominated Strulson for the award and 
was a 2006 award recipient. 

“She has generously shared her knowl-
edge, her time, her teaching materials, 
tips on classroom management, and more 
information about dinosaurs than I ever 
dreamed I’d know. I could not have asked 
for a better mentor, role model, partner, 
and friend.” 

Strulson has received a stipend in rec-
ognition of the accomplishment.

Eileen Strulson Named Recipient of 2011 NCS 
Award for

FocusOnFaculty

Eileen Strulson, second from left, with her mom,  

seated, and her sisters.

Excellence in Teaching
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Past Recipients 
2010 Middle School History Teacher   

 Dave Calvert 

2009 Middle School History Teacher   

 Heather Lawrence

2008  Upper School History Teacher   

 Richard Cook

2007 Upper School English Teacher   

 Gates DeHart (retired)

2006  First Grade Teacher Betsy Cook

2005 Middle School Science Teacher  

 Sandy Patterson

2004 Junior Kindergarten Teacher   

 Temple Glenn (retired)

2003  Upper School Science Teacher 

 Jerry Maycock (retired)

2002 Middle & Upper School Latin     

               Teacher Margaret Grayson   

               (retired)

2001 Fifth Grade Teacher 

 Mary Lou Sallade (retired)
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North Cross School’s 48th Com-
mencement Ceremony was held 
on Sat., June 4 in the Carter Ath-

letic Center.  During the ceremony, several 
members of the senior class were recog-
nized for their academic accomplishments. 

   Of the 47 graduating seniors, 13 of the 
students received merit scholarship offers 

and seven were inducted  into the Cum 
Laude Society.  

The keynote speaker was Michael J. 
Friedlander, Ph.D., the founding Execu-
tive Director of the Virginia Tech Carilion 
Research Institute in Roanoke.  The title of 
his speech was, “Risk, Reward and Failure 
– Brains for the Future.”  

A reception hosted by the junior class 
was held in the courtyard after the ceremo-
ny for all the graduates and their families.  
During the ceremony, Joseph D. Logan 
III, Salem class of  ’49, was honored with 
the Alumni Service Award, presented each 
year by the School’s alumni association (see 
article on page 27. 

North Cross Medal 
Stephanie N. Till 
Presented by the 
Board of Trustees to 
the valedictorian of 
the graduating class.

North Cross Cup 
Emily C. Armentrout
Presented by the 
Board of Trustees to 
the salutatorian of 
the graduating class.

Thomas A. Slack Award

Morgan B. Moskal 
This award is presented 
to the senior who has 
rendered the highest 
service to NCS through 
leadership based on the 
influence of character.

2011 Senior Class

Commencement 
2011

Celebrating Our Newest Alumni

2011 Academic Awards 
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College Acceptances
Emily	Courter	Armentrout	•	 Virginia	Tech
Katherine Tyler Bailey §   Roanoke College
Janagan Myuran Bharathan §  Virginia Commonwealth University
Emily May Boyd    University of Hawaii at Manoa
Phillip Frederick Call §   Elon University
Hannah	Elizabeth	Carter	•	 The	College	of	William	and	Mary
Emma Caroline Caveness   Christopher Newport University
John Fuller Clark §  Hampden-Sydney College
Brandon Tyler Cochran   Undecided
Katherine Armistead Comer §  Appalachian State University
Emma Tedford Florin   Appalachian State University
Daniel Eustafy Frederick   Undecided
Devon Yusuf Goodrich   Virginia Tech
Yezid Gerney Gracia   Hamilton College
Elizabeth Aynsley Haviland James Madison University
Ryan Alexander Hodges §   Roanoke College
Craig Andrew Hoelzer   Johns Hopkins University
Zaahir Zafar Imam  University of Virginia
Anthony Ryan Jackson   Virginia Western Community College
Catherine	Emory	Jessee	•§	 	University	of	Virginia
Micajah Pennington Lacy §  Radford University
Tyler Andrew Lystash §   University of Virginia
Visnu Sunil Maharaj Petit   Cleveland State University
Antoine Jamil Martin   Chabot College
Hallie	Meade	Martin	•§	 	 	University	of	Virginia
Sharnice Monet Mayo   Virginia Western Community College
Catherine McAden Merritt  Virginia Tech
Jonathan Tyler Mitchell   Presbyterian College
Thomas Christopher Moore, Jr. §  Washington and Lee University
Morgan Bailey Moskal §   Washington and Lee University
Andrew Scott Nakhle §   Virginia Western Community College
Marie	Grace	Nganele	•	 	 	Columbia	University
Lauren Elizabeth Oddo §   University of Richmond
Mary Margaret Perrin-Key Virginia Commonwealth University
Amy Michelle Putnam   College of Charleston
David Russell Quinn §   The College of William and Mary
Reagan Eloise Robey §   University of South Carolina
Spencer Neal Shaff   High Point University
Ansel Leland Steele   Oberlin College
Elizabeth	Anne	Marguerite	Stoeckle	•	The	College	of	William	and	Mary
Stephanie	Nicole	Till	•§	 	 	The	College	of	William	and	Mary
Brandon Daniel Trent   Undecided
Melinda Elizabeth Truslow  Old Dominion University
Jonathan William Turner §  University of Virginia
Christopher Bear Waldrop  Hampden-Sydney College
Matthew Geyer Watson §   Hampden-Sydney College
Clark Hatcher Worthy, Jr. §  Auburn University

	 	 	 	 	 •	Cum	Laude	Society
     § Margaret Northcross Ellis Award
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W
elcome guests, family, 
friends, parents, alumni, and 
faculty. We are gathered 

today to celebrate the accomplishments 
of North Cross School’s class of 2011. 

In a few minutes, we will all receive 
our diplomas, flip our tassels to the oth-
er side, and officially become graduates 
of NCS. Congratulations to all of you 
for your successes in the classroom, in 
the arts, and in the sports fields. Con-
gratulations for accomplishing so much 
during your high school careers. 

As we prepare to sail uncharted 
waters next year, I am reminded of a 
quote by Mark Twain. 

“Twenty years from now you will be 
more disappointed by the things that 
you didn’t do than by the ones that 
you did do. So throw off the bowlines, 

sail away from the safe harbor. Catch 
the trade winds in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover.” This quote has been 
hanging above my desk for several 
years, and it has been a personal source 
of inspiration. Mark Twain is a nautical 
term that means that the water is safe 
to navigate, as I know our uncharted 
waters will be.

 NCS has fully prepared us to safely 
navigate the next step of the journey. I 
would like to thank the administrators 
for their tireless efforts to maintain a 
supportive community of scholars. To 
the teachers, your contributions make 
this School’s learning environment 
possible. Not only do you impart your 
knowledge in the classroom, but your 
presence in coaching sports teams, 
producing plays, participating in com-

Valedictorian Stephanie Till Celebrates             the Closeness of  This Year’s Graduating Class

Valedictorian Stephanie Till ’11 with 
Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley.
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Valedictorian Stephanie Till Celebrates             the Closeness of  This Year’s Graduating Class
munity service, and administrating vari-
ous clubs and activities across campus has 
been invaluable to the entire community. 

The teachers at NCS not only teach the 
required course material, but they have 
instilled in us a desire to explore on our 
own, encouraging us to ask questions and 
pursue our own interests to the fullest. 

 I would especially like to thank Mr. 
Seeley and Ms. Satterwhite for their 
contributions to NCS over the years. 
During his 10 years at NCS, Mr. Seeley 

has been the director of the upper school, 
the headmaster, and a teacher. His friend-
ly smile in the halls and his intellectually 

driven speeches will be missed next year, 
and we extend our best wishes to him. 
The athletic department has flourished 
under the guidance of Ms. Satterwhite 
for more than 40 years, and she deserves 
our gratitude for her years of behind the 
scenes work for our athletic department. 

 I feel confident in saying that none of 
us would be here today without the love 

and support of our families. Thank you 
for sticking with us during the stressful 
times and supporting us in everything 
we do. I know we don’t tell you enough, 
but there is no way we could have made it 
here without you. So thank you parents. 
Thank you for everything you have done 
to get us to this point and everything you 
will do beyond today. It has made all the 
difference.

But the people I would most like to 
address today are the people sitting in 
front of me: my classmates. Our class is 
undoubtedly talented. We participated in 
winning five state titles since we entered 
high school. We have aspiring rappers, 
actors, and maybe comedians in our 
midst. We performed in district band 
and auditioned for state band together. 
There are several directors, visual artists, 

“Thank you parents. Thank you for everything you have 
done to get us to this point and everything you will 

do beyond today. It has made all the difference”
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and accomplished 
musicians among 
us as well. But our 
resumes means little 
compared to our 
attitudes towards 
each other.

 Many of us have 
been together for 
over a decade, and 
during that time, we 
have truly become a 
family. Valedictorians 
across the country will 
suggest that this is the 
last time that they will 
ever see their peers 
again, but that’s not true for us. There’s 
just no way that a group of people this 
smart, kind, funny, and genuine could 
separate forever. 

So I won’t say goodbye to you all. 
Goodbyes always seem so permanent, 
and this day certainly does not mark the 
end of our family. So instead, I’d like to 
say just how much this family has meant 
to me. I am an only child, and when I 
was younger, I always said that I would 
like to have a sibling. Preferably an older 
brother, at the time, but any sibling at all. 

As it turns out, instead of having one 
sibling, I now have 47 of them. I have my 
brothers, like Toofer and Matt, who, with 
their clever jokes and amazing dance 
moves in Spanish class, never failed to 
make me smile when I needed it most. 
Or like Yezid, who was the first one on 
the stage to hug me after my senior 
speech, and maybe the first one to hug 
everyone else after his or her speech. Or 
Ryan, who has been my best friend since 
lower school. And then there are my 
sisters, like Emily Armentrout, who has 

been 
the only other girl 
in my physics and 
chemistry classes 
for the past two 
years, and who 
is sincerely one 
of the most hon-
est, hard-working 
people I will ever 
meet. Or Catty, 
who I have never seen mistreat another 
human being in all of the years I have 
known her. There is so much I could say 
about each of my siblings, but there will 
never be enough time for me to say it all. 
All of you will go far in life, and I antici-
pate hearing your names on the nightly 
news in the future. 

Next year, each of us will embark on 
his or her unique path, bringing with us 
our talents and dreams. As we do, we 
must remember to meet life’s challenges 
with confidence. We cannot allow a fear 
of failure to prevent us from trying. And 
yes, we may fail along the way, but even 
the most successful people have experi-

enced fail-
ure before 
b e c o m i n g 
great suc-
cesses. Just 
r e m e m b e r : 
Bill Gates 
dropped out 
of Harvard and 
failed at one 
business before 

founding Microsoft and 
becoming a technology bil-
lionaire. As long as we are 
persistent and never give 
up, we can accomplish any-
thing. Look at how much 
we’ve accomplished in only 
four years, and think of 
how much we can in the 
future. 

So class of 2011, I chal-
lenge you to always work 
your hardest for what you 
want. Tomorrow we will 
wake up graduates of NCS 

ready to face the challenges that we will 
encounter. As we “throw off the bow-
lines and sail away from our safe harbor,” 
we will go into the future prepared and 
intrepid. We will take with us the edu-
cation, memories, and friendships that 
North Cross has given us and we have 
given each other. 

Congratulations to the graduating 
class of 2011!  

Note: Speech written and delivered 
by Stephanie Till at commencement. 
Till will be attending The College of  
William and Mary as a Monroe  
Scholar. 
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AdmissionUpdate

A
s the 47 members of the 

graduating class of 2011 

make plans for life after NCS, 

the Admission Office continues to 

work with families who will be join-

ing the NCS community in the fall.

These students, along with a 

record percentage of returning stu-

dents and their families, will con-

tinue the tradition of participation 

in all facets of the NCS community.

It is always rewarding to work 

with families wishing to explore the 

value of an independent education.

Ultimately, many of these fami-

lies join NCS. The Admission Office’s 

Family and Student Ambassador 

program, division orientations, and 

family events help to make the tran-

sition a positive experience. 

This is an exciting time in the 

life of NCS. Information about the 

School’s programs and upcoming 

admission events are available at 

www.northcross.org/admission.  

Admission Office Prepares for New Academic Year 

North Cross School is 
a college-preparatory, 
non-secular day school, 
serving Roanoke, the New 
River Valley, and beyond.  
College counseling, 
financial assistance, bus 
service and extended day 
programs are available. 

For more information, please call 
Deborah C. Jessee, Director of 
Admission and Financial Assistance, 
at (540) 989-6641, or e-mail 
djessee@northcross.org.  

Discover the Possibilities

www.northcross.org

Look for our ad in the 
upcoming issue of Newsweek 
Magazine ‘s Private Schools 
Showcase issue - on stands 
August 22 .

Orientation

August 25, 2011 (JK3/JK4/K)                  9 a.m.

August 25, 2011 (Grades 1 - 11)       10:30 a.m.

 

Open House (JK3/JK4/K)

October 19, 2011    8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Admission Visit Day (Grades 1 - 11)

November 17, 2011     8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

2011–12 Admission Office Events
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CapitalImprovements

Middle School Receives 
Capital Upgrades

Ask any upper school student about 
their time at NCS and they are sure 

to tell you about how they survived mid-
dle school with no air conditioning. 

This rite of passage has been felt by 
scores of students, teachers, alumni and 
alumnae over the years. However, this 
summer that will all change. As part of 
the NCS’s capital improvement plans, 
the middle school is receiving a new roof 
and air-conditioning. The addition of 
air-conditioning will enhance the learn-
ing environment of the students. The 
School plans to implement several more 
improvements to the middle school over 
the next three years. 

Generous Grant Brings 
Renovations to CAC
 

The Carter Athletic Center has received 
a generous 

grant of 1.2 
million dol-
lars from the 
Beirne Carter 
Foundat ion, 
a Virginia-
based foundation set up in 1986 exclu-
sively for charitable purposes empha-
sizing health, education, local history, 
nature, ecology, and youth. The three-
year renovation project will begin this 
spring and will include upgrades to the 
heating and air-conditioning system, 

new cardiovascular and 
strength training equip-
ment, renovated locker 
rooms, and an updated 
exterior surface. 

The CAC has been in 
operation for 22 years 
and has served as a com-
munity leader in health 
and fitness, housing the 
incredible Marlins USS 
swimming program, and 
as the central focus of 
the School’s successful 
athletic program. 

NCS Receives  
Technology Grant

NCS has received a $15,000 grant 
from The Benedict Foundation for 

Independent Schools.
The grant will be used to provide 

important improvements to the middle 
school computer lab, which will include 
new computers and software upgrades. 
Remaining funds will be used to upgrade 
technology within each classroom.

The upgrades to the computer lab will 
take place this summer and are part of 
several capital improvements that are 
planned to happen in advance of the 
2011-12 school year.   

The Benedict Foundation for Indepen-
dent Schools is organized to benefit inde-
pendent secondary schools in the United 
States. The Foundation was established in 
1986 and has awarded nearly $5 million 

in grants. In 2001, the Foundation was 
awarded a John R. Chandler Award by 
the Council for Advancement and Sup-
port of Education for its contributions to 
independent schools.  

Donated Funds Bring Improvements Across Campus

Above: Cranes lower air-conditioning units onto the roof 

of the Carter Athletic Center. Below: New carpet is installed 

in the weight room of the CAC.
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DevelopmentNews

T
he Development Office 
has experienced several 
challenges yet successes 

during the last school year. 
We have said goodbye to dear 
friends and hello to others. 
Challenges bring opportuni-
ties, and opportunities bring 
possibilities. We continue to 
be thankful for a community 
who supports our school’s mis-
sion and invests in the possibilities of its future.
 The North Cross Fund has had a successful year. The 
total amount raised was  $450,000, which is the largest in 
the history of the School. It was made possible by mem-
bers of the NCS community who recognized a need and 
chose to be part of the solution. Donations made to the 
North Cross Fund this year have been used in a thought-
ful and purposeful manner to bridge the gap between 
tuition and the cost of educating a child. 
 Our Red & White events have also experienced a 
banner year. The Mosaic Online Auction, The Big Flea 
and Field Day raised more than $72,000 for the School’s 
operating budget. This amount includes an increase of 
$14,000 over established event goals. This would not 
have been possible without the help of the event chairs, 
committee members, volunteers, and community par-
ticipation. 
 Another area of success for the School and this 
department has been achieved through the tireless 
efforts put forth by the NCS Alumni Board. The Board 
has assumed responsibility for communicating with 
alumni and alumnae through social media via Facebook 
and the web, created a mentoring program, is current-
ly working closely with my office to build an improved 

class agent system, and as a group have lent their voice 
to long-term strategic planning for the School regard-
ing matters pertaining to alumni and alumnae. We are so 
excited to have such a committed and engaged group of 
individuals representing our alumni association.  

 This brings me to share what I believe to be the core 
of what has made a challenging year a successful one: 
the dedication and commitment to this school from the 
members of its community. The commitment of time 
and financial resources by dedicated volunteers and 
community members have enabled this department to 
achieve its goals and in turn enhance the experience of 
its students. We are so thankful for the opportunity to 
work with so many talented and gifted individuals.

This next school year will continue to bring possibili-
ties. We are committed to build upon the successes of 
this last year, while developing and implementing oppor-
tunities for growth in the future.

If you would like to learn more about development 
and the work we do for the School, please feel free to 
stop by our offices anytime. You can also reach me by 
e-mail at tshank@northcrosss.org or by phone at 540-
989-6641 ext. 258. 

Best regards,

Tammy N. Shank
Director of Development

Greetings from the Development Office

Tammy N. Shank
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Annual Red &White  Events

P
resented by Pinkerton Chevrolet, 
this year’s Big Flea raised an all 
time high of more than $27,000.  

 This event gives the NCS community 
the opportunity to recycle high quality 
items while benefiting the School’s oper-
ating budget. 
 A special thank you is extend-
ed to this year’s committee: Jenn 
Mitchell, Chair, Jennifer Bald-
win, Novie Bateman, Michael 
Cates, Karen Eliades, Cheryl Glose, 
Ty’Nesha Jamison, Susie Wagoner,  
Karla Wendell, Sharon Williams, and 
Steve Williams.
 Sincere thanks are extended to the 
sponsors: Pinkerton Chevrolet, Salem 
Printing, The Cobbler’s Wife, Stellar One, 
Provisions Gourmet and RSVP Shop, 
Blue Collar Joe’s, Kara Stewart Photogra-
phy, National League of Junior Cotillion 
- Roanoke Chapter, Golden Shoestring, 
Hazel Seidel Reese, Winter’s Mini Stor-
age, Vistar Eye Center, and Pampered 
Chef Consultants Robbin Walker, Anne 
Hux and Myra Hubbard.

 Donations are already being accepted 
for next year’s event, which will take place 
on Sat., March 31. For more information 
please contact Development Assistant 
Jennifer Burtch at 540-989-6641 ext. 284 
or jburtch@northcross.org. 

Big Flea Raises Record Setting $27,000

Each spring North Cross School hosts several Red 
& White Events. These events support the mis-

sion of the School, increase important outreach, and 
provide a service to the greater Roanoke Valley. Pro-
ceeds from these events provide funds that help main-
tain high caliber faculty and outstanding educational 
programs for students. 

Parents and community members, including alumni 
and grandparents, are encouraged to volunteer and 
participate in each of these 
events. For more informa-
tion regarding volunteer  
opportunities, please call 
540-989-6641.  

Top: Ann Elise Hastings ‘15 and her 

mom, Mary Hastings, working the 

cashier table.  Right: Middle School 

Teacher and Soccer Coach James Brown 

and Hallie Martin ‘12 price merchandise.
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Field Day 
Raises $19,000

H
undreds of NCS families and 
community members attended 
the School’s 49th annual Field 

Day on Sat., May 14. The one-day event 
included athletic competitions, games, 
music, a food court, bake sale and raffle. 
The event raised more than $19,000.
 Many thanks to the 2011 Field Day 
sponsors: BB&T, Huntington Learning 
Center, and Lewis Gale Regional Health 
System. 
 The event would not have been pos-
sible without the dedication of the fol-
lowing committee members: Peggy 
McDonnell (chair), Laura Arnold,  
Jennifer Bass, Sarah Bell, Gigi  
DeYoung, Leslie Evett, Maria  
Hammond, Jamie Helmer, Ingrid  
Kevorkian, Hillery Lester, Karen List, 
Victoria McDade, Pamela Moskal,  
Jennifer Nolen, Juliana Perry, Lau-
ren Szilagyi, Susan Thurman, Sharon  
Williams, and Jill Woltz.
 Field Day is the oldest of the 
School’s annual Red and White events 
and an important tradition for the 
School. 

Next year’s Field Day festivities 
will be held on Sat., May 12, with the 
School celebrating 50 years of Field 
Day. Please make plans today to be a 
part of this NCS tradition. 

Annual Red &White  Events

T
his year’s Mosaic Online Auction, 
presented by Berglund Automo-
tive, raised more than $23,000 for 

the School. 
 Many thanks to the 2011 Mosaic 
sponsors: Berglund Automotive, Jim 
and Denise Revercomb, Roanoke Val-
ley Pediatric Dentistry, Central Virginia 
Reporters, T. Warren Bass: Ameriprise 
Financial, The Cobbler’s Wife, Ziiva, 
and Kevin Hurley Photography.

Committee members included 
Susan Card (co-chair), Tracy Helmer 
(co-chair), Jennifer Bass, Caroline 
Cooper-Davis, Trista Farrell, Kar-
en Fralin, Elizabeth Graham, Mary 
Hastings, Lisa Havens, Lisa Hooker, 
Elizabeth Macher, Marlo Pearson, 
Karen Pruitt, Laurie Seidel, and Jen-
nifer Thiers. 

  Plans for next year’s Mosaic Online 
Auction and Gala are underway. The 
Mosaic Gala will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
on Sat., Feb. 11, 2012. Please make plans 
to attend this special event, which will 
be held at the Taubman Museum of 
Art. The event will include great food, 
an awesome band and fantastic auction 
items for bid. 
 For more information, please con-
tact Development Director Tammy 
Shank at 540-989-6641 ext. 258 or 
tshank@northcross.org.  

Auction Raises 
$23,000

Field Day 2010 festivities included 

face painting, pony rides and the 

ever-popular jars as well as time well 

spent with family and friends.
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The NCS Alumni Board started the 2010-
11 school year focused on incremental 

improvement in our core areas of responsibil-
ity: fund raising, the Alumni Service Award, 
and sharing the thoughts of the alumni body 
with school leadership. It quickly became 
clear that the School needed far more from 
all of its constituents including the Alumni 
Board. I’m happy to report that the Alumni 
Board quickly rose to the occasion. 

 We established five sub-com-
mittees focused on the follow-
ing areas: Mentoring Program (Brandon  
LaCroix ’98), Development (Jamie Greenawalt ’99), 
the Alumni Service Award (Allen Whittle ’91), Enter-
tainment (Jack Hamlin ’03) and Communication 
(Tyler Pugh ’93). 

 LaCroix initiated a new mentor program that will 
connect NCS students and recent graduates seeking 
internships and full-time employment with alumni 
around the country. 

Whittle led a thorough search that led to the selec-
tion of Joseph D. Logan III as the winner of the Alumni 
Service Award. 

Greenawalt led development to one of its most suc-

cessful years in alumni history. 
Hamlin started building a schedule of 

events for alumni that will begin this fall. 
Pugh took on the arduous task of develop-

ing and distributing all alumni communica-
tions. And finally, Hugh Hall ’79 dedicated 
himself to refreshing the class agent system. 

I believe that 2010 and 2011 will in ret-
rospect turn out to be an important build-
ing year for both the School and the Alumni 

Board. We have initiated a number of new 
and important programs that should serve 

alumni and the School in good stead for years to come. 
In the fall, Churchill Robinson ’76 will take over as 
president of the Alumni Board. He will do a wonderful 
job leading the Alumni Board to greater accomplish-
ments. As we end this school year and begin the next, I 
ask that you look to the future and support the School 
so it can achieve its full potential.

Best,

Ian McDade ’91

Message from the Alumni Association President

Ian McDade ‘91

Alumni Reunion and Homecoming Weekend 2011 

will be on Oct. 14-15. The weekend will be full of ath-

letic events, including soccer, football (state champion-

ship runner-up), field hockey, and volleyball (coming 

off back to back state championships) games.

Prior to the varsity football games, alumni are in-

vited to have lunch at the annual cookout. Tables will 

be organized by class year to provide alumni with an 

opportunity to reconnect and organize class activities 

throughout the weekend.

There will also be the Annual Alumni/Varsity Soccer 

game on Saturday following the football game.  New 

Headmaster Christian J. Proctor, Ph.D. and his wife,  

Ellie will host a reception for alumni on Saturday  

evening at their home. 

‘11
Save the Date!

October 14 & 15, 2011
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W
ell known NCS alumnus and 
retired attorney Joseph D. 
Logan III has been awarded 

the North Cross Alumni Service Award 
for his support and commitment to the 
Roanoke community.

He’s also well-loved by the NCS com-
munity for his unwavering commitment 
and long-time support of the School.

Logan is one of a small group of peo-
ple who attended NCS when it was first 
founded in 1944 and located on Union 
Street in Salem, VA. He and his wife Lau-
ra  have three children, Joseph D. Logan 
IV, Beverly Logan McCaskill and Anna 
Clayton Logan Bullock, who all attend-
ed NCS. 

The School’s Logan Gallery, located in 
Slack Hall, which is the home to artwork 
created by students, faculty members, 
and community members, was generous-
ly donated by Logan and his family. 

“Whether through the gentle art of 
persuasion or his firm patriarchal hand, 
[Joe]got all 16 Logan family members –all 
alumni—to contribute in the establish-
ment of the Logan Art Gallery here at 
the School,”  said incoming alumni board 
president Churchill Robison ‘76.

He also helped spearhead the publi-
cations of “Cornerstones: A History of 
North Cross School”, a hardback book by 
Jane Slack Sigloh detailing the history of 
NCS, several years ago. 

Logan has also given of his time to NCS 
in various ways. He served on the NCS 
Board of Trustees from 1996 to 2003. 

“While his commitment to the School 
runs deep, Joe has not neglected the com-

munity-at-large,” said Robison.
An active member of the community, 

Logan has also served on the Board of 
Directors for The George Washington 
Foundation in Fredricksburg, VA, the 
Corporation for Jefferson’s Popular For-
est, the Botetourt County Historical 
Society, Preservation Virginia, Tinker 
Mountain Workshop which is now part 
Goodwill Industries, Opera Roanoke, and 
the Garth Newel Music Center in Bath 
County He has been a strong supporter of 
the Historical Society of Western Virginia 
and endowed major gifts to Episcopal 
High School, Roanoke College, Brook-
green Gardens (in South Carolina), and 
Washington and Lee.

In 2004, he received the Giving Tree 
Award from the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals for his tireless sup-
port of Opera Roanoke and was the first 
recipient of Opera Roanoke’s 2010 Award 
of Excellence.

The Alumni Service Award is presented 
annually to one outstanding alumnus or 
alumna. Nominees must have graduated 
from or attended North Cross School 
and demonstrate a strong commitment 
to the School and its ideals. They are also 

Joe Logan ‘49  Awarded 2011- Alumni Service Award 

Past Recipients 
2010  Stephen W. Lemon ’80

2009  Linda A. Valleroy ’68

2008  David Trinkle ’79

2007  Anne Lee Stevens, SA

2006  G. Andrew Kegley, Jr. ’77

2005  T. Christopher Moore ’71

2004  Kathryn Krisch Oelschlager ’69

2003  Deb Bennett Haggerty ’76

2002  David D. H. Willis, Sr. ’77

2001  J. Randolph Garrett, Jr. ’65

2000  T. Garrick Steele ’71

1999   Rossie Carter Hutcheson ’73 

“While his commitment 
to the School runs deep, 
Joe has not neglected the 

community at-large.”

AlumniNews

expected to be a responsible citizen who 
generously contributes time and resourc-
es to the community-at-large. 

All NCS alumni and alumnae are invit-
ed to make nominations to the alumni 
association board. Visit www.northcross.
org for more information regarding award 
nominations, and the work of the alumni 
association in the community.  
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Discover the Possibilities

Seniors!
Congratulations,

The Class of 2011 has been accepted to 128 colleges and universities in 27 states, including 
Bucknell University, The College of William and Mary (5), Columbia University, Davidson 
College, Duke University, Hamilton College, Johns Hopkins University, New York University, 
Pratt Institute, Sewanee: The University of the South (5), University of Richmond (2),  University 
of Virginia (5), Virginia Tech (12), Wake Forest University (3), and Washington and Lee University 
(3).  For a complete list of college acceptances or for information about North Cross School, 
please visit www.northcross.org.


