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September
2 Convocation, Carter Athletic Center,  
10 a.m.

7 New Parent Reception, Headmaster’s 
Home, 7 p.m.

12 Art Reception, Logan Gallery, (art 
will remain on display until October 15)

22 Legacy Picnic, 12 p.m.

October 

1–2 Alumni Reunion 

 & Homecoming Weekend (see detailed 
schedule on page 21)

19Admission Open House  
(JK3/JK4/K), Ellis Hall, 8:30 a.m.

Headmaster’s Coffee,  
Cartledge Multi-purpose Room, 
12 p.m.

20 Board of Trustees meeting, 

Hancock Library, 4 p.m.

31 Lower School Trick or 

Treat, Headmaster’s Home

November 
9–12 Book Fair, Tanglewood 
Barnes & Noble

10 Headmaster’s Coffee,  
Cartledge Multi-purpose Room, 
12 p.m.

16 Admission Open House  
(JK3/JK4/K), Ellis Hall, 8:30 a.m.

Ellis Hall Director’s Coffee,  
Cartledge Multi-purpose Room, 12 p.m.

23 Grandparents’ Day, 9 a.m.
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W
hat is at the core of a good edu-
cation?  A core of something is 
that upon which all else is built, 

so what is a good education built around? 
The content of a good education consists 

of the knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes 
that comprise it—
the dates of Cuban 
Missile Crisis; the 
ability to integrate 
an equation; the 
love of reading, to 
give an example 
of each. But upon 

what do these elements hang; what brings 
them to fullness and fruition?
 i would say it is wisdom. it is wisdom 
that takes the above and moves them 
from being two dimensional into being 
three dimensional, being full, lively and 
embodied. But what is wisdom? it is, like 
many things at the core of being human 
(i used that word with great intent), curi-
ously hard to define, though we know it 
when we encounter it, and a wise person 
is universally and properly revered.
 Here are three definitions, pulled from 
various sources: 
1. Wisdom is the ability to apply relevant 

knowledge in an insightful way, espe-
cially to different situations from that 
in which the knowledge was gained. 

2. Wisdom is the ability to make a deci-
sion based on the combination of 
knowledge, experience, and intuitive 
understanding.

3. Wisdom is the discretionary use of 
knowledge for the greatest good.

 So we have that wisdom transcends 
knowledge. Being wise is not the same as 

Headmaster’sMessage

The Core Of A Good Education
being smart; being wise means you know 
how to use your knowledge well. This 
year at North Cross School we embarked 
on a program of ethics education, a pro-
gram intended to bring the qualities of 
character that go into being a good and 
successful person before students’ atten-
tion in a focused, coherent way. Each 
month we stressed a different quality—a 
previous edition of All Points addressed 
this program. The last concept, the con-
cept we finish with, is wisdom, precisely 

because it is the one that brings all the 
rest together. Without wisdom, all the 
other qualities of good character are but 
pale shadows of what they could be, a bit 
like catchy pieces of melody that never 
come together coherently in a beautiful 
symphony. Pretty enough on their own, 
but ultimately, clearly not of deep sub-
stance.
 All this sounds good; we want wis-
dom. But how do we cultivate it? Can it 
be learned? Schools specialize in knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes. What about 
wisdom?
 This is not the place to fully explore 
this question of how wisdom is taught 
and learned, one for which there is a curi-
ous lack of literature (i do not believe i 

have ever seen any research, or even an 
article, about cultivating wisdom in stu-
dents). How does one learn wisdom? 
frankly, i do not know the answer, at least 
not completely. But i have a thought or 
two, as you might guess. 
 Wisdom means seeing the forest, not 
the trees, when the forest must be seen; 
it means knowing when the bigger pic-
ture must carry the day, and when not. 
We have wisdom when we know what 
to focus on. The wise know to what they 
ought to pay attention.
 But wait, that is a description of wis-
dom in action, not a prescription for how 
to attain it.
 Let’s try again. Wisdom rejects ideol-
ogy, so popular today in the public arena 
on both sides of the political spectrum. 
We have wisdom when we are able to 
see beyond what everyone is saying, and 
beyond our own desires, to the truth of 
something, and act on that truth.
 And i find i have fallen again into 
describing wisdom, not saying how to 
attain it. Why is something so important 
so hard to get a handle on? 
 But perhaps that ought not surprise 
us—shouldn’t we expect something at the 
very core of a good human life be difficult 
to explain, to understand, to describe? A 
bit like love, isn’t it? Ought we not expect 
wisdom likewise to be elusive, dodging 
our attempts to contain it in language? 
i believe we learn wisdom, at least in part, 
in two ways. One, by being around and 
observing wise people. in that way it is 
like a skill (i think Aristotle would agree 
with this, and he is pretty good company), 
learned like a trade, as an apprentice. We 
see the benefits it brings; we watch as 

Wisdom means seeing the 
forest, not the trees, when 
the forest must be seen; it 
means knowing when the 
bigger picture must carry 

the day, and when not. 
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A
t its May 12 meeting, the NCS 
Board of Trustees elected its offi-
cers for the 2010 – 11 school year. 

During the meeting they also elected 
three new board members and thanked 
three other board members who rotated 
off the Board on July 1.

2010 – 11 Officers

Elwyn G. Murray iii will serve as the 
chair of the Board of Trustees during 
the 2010 – 11 school year. Murray is a 
leader in the field of business leadership, 
management, and development.  He pos-

sesses broad cross 
functional and 
general manage-
ment experience 
having served in 
numerous roles as 
a Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Executive 
Vice President for 
such distinguished 
companies as food 
Lion and fortune 

500 company Advance Auto Parts.  Mur-
ray, who received both his Bachelor of 
Science in Business and Accounting and 
MBA from Wake forest university, has 
been a trustee since 2007. Elwyn and 
his wife Wendy have three children who 
attend North Cross School: Julia ’21, 
Elwyn ’16 and Sidney ’14. Murray also 
serves as the co-chair of Inspiring Minds: 
A Campaign for North Cross School. 
 T. Christopher Moore ’71 will serve 
as vice-chair. Moore recently retired from 
his position as vice-president at Old Vir-
ginia Brick in Salem. He has a bachelors 

those around us wrestle with nuance and 
complexity. The second way is through 
our own experience, through successes 
and failures brought on by trying to see to 
the heart of a matter and acting accord-
ingly.  
 i cannot do much better in my attempt 
to say how wisdom is acquired, except to 
say we learn wisdom when we spend time 
around those we know are wise (and i 
think we recognize it in action fairly eas-
ily, like the untutored ear can understand 
it is hearing very fine music, even if it 
can’t say how it knows); when we commit 
to doing what is right; and when we com-
mit to learning from our experiences in 
that endeavor. in time we learn wisdom. 
i am not sure there is a way to accelerate 
the process. i am sure it never ends—
wisdom is never fully attained; it is always 
progressed towards.
 So at North Cross School, what do we 
do to help our students attain wisdom? 
We surround them with people who are 
wise; and as an institution, we try to act 
with wisdom. And we talk about wisdom 
when we can. That way, as the core of any-
thing becomes clearer the more you study 
it, our students, over time, get better at 
recognizing wisdom, at valuing it, and at 
becoming wise themselves. 
 i hope all are having a wonderful sum-
mer.

Sincerely, 

Timothy J. Seeley, Headmaster

NewsTidbits

Local Leaders Appointed to Board

Elwyn G. Murray III

degree and a mas-
ter of business 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
from the university 
of Virginia and has 
been a trustee since 
1993. He and his 
wife forrest have 
three sons, Temple 
’07, a senior at the 
university of Vir-

ginia and Spencer, a sophomore at Wash-
ington & Lee university. Their youngest 
child, Christopher ’11, is a rising senior 
at NCS.
 Anne Lee Stevens SA will serve as the 
secretary. Stevens is a broker at Coldwell 
Banker Townside Realtors. She has been a 
member of the Board since 1998.  Stevens 
attended NCS when the School was locat-

ed on union Street 
in Salem, VA. She 
is the first woman 
and the first alum-
na to be elected to 
the Board as chair 
(2007–2010). A 
life-time resident 
of the Roanoke 
Valley, Stevens has 
served as presi-
dent of the Alumni 

Association at North Cross School from 
1996 – 98. Her son Peter Ostaseski, is a 
1999 graduate of North Cross School. She 
received a degree in art from Greenbrier 
College along with additional studies at 
university of Maryland, College Park.

T. Christopher Moore ’71

Anne Lee Stevens SA
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Save the Date
To kick off the 5th annual Mosaic Online Auction in 2011 and celebrate Valentine’s Day, North Cross School will 

host a gala. So, grab your sweetheart, mark your calendar and line up your babysitter. This is sure to be THE social 
event of the year for the NCS community. You don’t want to miss it!

  
February 12, 2011  •  6:30 – 11 p.m.

 roanoke Country Club
 

Dinner  •  Live Music  • Silent Auction  •  Live Auction • Raffle 
Gala tickets will be available for sale in November 2010.  The Mosaic Online Auction will be held from  February 11 – 22.

Departing  

Members

Also at the meeting, 
the Board thanked 
trustees John C. 
Parrott II, William 
L. Cooper III, and 
David D. H. Willis 
Sr. ’77, who rotated 
off the Board at the 
end of June. 
 Parrott joined 
the Board in 1982 
and served in many 
different leadership 
roles over the course 
of his 28-year com-
mitment to NCS, 
including 12 years 

as the Board chair. Cooper served on the 
Board for 13 years and served as the chair 
of the Buildings and Grounds commit-
tee for two years. Willis began serving on 
the Board in 2000 and has most recently 
served as the chair of the Institutional 
Advancement committee. 

Mary in 2001. He is a past president of 
the NCS Alumni Association (2006 – 07) 
and representative to the Board of Trust-
ees (2007 – 08). George and his wife Jen-
nie have two daughters: Tanner ’22 is a 
kindergartner at NCS and Eliza is 2 years 
old. 
 Dr. Ashutosh Chandel is a cardiolo-
gist, practicing in Roanoke. He earned his 
medical degree from Mahatma Gandhi 
Medical Center in Indore, India. Chan-
del completed his cardiology fellowship 
at the University of Arizona at Phoenix 
at Tucson and University of Illinois, Chi-
cago. He and his wife, Dr. Leslie Chan-
del, have three children attending North 
Cross School: Colin ’23, Genevieve ’20 
and Emily ’13. Their oldest child Alex 
’10, is a recent NCS graduate who will 
attend Northwestern University in the 
fall.
 Frith, Vogel and Chandel will each 
serve one three-year term, at the conclu-
sion of which each becomes eligible to 
serve a second term.

New Members

Linda D. Frith is a 
partner with Frith 
Anderson & Peake 
PC. She and her 
husband Dan have 

two children; Thom-
as D. Frith IV ’06 
who is a 2010 grad-
uate of Washington 
& Lee University 
and H. Davis Frith 
’09, a sophomore at 
Washington & Lee 
University. She has 
a bachelors degree 

from The College 
of William and 
Mary and a Juris 

Doctorate from Washington & Lee Uni-
versity.
 George I. Vogel III ’93 is an attor-
ney with Vogel and Cromwell, L.L.C. He 
received a bachelors degree from Wash-
ington & Lee University and a Juris Doc-
torate from The College of William & 

Linda D. Frith
John C. Parrott II

George I. Vogel III ’93 

NewsTidbits

David D. H. Willis Sr. ’77

Gala
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Campus News

The whole school came together on 
April 23 to celebrate Earth Day. Head-
master Timothy J. Seeley announced the 
results of the second annual Headmas-
ter’s Challenge (which asked those in each 

division to reduce energy 
consumption by 
10 percent in the 
respective build-
ings). The lower 

school won the chal-
lenge again this year, with 

another double digit reduction - 22 per-
cent! The cumulative savings for the whole 
school was 14.6 percent this year (and 13 
percent last year). Students ceremoniously 
planted a tree to celebrate. Two additional 
trees will be planted, representing each 
division. Seeley also announced a $1,500 
campaign to purchase motion-sensoring 
light switches for bathrooms in the lower, 
middle, and upper schools. 

NCS students Hannah Carter ’11, Tyler 
Bailey ’11, Madison Macher ’14 and 
Lizzie Bailey ’16 had a winning show 
season as part of their high school and 
middle school IEA riding teams. Midway 
through the competition season, the high 
school team qualified for Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Championships that took place 

RaiderHappenings

Paper that may be placed in recycle:

 Magazines 
 Catalogs, phone books 

 Junk mail 
Wrapping paper 
Paperback books 
Hardcover books 

 Postcards 
Office paper (copier paper, letters, etc) 

Lined paper 
Colored paper 

Paper containers with waxy finish 
Photographs

        No restroom or kitchen used paper 
        No newsprint

in April! The middle school team is not 
far behind. At their last IEA show at Stone 
Bridge Farm, each rider won top ribbons, 
earning points towards individual qualifi-
cation as well.

Lower School

Fifth graders recently completed their 
second VoiceThread (a group audio blog)
using photos from their recent unit on 
sound. During their study of sound, each 
student made a musical instrument using 
the principles the class learned through 
lessons and experimentation. Students 
presented the instrument created, 
described how it makes its sound, and 
some even played their instrument. After 
the VoiceThread was finished, students 
learned how to make comments on the 
VoiceThread, which allows it to be a truly 
collaborative experience. The project was 
led by librarian Amy Holley.

On May 4, 33 third graders, accom-
panied by teachers Donna Horak and 
Meade Martin and four parents, visited 
Monticello in their colonial attire where 

they played games and rolled hoops as 
Thomas Jefferson’s grandchildren had 
done. The students also toured the house, 
grounds, Mulberry Row, the family cem-
etery, and the new visitor’s center with 
many hands-on activities. 

Junior Kindergarten 4 students received a special treat on May 7 in Jamie Lee’s class-

room. Thirty-six students, in three different groups read, “If You Give A Pig A Pancake” by 

Laura Numeroff and were then treated to mid-afternoon pancakes made in the room by 

teacher Angie Davis. 
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RaiderHappenings

On Fri., May 21, fifth grade students 
reenacted the ancient Battle of Pydna 
on the CAC lawn. In this battle more 
than 2200 years ago, the ancient Romans 
defeated an army of Greek phalanx sol-
diers, or hoplites, and went on to con-
quer Greece. Dressed and equipped like 
ancient Roman soldiers, the students 
used hand-painted rectangular plywood 
shields, throwing javelins, and authentic 
looking Roman swords in battle against 
the other fifth grade students who were 
equipped like ancient Greek hoplites 
with long phalanx spears, round hoplite 
shields, and short swords. Headmaster 
Timothy J. Seeley led the Romans. Spen-
cer Shaff ’11 led the Greeks. The activ-
ity followed a unit on ancient Rome that 
students studied for a month under their 
teacher, Victor Lamas. 

Junior Kindergarten 4 students rang 
in the Memorial Day weekend a little 
early this year with a Family Picnic on 
May 28. The students spent time play-
ing in the sprinklers on Thomas Field 
before they enjoyed a picnic lunch with 
their families on the CAC lawn. 

Fourth grader Nathan Seidel won the 
coveted Lower School Spelling Bee com-
petition on April 4. Seidel earned 200 

points for the red 
team. Fellow fourth 
grader Sophia Dort 
placed second and 
earned 150 points 
for the white team. 
In third place, 
fourth grader Jor-

dan Hooker earned 100 points for the red 
team. 

To reinforce what they’ve already learned 
about sight words this year, JK4 students 
celebrated “Sight Word Day” on May 
27! The concept of sight words is intro-
duced to NCS students as part of the 
JK4 curriculum each year. Sight words  

are, by definition, words the students are 
expected to recognize immediately with-
out having to decode the word’s spelling. 
All 36 students in the program (and all 
six teachers!) came to school wearing a 
homemade t-shirt displaying their sight 
word. During class, the students also par-
ticipated in several activities requiring 
them to read, spell, and write dozens of 
different sight words.  

Middle School

Seventh grade students in LeeAnn Far-
ley’s English class celebrated their work as 
poets with a bound copy of their original 
poems and a poetic license issued for life. 
Each student wrote 20 original poems, 
an autobiography, and selected poems 
from other poets of their choosing. The 
students are: Ashley Lemon, Meghan 
McDonnell, Nicole Quinn, Katherine 
Harrison, Meg Evett, Sophie Bradford, 
Maggie Harman, Sarah Shaff, Sam 
Strauss, Max Revercomb, Jack Cran-
well, Brandon Siner, and Will Perry.  

Seidel 
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RaiderHappenings

Friends of the Arts 
Thanks to the generosity of NCS community 

who supported this year’s Friends of the Arts 

activities, FOTA purchased a $3,075 Musser 

Chime Set for the Fine Arts Department. The 

chimes will be used by the band and choral 

programs. Additionally, FOTA purchased two 

wireless microphones for the Fine Arts De-

partment that were used in this year’s spring 

production of Guys and Dolls.

 A parent-run support organization dedi-

cated to enhancing the fine arts experience 

at NCS, Friends of the Arts sponsors events 

to raise money for the fine arts department’s 

“wish list” items and to get the North Cross 

community together to enjoy music, theater 

and art.

 If you would like to join the FOTA commit-

tee, please contact Katherine Watts, president 

at 540-467-1231 or kw@kkwatts.com .  

Friends of the Arts, Parents Association Give Back

The Parents’ Association (PA) has had a busy 

year!  Fall featured a fundraiser and the first of 

three Faculty & Staff Appreciation Days that 

included food, drinks, and treats supplied by 

parents in various grades.  In November, the 

PA provided a catered lunch for the entire 

staff on an in-service work day.

 In December, the PA, for the first time, coor-

dinated a school-wide collection for Holiday 

funds – collecting a total of nearly $11,000.  

All NCS employees received something to 

brighten their holidays. 

 The PA also launched two new, year-round 

fundraisers.  The Kroger Cares program proved 

an instant hit and is already generating con-

siderable funds for the school each month.  

The Great Lakes Scrip Program is growing 

steadily but surely.  This is a great way to earn 

money for NCS as well as help offset tuition, 

books, lunch, costs, etc., for each individual 

family.  More information about both of these 

programs can be found on the website.

 Throughout the school year there were 

skate parties, bowling parties, movie nights 

and many more exciting events for families 

to attend.  

 At the May meeting, the PA elected the fol-

lowing officers for the 2010-11 school year:

Elizabeth Cranwell, President

Wendy Murray, Vice-President

Susan Thurman, Secretary

Mary Lynn Wright, Treasurer

 The PA generally meets the second Thurs-

day of each month (see calendar for changes) 

at noon in Hancock Library.  Meetings last 

approximately one hour, and all NCS parents 

are always welcome!  Be sure to visit www.

northcross.org/parentsassociation for more 

information on what is happening with YOUR 

Parents’ Association.

Parents’ Association

Scrip Fundraiser 
Summer Dates

Purchase the gift cards that you will 

need this summer now and start 

earning money towards your child’s/

grandchild’s NCS account! Gift cards 

can be used to pay for your everyday 

purchases - including clothing, gaso-

line, back to school supplies, restau-

rants, etc.  Orders will be taken on 

July 12 and August 9 at www.shop-

withscrip.com. 

 Payment through PrestoPay is 

preferred – no check to remember to 

take to school! The Scrip cards will be 

available for pick-up in Slack Hall on 

the Friday morning of the ordering 

weeks (7/16 & 8/13). 

 For more information, contact 

Tracy Helmer at kfhglh@gmail.com.
Evan Elwell  ’11 with new chimes purchased 

for the Fine Arts Department by Friends of 

the Arts. 
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Upper School

Students William Frye ’10 and Cath-

erine Jessee ’11 earned first and third 
place, respectively, in The Big Read writ-
ing contest which challenged them to 
write an alternate end to “A Lesson Before 
Dying,” a 1993 novel by Ernest J. Gaines. 
frye and Jessee read the book, along with 
all of the students in Dr. Phyllis Black 
MacDonald’s upper school English 
classes. frye received a $100 prize, Jessee 
a $50 prize. Both were recognized in an 
April 10 The Roanoke Times article. 

Graduates Caitlin Verdu ‘10 and Kaya 

Patel ‘10, who founded NCS’s chapter 
of Pennies for Peace, had the amazing 
opportunity on April 26 to meet the man 
behind the national effort. Verdu and Patel 
attended a presentation by Greg Morten-
son at Hollins university where they pre-
sented him with a poster of upper school 
students signatures as a show of support 
for his organization. Mortenson told Ver-
du and Patel that he planned to hang the 
poster in one of his schools in Afghani-
stan. Mortenson is the co-founder of 
nonprofit Central Asia institute, founder 
of Pennies for Peace, and co-author of 
the #1 New York Times bestseller Three 
Cups of Tea, and author of the best seller 
Stones Into Schools. The girls established 
the NCS chapter of Pennies for Peace in 

May 2009 after reading Three Cups of Tea. 
During the 2008 – 09 school year, they 
collected $500 in pennies from students 
and families in the lower, middle, and 
upper schools. for 2009 – 10, they col-
lected more than $1,000 in pennies. The 
money is used to fund children’s educa-
tion in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Upper school students took a break from 
preparing for exams on May 6 to watch 
one 30-minute episode of a program/
documentary called “30 Days” (with Mor-
gan Spurlock). in this episode Spurlock 
lives the life of a minimum wage worker 
and all that entails - including finding a 
place to rent, finding a job and trying to 
get by on about $280 a week. Many upper 
school students read “Nickel and Dimed: 
On (not) Getting By in America,” by Bar-
bara Ehrenreich this year. 

Senior David Shields was awarded a 
Music Performance 
Scholarship at 
Roanoke College. 
Shields, who plays 
the Euphonium, 
prepared scales and 
two contrasting 
pieces for his audi-

tion on March 27. 
Shields, an Eagle Scout, has been playing 
the Euphonium for about eight years. 

Shields

Frye Jessee 

Kaya Patel ’10, left, and Caitlin Verdu ’10, 

center, with author Greg Mortenson, right.

Symposium 2010

The School’s sixth annual Symposium was 

held on Feb. 12 across campus. Students 

attended workshops and seminars led by 

more than 32 members of the community 

on a variety of topics, including documen-

tary filmmaking, US politics, and forensic 

archaeology.

 The keynote speaker, Andre Robert Lee, 

addressed his film, The Prep School Negro. 

Symposium 2010 was coordinated by Up-

per School teachers Jennifers Landry and 

Natalie Davies.
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AdmissionNews

T
he school year has come to an 
end, but the work continues in the 
Admission Office to prepare for 

the start of the 2010 – 11 school year in 
August. 
 Enrollment for the next school year 
began in the spring when a total of 19 
new families visited the School as they 
explored finding the right educational fit 
for their students. On the April 8 Visit 
Day, 19 prospective lower, middle and 
upper school students attended morning 
classes and enjoyed lunch in the Lemon 
Dining Hall. The students were paired 
with current students of the same age and 
had the opportunity to get a feel for a day 
at NCS. As of June 25, 16 of those 19 stu-
dents applied and completed, or are still 
in the midst of completing, the admission 
process. 
 “it is always rewarding to work with 
these families wishing to explore the val-
ue of an independent school education,” 
said Deborah Jessee, director of admis-
sion and financial assistance. “ultimately, 
many of these families will join the North 

Cross School community.”
 interest from local families, and par-
ticularly from the Blacksburg area, con-
tinue to remain strong. This spring, we 
averaged over forty inquiries per month.  
Looking ahead to opening day, we expect 
to be full in several grades.
 “The best schools keep a high percent-
age of their returning students, but also 
admit a reasonable number of new ones, 
who bring new life, new energy, new 
interests and new talents to the student 
body,” said Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley. 
“We have been fortunate to have consis-
tently reenrolled a good 
percentage of our current 
students whilst having 
robust admissions inter-
est, even during the past 
few years of real eco-
nomic challenges for all.” 
 for more informa-
tion, please contact Jes-
see at djessee@north-
cross.org or 540-989-
6641. 

Admission Office Stays Busy!

Previous Year  
Opening Day  

Enrollment Numbers
2009– 545

2008– 522

2007– 500

2006– 482

2005– 498

Junior Kindergarten 3 – Kindergarten Open House 

Oct. 19, 2010  8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Nov. 16, 2010  8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Jan. 11, 2011  8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

feb. 3, 2011  8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Admission Visit Day for Grades Rising 1 – 11 

feb. 21, 2011  9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

April 29, 2011  9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

2010 – 11 Open House/Visit Days
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Commencement 
c e l e b r at i n g o u r n e w e s t  a lu m n i

O
n June 5, hundreds of parents, 
students, and faculty mem-
bers filled the Carter Athletic 

Center gymnasium during the School’s 
47th annual Commencement activities. 
Hampden-Sydney College President Dr. 
Christopher B. Howard was the keynote 
speaker. 
 Howard is the 24th president, and the 
first African-American president, at the 
all-male school in Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
He is one of the youngest college presi-
dents in the united States. 
 The ceremony recognized the accom-
plishments of the 29 members of the 
senior class. in total, the students received 
102 acceptance letters from 50 colleges 
and universities across the country. One 
hundred percent of this year’s seniors 
will attend college in the fall. During the 
ceremony, the School also honored Ste-
phen W. Lemon ’80 with the Alumni 
Service Award, presented each year by 
the School’s alumni association (More 
information on page 29).
 following the ceremony, a reception 
was held in front of Slack Hall where the 
School’s newest alumni celebrated with 
faculty and family members.

2010

The 2010 Senior Class.

Headmaster Timothy L. Seeley 

congratulates Bill Stephenson.

Keynote speaker Dr. Christopher B. Howard addresses the 

graduates.



c e l e b r at i n g o u r n e w e s t  a lu m n i

College Acceptances

Congratulations to the Class of 2010. The 29 students received 102  
acceptance letters from 50 colleges and universities across the country.   
100 percent of the Class of 2010 will attend college in the fall.

Jonathan Creed Ayers    Dabney S. Lancaster Community College
Anna Christian Black    University of Mississippi
Devin Edward Cain    Glenville State College
Tyler Daniel Caveness    Harvard University
Alexander Narayan Chandel    Northwestern University
William Patton Coles V    Wofford College
Marli Jon Dabareiner   § Randolph-Macon College
Brittany Lynn Fisher    Bridgewater College
Andrew Edward Floyd  § College of Charleston
William Wallace Frye    Sewanee, University of the South
William Hubert Groth  § Roanoke College
Philip Michael Grubbs    Hampden-Sydney College
Toles Barber Hartman    University of North Carolina at Asheville
William Thomas Henahan    George Mason University
Gavin Miles Hollingsworth    Roanoke College
Aamir Ali Imam     Brown University
Sarah Clayton Jessee    Washington and Lee University
Brian Davis Mangold §   Roanoke College
Mary Margaret McConaughy §   Virginia Tech
Dillon Thomas Meacham    Bridgewater College
Kaya Patel  • § The College of William and Mary
David Heifner Shields §   Roanoke College
William Cowell  Stephenson V   Hampden-Sydney College
Brittany Marie Taylor    Undecided
Caitlin Elizabeth Wokutch Verdu • §    The College of William and Mary
Xin Xin Wang  • Ohio State University
Benjamin Irving Weiserbs  § Franklin and Marshall College
Emily Kate Williams    Bridgewater College
James Lenoir Woltz    Roanoke College

•  Cum Laude Society      §  Margaret Northcross Ellis Award

2010 Academic Awards  
The following awards were announced  

during Commencement:

North Cross Medal 
Caitlin Verdu 
Presented by the 
Board of Trustees to 
the valedictorian of 
the graduating class.

North Cross Cup 
Kaya Patel 
Presented by the 
Board of Trustees to 
the salutatorian of 
the graduating class.

Thomas A. Slack 

Award 
Aamir Imam 
This award is pre-
sented to the student 
in the senior class 
who has rendered 
the highest service 

to North Cross School through leader-
ship based on the influence of character.

2010
Emily Williams ceremoniously moves 

her tassle to the right after receiving 

her diploma.



A
s one of our teachers said at the 
beginning of the year, “this is a 
very weird senior class.” And I’m 

sure most of the people behind me would 
agree when I say that we’re an interesting 
blend of people. Just two years ago, we 
were a class of 19, but today 29 of us stand 
before you. Some of us have known each 
other for 14 years, and others for only 
one. But we all have at least three things 
in common- we’ve been lucky enough 
to have gone to school together, to have 
known one another, and to have learned 
from each other. And today we have been 
brought together to celebrate our accom-
plishments.
 We have done it. We have survived 
high school. All those hours and hours of 
sitting in class, pulling all-nighters, and 
stressing over tests—today it all pays off.
 

But of course, we would not be here with-
out our dedicated teachers. These are the 
people who choose to spend their time 
with us. They believe in us and push us 
to always be better. Today is as much a 
testament to their achievements as it is to 
ours.
 So thank you Mr. (Will) Peters for 
your unforgettable and occasionally con-
fusing comments. Mr. (Stephen) Belderes, 
for your constant sarcasm and nicknames 
(who can forget Sir Sass-a-lot?), Mr. (Rich-
ard) Cook, for your ancient jokes—we 
love you even though we hate your quiz-
zes. Mr. (Chris) Davies, for entertaining 
us with your side comments to yourself. 
Dr. (Phyllis) MacDonald for your vibrant 
wardrobe. And to everyone else I have 
not mentioned—thank you, your work 
does not go unappreciated.
 Now we might be a little intimidated 

Valedictorian Speech

Valedictorian Caitlin Verdu ’10 with her parents 

Richard Wokutch (left) and Mary Ellen Verdu 

(right) and Headmaster Timothy J. Seeley.



by what the future will bring. i’d like to 
be able to say that no one here will ever 
have any problems, but such a statement 
is unrealistic. However, i can say with 
confidence that our time here at North 
Cross has prepared us for anything that 
may lay ahead. When we do become 
overwhelmed, we can look back and 
remember all that our teachers, and per-
haps more importantly our friends, have 
taught us.
 from Marli (Dabareiner ’10) and Alex 
(Chandel ’10) we have learned the art of 
debate. Philip has taught us that no voice 
is beyond impersonation. frye has taught 
us how to survive like Bear Grylls. David 
and Will have shown us the meaning of 
friendship—you two are the true “Cos-
mic Twins.” And Mary and Andrew have 
proved that laughter really is contagious.  
 Together we’ve learned these lessons 

and so many more. With this knowledge 
we will be able to face the future head-on, 
and know that even when times are tough, 
it’s nothing we cannot handle. And that’s 
what we’ve gained from our time here at 
North Cross.
 So five years from now, we may not 
remember who won the Battle of Tren-
ton or what the quadratic formula is, (in 
fact, many of us probably don’t remember 
now) but that’s not the point. We didn’t 
come to North Cross just to memorize 
facts. We came to learn how to think. 
How to think about new ideas, how to 
make informed decisions, and how to 
understand and value other people.
 These are the abilities we will need in 
the future. We have spent the last four 
years developing these abilities--in the 
classroom, on the playing field, and in the 
Senior Lounge. And today, we will take 

what we have learned with us, as we move 
to our lives beyond North Cross.
 i’d like to give a special thanks to Tyler 
Caveness—you know why. And i would 
especially like to thank my best friend 
Kaya Patel—we wrote this speech togeth-
er, and the expressed sentiments are just 
as much hers as they are mine.
 And thank you all—i could not imag-
ine high school without each and every 
one of you.
 i’d like to finish as Mr. Davies does 
every single friday, by saying “Make good 
decisions!” Thank you, and CONGRATu-
LATiONS TO THE CLASS Of 2010!  

Note: Speech written and delivered by 
Caitlin Verdu at commencement. Verdu 
will be attending the College of William & 
Mary.
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Athletics

Raiders Win 2010 State Lax Championship
Coach Earns State Coach of the Year Title
Two Players Named to Division III All-State Team

C
ongratulations to Varsity Lacrosse 
Coach Stephen Belderes who 
has been named the ViSAA (Vir-

ginia independent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation) Division iii State Coach of the 
Year! The announcement came less than 
a week after the School’s varsity lacrosse 

team won the ViSAA 
Division iii State title 
after defeating Wake-
field School, 14 – 6, 
on Sat., May 15. Both 
the lacrosse team state 
title and the state 
coach title are firsts for 

North Cross School.
  The ViSAA selected Belderes as the 
Division iii State Coach of the Year from 
amongst all of the division three coaches. 
Belderes is the second NCS coach this 

year to earn the state title. Varsity Vol-
leyball Coach Heather Donaho was 

also named the State Coach of 
the Year (for volleyball) this 

year.
 “The ViSAA 

has great coaches in 
all three divisions, 

and to be select-
ed from this 

group is 
a true 

honor,” said Belderes. 
“i’d like to thank my assistant coach Chris 
Davies and our middle school lacrosse 
coach Chris Pollock for their hard work 
as well.”
 Belderes started his college coach-
ing career after a very successful senior 
campaign as points leader and captain 
at St. Andrews College, where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree. He spent four years 
coaching at St. Andrews College, leading 
his team to the semifinals of the NCAA 
tournament. Belderes took over the NCS 
Varsity Lacrosse Coach in August 2007.
  The Raiders finished up the season 
with a 11-4 record and placed two players 
on the Division iii All-State team.
  George Revercomb ’12 (attack) with 
35 goals and 44 assists and Quint Coles 
’10 (midfield) 23 goals and 9 assists, were 
named first Team All-State.
 former Dean of Students Chris 
Davies, who also taught history was the 
team’s assistant coach. 

All-State Athletic  
Kudos for Baseball

Congratulations to Craig Hoelzer ’11 

who was named to the First Team All-

State and Sam Lawrence ’12 to the 

Second Team All-State. Both boys also 

made first team all-conference. They 

are members of the varsity baseball 

team, coached by Assistant Athletic 

Director Eric Lawrence. The varsity 

baseball team went farther than any 

NCS baseball team before, losing in 

the baseball state (VISAA Division III) 

semifinal game to Blessed Sacrament 

School 7-2, on Sat., May 15 in Colonial 

Heights. 

Belderes
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C
ongratulations to the NCS Var-
sity Tennis Team who won the 
Blue Ridge Conference (BRC) 

Tournament Title on Sat., May 8, in the 
championship game against rival Carlisle 
School. 
  Team members include: Sarah Jessee 
’10, Hannah Carter ’11, Lara Min ’12, 
Gussie Revercomb ’13, Morgan Clark 
’14, Anna Cooper ’14, Adrienne Wynd 
’12, Hazel Lindhal ’13, Lizzie McIvor 
’13, Elizabeth Rock ’13, Alex Worthy 
’12, and Courtney Mayberry ’12. The 
team is coached by Heather Lawrence 
and Sarah Hill.
 Singles results No. 1: Robbi Jensen 
(C) d. Lara Min 9-7; No. 2: Sydney Patch-
ett (C) d. Sarah Jessee 8-4; No. 3: Morgan 
Clark (NC) d. Emily Thomas 8-6; No. 4: 
Hannah Carter (NC) d. 
Katie Snyder 8-6; Gussie 
Revercomb (NC) d. Esther 
Kang 8-1; McKay ullstein 
(C) d. Adrienne Wynd 8-6.
 Doubles results No. 
1: Jensen/Thomas (C) d. 
Min/Anna Cooper 8-3; 
No. 2: Jessee/Clark (NC) d. 
Patchett/Snyder 8-5; No. 3: 
Carter/Revercomb (NC) d. 
Kang/ullstein, 8-0.  

Varsity Tennis 
Team Wins BRC 
Tournament 
Title

C
ongratulations was extended to 
NCS graduate Philip Grubbs ’10 
who earned the title of ViC (Vir-

ginia independent Conference) tennis 
singles’ champion. He 
played fantastic tennis 
on Sat., May 1, defeat-
ing the #2 seed from 
Covenant in the first 
round, #1 seed from 
VES in the second 
round, the #1 seed 
from Carlisle in the 

semifinals, and took down the #1 seed 
from Eastern Mennonite in the final, 7-5, 
6-3. Grubbs, who was also named to the 
ViSAA tennis all-state team, is a member 
of the NCS varsity tennis team, coached 
by Heather Donaho ’95.

Philip Grubbs 
Wins VIC State 
Championship 
Title

Boosters Cookbook 
Now Available

 
Produced by the NCS Boosters, this first-

ever edition of The Game Plan is full of 

hundreds of recipes sent in from the 

NCS community. The 244 page book 

includes breakfasts, starters, 30-minute 

meals, entrees, faculty & staff favorites, 

soups, chilies and desserts. The book is 

available for just $20 each.

   All proceeds will be used to support 

the NCS athletic program. Order forms 

can be found at www.northcross.org/

boosters. For more information, please 

contact Boosters Members and Cook-

book Committee Chair Pam Moskal at 

swert22@cox.net.

Athletics

Grubbs
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Small Class Size

Much research exists that supports the 
belief that, especially for younger chil-
dren, small class sizes have a positive 
effect on student achievement as a whole. 
fewer students in the classroom means 
that NCS students can be more focused 
on the material they are learning.
 “More teacher-student interaction 
allows the teacher to recognize the needs 
of individual students and customize 
instruction and assignments,” according 
to the American federation of Teachers. 
“for their part, students are more likely to 
be on task and less likely to talk amongst 
themselves. They create fewer discipline 
problems and engage in more pro-social 
behavior, allowing teachers to devote 
more time to instruction and less to con-
trolling the class. Smaller classrooms are 
more pleasant and have fewer distrac-
tions.”
 At NCS, the average class size for the 
entire school is 1:11. Students in junior 
kindergarten and kindergarten have a 
teacher and teacher’s aide in a classroom 
of 23 children. in several upper school 
classes, including Jennifer Landry’s 
forensic Science class, the typical class 

any way you slice it, North Cross School offers an  
unparalleled education that enhances learning through small class sizes, a 
wide variety of athletic opportunities, foreign language for students from 
junior kindergarten through twelfth grade, and a vast fine arts program.  

The Core of a 
Good Education

Foreign Language

Athletics
Fine Arts

Small Class Size
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consists of about five students. The same 
holds true for Erin Levering’s Advanced 
Placement BC Calculus class which is 
usually between five and ten students.

Athletics

NCS offers interscholastic competition 
in more than a dozen sports, including: 
baseball, basketball, cross country, field 
hockey, football, golf, lacrosse, soccer, 
swimming, tennis, volleyball, and wres-
tling.
 NCS athletic teams have seen much 
success in recent school years, bringing 
home state titles in varsity lacrosse in 
2010, varsity volleyball in 2009, varsity 
football in 2008, and varsity boys’ soccer 
in 2007. in 2010, Varsity Volleyball Coach 
Heather Donaho and Varsity Lacrosse 
Coach Stephen Belderes were both 
named the ViSAA Division iii coach of 
the year in their respective sports.
 Additionally, individual student ath-
letes have seen much success during the 
2009 – 10 school year, with several stu-
dents having received college commit-
ments.
 Devin Cain ’10 will attend Glenville 
State College in the fall. Cain, who was 
selected to the ViSAA first team all state 
as a linebacker in 2008 and 2009 was also 
selected by The Roanoke Times as a sec-
ond team All Timesland player in 2009. 
He plans to study physical therapy at 
Glenville State College. 
 Dillon Meacham ’10 will attend 
Bridgewater College. He was selected 
to the ViSAA second team all state as a 
defensive lineman in 2008 and 2009. in 
2009, he had 17 tackles for loss of yard-
age and 13 sacks, was a team captain, 
and received the school’s Coach’s Award. 
Meacham plans to study criminal justice 

at Bridgewater with hopes of pursuing a 
career in the government security indus-
try. 
 it was a tough choice for Tyler Cave-
ness ’10, who received offers of admis-
sion from Harvard and Princeton this fall, 
but the decision was clear after the senior 
visited the Harvard campus – Harvard 
it would be. Although schools in the ivy 
League do not give athletic scholarships, 
they compete on the Division i-AA lev-
el. Caveness rushed for 2,185 yards and 
scored 26 touchdowns as a junior, when 
he helped lead NCS to the ViSAA state 
title. Caveness plans to study pre-med, 
and hopes to become a doctor. 
 in November, varsity basketball player 
Toles Hartman ’10 signed a NCAA Divi-
sion i scholarship to play basketball at 
uNC Asheville. 
 One of the main goals of the NCS ath-
letic program is to give every child in the 
middle and upper schools the opportuni-
ty to participate in the athletic program. 
Each year approximately 90 percent of 
NCS students participate on at least one 
of the 31 teams offered.
 “We are very fortunate to have a dedi-
cated coaching staff that teaches our stu-
dent athletes not only the skills necessary 
to be successful in their sport but also 
life lessons that they will carry with them 
throughout life,” said Athletic Director 
Donna Satterwhite. “The work of our 
coaches and student athletes this year has 
resulted in two state championships and 
eight teams participating in state tourna-
ments,” she added.
 The School’s athletic facilities include 
a practice gym and game gym, as well as 
wrestling courts, in the Carter Athletic 
Center, and Hooper field, Porterfield 
field, and Thomas field. 

Bradley Blum ’95
Education:  B.S. Finance McIntire School of 

Commerce University of Virginia

MBA Kenan Flagler School of Commerce 

Univeristy of North Carolina

Current Job: Assistant VP - Investments 

Wells Fargo Advisors

I recently was at North Cross watching my 

daughter Grace perform in her second grade 

program on Africa. While sitting in the Slack 

Hall Auditorium, I reflected back on my past 

and current experiences at NCS and on what 

truly makes the school special. I believe that 

everything about the 

school -- its small class 

sizes, the emphasis on 

athletic involvement, the 

incorporation of foreign 

languages, and the appre-

ciation of fine arts -- work 

together to help our chil-

dren build confidence.

 Mention the word success and many at-

tributes come to mind, including hard work, 

intelligence, determination, perseverance 

and luck. These attributes are all critical, but 

it is confidence that is at the core of success. 

Without confidence the entrepreneur would 

never take the risk, the social activist would 

never stand up for what he or she believes, 

the boy would never ask the girl out on the 

first date or ask her to marry him. 

 I graduated from North Cross in 1995. It 

was the search for confidence that led our 

family back to North Cross in 2008. My other 

daughter, Caroline, was very shy and we felt 

that the small classes at North Cross would 

provide her with the environment to excel. 

North Cross has exceeded our expectations 

and, in a very short time, both Grace and Car-

oline have grown to be confident girls well 

on their way to achieving success. 

Small Class SizesThe Core of a 
Good Education
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Athletics
Fine Arts

Small Class Size
Athletics

Stephen Hamilton ‘99
Education: BA from Emory and Henry 

College, ‘03

Current Job: Vice President, Commercial 

Insurance Services, Inc. in Roanoke.

When I reflect on my experiences at 

North Cross School, athletics significant-

ly contributed to my personal growth. 

I was fortunate to 

have great mentors 

like Richard Cook 

and Jim Muscaro, 

who challenged me 

in the classroom and 

on the field. Condi-

tioning athletes to 

compete helps cul-

tivate characteristics 

such as leadership, discipline, teamwork, 

determination, and respect.

 Personally, I was not the player with 

the most talent, but at times the player 

with the most determination. I left NCS 

to pursue collegiate athletics and aca-

demics at Emory and Henry College. 

There, I played for their soccer program 

and majored in political science. 

 NCS provides students with a rare op-

portunity to play a variety of sports and 

excel in a competitive conference. The 

athletic community at NCS enriched my 

scholastic experience and continues to 

impact other student athletes in similar 

ways.

Foreign Language

Jiewon Baek ’04
Education: B.A. in French and Studio Art, 

Emory & Henry College,

M.A. in Foreign Languages and Literatures, 

Virginia Tech

Current Job: Graduate Teaching Assistant 

in French. Starting a doctorate program in 

French literature at University of Minnesota 

in August.

“As a student who has continued in the 

field of foreign languages and literatures 

in higher education, I have come to real-

ize how the classroom in second language 

acquisition holds potential for significant 

long-term impact. The classroom can be 

a setting in which a student’s first contact 

with a foreign language occurs, and there-

by plant a life-long passion in foreign lan-

guages, literatures, and cultures, to contin-

ue outside of the 

classroom. This 

quality was 

true for the for-

eign language 

classrooms at 

North Cross. 

The students in 

Mr. Dickenson’s 

French classes 

developed into a close-knit group. This inti-

mate setting allowed conversation, person-

al feedback, and individual opportunities 

for output, which are crucial for the foreign 

language classroom. Thanks to the French 

program at NCS, rather than the language 

being a product of school knowledge, 

French continues to be a part of my daily 

life and pursuits.”

 

Foreign Language

formal foreign language instruction is 
offered to students in junior kindergar-
ten through twelfth grade. As three and 
four years olds in the Junior Kindergar-
ten 3 program, students spend time each 
week learning french and Spanish. At 
this young age, instruction focuses on 
auditory and oral skills though the incor-

poration of songs and games. Beginning 
in Junior Kindergarten 4 students learn 
Spanish and french in alternating years 
(JK4 – Spanish, Kindergarten – french, 
first Grade – Spanish, Second Grade 
– french). Beginning in third grade, 
students spend half of the year learn-
ing Spanish and the other half learning 
french. As students get older, instruction 
begins to focus increasingly on oral and 
auditory comprehension.
 “Adults learn a language, but chil-
dren acquire the language,” said foreign 
Language Department Chair Dr. Sarah 
duPlessis. “The earlier people begin a 
language, the more natural it is for them 
to establish a firm foundation in that lan-
guage.”
 As sixth graders, students may choose 
to take french or Spanish daily. By eighth  
grade, Latin also becomes an option. At the 
high school level, students are required to 
take three consecutive levels of one lan-
guage (eighth grade level 1 classes count 
toward this requirement). Higher levels 
of several languages, including Advanced 
Placement classes, are offered. 
 “Communicating in a foreign lan-
guage encourages cultural understanding, 
enhances the understanding of the native 
language, and fosters a greater apprecia-
tion of the arts and world history,” said 
duPlessis.

Fine Arts

fine arts opportunities in the visual, 
instrumental, and performing arts are 
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Foreign Language
Athletics

Fine Arts

Small Class Size Fine Arts
Betsy Cunningham Morgan ‘83
Education: BA in Studio Art from Sweet Briar 

College

Current Job: Artist. She has exhibited in gal-

leries throughout Va. as well as New York, 

Georgia and West Va. Her work has been fea-

tured in Studio Visit Magazine, Virginia Living, 

Traditional Home and The Media General Art 

Collection Catalogue.

 

“As a student at 

North Cross, we 

were taught to 

revere our lo-

cal artists. There 

were gallery- and 

museum-worthy 

exhibits hanging 

in Slack Hall at all times. Our school days were 

enriched with artists talks and demonstra-

tions. We ‘knew’ the sculptures of Betty Branch, 

the collage-work of Vera Dickerson and the 

watercolors of Eric Fitzpatrick. I will always re-

member the year an exhibit of Thomas Eakins’ 

paintings hung right outside the headmaster’s 

office (along with a fleet of security guards) 

and we knew we were among greatness. I was 

taught to appreciate and develop opinions 

about the art which surrounded me. Looking 

back, I realize that the artwork we produced 

as students was equally appreciated by our 

teachers and friends in the NCS community. 

The first painting I ever sold was purchased 

by Mrs. Wall, my geometry teacher at the time, 

from a student art show in Slack Hall. That in-

terest and support followed me well beyond 

NCS. The day my Senior Art Exhibition opened 

at Sweet Briar College, Shirley Johnson (my 

NCS art teacher) was there with a busload of 

art students to celebrate with me. Thanks to 

Shirley and a school that infused its curriculum 

and its environment with the arts, I was given 

the foundation, inspiration, and confidence.”

  For more information on Betsy go to www.

betsymorgan.org.

part of the core curriculum at NCS. In 
addition to classes, students, faculty, and 
staff at NCS are exposed to the arts on 
a daily basis through the student gallery 
and the Logan Gallery, which features the 
work of more than 50 local artists in sev-
eral different shows each year.
 Like foreign language, an emphasis on 
music instruction begins early at NCS. 
Students in the Junior Kindergarten 3 
program participate in weekly music, 
visual, and performing art lessons and 
daily integration of the arts into class-
rooms. All third grade students receive 
string instruction during the week, and 
drama is introduced in the lower school 
with classroom plays and performances. 
Students in fourth through twelfth grades 
also have the opportunity to participate 
in a school-wide drama production each 
spring. Field trips to various arts venues, 
including The Roanoke Children’s The-
atre and Blackfriars Playhouse in Staun-
ton, Va., are common outings for students 
each year.
 The middle school fine arts experi-
ence concentrates on studio art, vocal 
music, and instrumental music. Sixth and 
seventh grade students choose between 
Concert Band and Chorus, which they 
attend four days per week. In addition, 
they attend visual arts classes on alter-
nating dates. Eighth grade students select 
band, chorus, or art as a yearlong class. 
Students also have the opportunity to 
participate in a middle school drama pro-
duction each year.

 In upper school, each student must 
fulfill a three-credit fine arts require-
ment for graduation, enroll in a tri-
mester long Art History class in tenth 
grade, and may take additional fine arts 
courses for elective credits. Course 
offerings include Music Theory I and 
II, Symphonic Band, Chorus, Introduc-
tions to Drawing, Painting and 3-D Art, 
Graphic Design; Web and Print Design, 
Creative Movie Making; Portfolio/AP 
Art, Photography, Drama Workshop, 
Greek Tragedy, and Writers Workshop. 
New and alternate courses are developed 
as the department continually assesses 
the needs and interests of students.
 In addition to the wide array of class 
offerings in the arts, part of the distinc-
tion of NCS’s fine arts program lies in 
small classes, allowing teachers to work 
with students individually to develop 
their talents. 
 Many NCS graduates have gone on 
to pursue a higher education and career 
in the arts. Local artists Nancy Cun-
ningham Mauck ’79 and Mary Boxley 
Bullington ’71 are two NCS alumni who 
have done well in the art community.
 The bulk of the fine arts instruction 
takes place in New Slack Hall, a newly 
remodeled facility with specialized 
classrooms including two well-lit visual 
arts rooms and two large and acousti-
cally sound music classrooms. Fishburn 
Auditorium, in Slack Hall, provides a 
performance space for students involved 
in drama and chorus productions. 
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H
istory Teacher and Coach Dave 
Calvert has been awarded the 
2010 North Cross School Award 

for Excellence in Teaching. The award was 
presented to Calvert during an assembly 
on April 27, in the Carter Athletic Cen-
ter.
  “i am both honored and humbled 
with my nomination and selection for 
this award,” said Calvert. “The fact that 
nominations come from the students 

and faculty of North Cross makes it a 
very prestigious and special award. Dur-
ing my tenure at North Cross, it has been 
my pleasure to hold a variety of positions. 
Teaching is my favorite, and it continues 
to be a very rewarding experience for me. 
Given the excellence of the past recipi-
ents of this award, it is indeed an honor 
to be included in this group of esteemed 
educators and friends.”
  Now in its tenth year, The North Cross 
School Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing recognizes a faculty member who 
has a minimum of three years teaching 
experience at North Cross School, exper-
tise in his or her field, and the ability to 
effectively communicate that expertise/
knowledge, the desire and commitment 
to grow professionally, and participation 
in the greater School community through 

co-curricular activities. Nominations for 
the award are made by students, faculty, 
and alumni.
  “Over the course of his career, Dave 
has contributed to every element of our 
school. in addition to being a history 
teacher, he has been a coach and served as 
director of the middle school,” said Head-
master Timothy J. Seeley.
 “This award, however, honors his work 
in the classroom. He has that rare gift in 
an experienced educator of remaining 
enthusiastic and fresh, even after working 
with many, many students. He is as posi-
tive and good-humored as anyone i have 
worked with and always interested in new 
ideas and approaches. He is an excellent 
role model for younger teachers in this 
way. i could not be more pleased he is 
receiving this award.”
  Calvert, who has a bachelors degree 
and a masters degree in education from 
Virginia Tech, began his teaching career 
at NCS in 1972 as a student teacher.
 Since then, he has taught fourth, 
fifth, sixth, and seventh grade math and 
history. He has also taught pre-algebra, 
health, and drama in the middle school, 
and Project Charlie in the lower school. 
He currently teaches sixth grade u.S. His-
tory and eighth grade World History. He 
has also coached both boys and girls bas-
ketball and softball during his tenure at 
the School and currently coaches middle 
school girls basketball. Calvert, who is 
well loved by his students and his col-
leagues, has also served in several admin-
istrative roles, including positions as the 
director of the lower and middle schools, 

the director of summer programs, and the 
director of guidance. Calvert currently 
serves on the Academic Policies and Pro-
cedures committee. He has worked with 
all but one of the School’s headmasters.
 He is a veteran of the united States Air 
force, having served in Japan and Korea 
from 1966–1970. Calvert and his wife 
Robin have been married for 44 years and 
have two daughters, Michelle Miller ’85 
and Blair Trail ’95, both NCS graduates 
and teachers. Miller teaches at Midloth-
ian Middle School, and Trail teaches sec-
ond grade at NCS.
 Calvert will receive a stipend in recog-
nition of the accomplishment. 
 

Dave Calvert Named Recipient of 
Award for Excellence in Teaching

focusOnfaculty

Past Recipients 
2009 Middle School History Teacher   

 Heather Lawrence

2008  Upper School History Teacher   

 Richard Cook

2007 Upper School English Teacher   

 Gates DeHart (retired)

2006  First Grade Teacher Betsy Cook

2005 Middle School Science Teacher  

 Sandy Patterson

2004 Junior Kindergarten Teacher   

 Temple Glenn (retired)

2003  Upper School Science Teacher 

 Jerry Maycock (retired)

2002 Middle and Upper School Latin  

 Teacher Margaret Grayson (retired)

2001 Fifth Grade Teacher 

 Mary Lou Sallade (retired)

“Over the course of his 
career, Dave has  

contributed to every  
element of our school.”



    A l l  P o i n t s  S u m m e r  2 0 1 0    23

O
n June 11, more than 50 faculty 
and staff members, and their 
spouses, came together to cele-

brate the end of the 2009 – 10 school year 
at the home of Assistant Headmaster and 
Lower School Director Liz Holt. 
 Director of Admission & financial 
Assistance Deborah Jessee was recog-
nized having celebrated 20 years of loyal 
and dedicated service with the School. 
She began her career at NCS as a 2nd 
grade teacher in 1990, and spent time 
teaching kindergarten as well. in 2008, 
she began in her current role in the 
Admission Office. 
 for their combined 46 years of ser-
vice to the School, Transportation Direc-
tor Alton Throckmartin (26 years) and 
Junior Kindergarten 4 Director Ruth 
Longbrake (20 years) each received an 
heirloom wooden chair engraved with 
their dates of service.
 During the event, faculty and staff 
also took the time to honor the following 
faculty and staff who are not returning 
for the 2010 – 11 school year: 

Laura Brads

Assistant to 
Director
of Admission 
(3 years)

Clinton Conner

Transportation 
Manager (7 years)

Myles Curtis

upper School 
English,

upper School 
Drama,
Musicals (1 year)

Chris Davies

upper School 
History &
Government, 
Dean of Students,
Assistant Lacrosse 
Coach (5 years)

Lawrence Award  
Awarded to Malcolm 

Douglas
This year’s Lawrence Award has been awarded to 

Upper School Spanish Teacher and Director of Com-

munity Service Malcolm Douglas.  He is also the 

chair of the NCS Sustainability Committee.

 The purpose of the award, which was established 

in 2000 (by the Lawrence family, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 

C. Lawrence and their children, Joseph C. Lawrence 

’85, William A. Lawrence ’87 and Maria Lawrence 

Leopold ’89), is to promote excellence in teaching. 

Each year a deserving faculty member receives a sti-

pend of $3,000 to be used for faculty enrichment. To 

receive the award, a full-time teacher must have:

.  A minimum of one full year of teaching experi-

ence at NCS

.  A commitment to the improvement of his or her 

craft

.  The desire to grow professionally

.  A promise to return to NCS after the grant has 

been used

.  An obligation to share the experience with stu-

dents and colleagues.

Douglas will use the stipend to cover the costs as-

sociated with participating in the Virginia Associa-

tion of Independent Schools (VAIS) “Go Green Chal-

lenge.”

 Since he was appointed by the headmaster in 

2008, Douglas has spearheaded the School’s efforts 

to become more sustainable. Under his leadership, 

the committee has developed an extensive pro-

gram that involves the entire School community. 

The program has three components: recycling, en-

ergy conservation, and education.

 The Challenge is a friendly competition de-

signed to encourage implementation of specific 

environmental policies and practical actions that 

reduce the carbon emissions generated by Virginia’s 

independent schools and the broader community. 

The Challenge will evaluate NCS in 10 sustainability 

categories. This will allow faculty to better incorpo-

rate the sustainability theme into all aspects of the 

curriculum at NCS.

Faculty Celebrates End of 
Successful Year

Natalie Davies

upper School 
Math,
Associate Direc-
tor of Counseling,
Yearbook Advi-
sor (3 years)

Julie Grove

Kindergarten, 
Destination imagi-
nation (13 years)

Greg Johnson

Marlins Head 
Coach,
Varsity Swim 
Coach (3 years)

Lee Johnson 
Phyisical  
Education, 
Varsity  
football Coach
(3 years)

Ruth Longbrake 

Director of Junior 
Kindergarten 
4 (20 years)

Phyllis  

MacDonald

upper School 
English Chair,
Assistant to 
Headmaster for
Academic 
Programs, 
Advisor to  
Calliope (6 years)

Kelly McBride 
Director of 
finance (6 years)

Will Peters

upper School  
Science and Math,
Assistant  
Wrestling Coach 
(5 years)

Mary Semler 
Teacher Grade 
4 (11 years)

Alton  

Throckmartin

Transporta-
tion Director
(26 years)

Mallory  

Trowbridge 
Head Develop-
ment Coach
Learn to Swim 
Program (1 year)

Henry Wise

Middle School 
English, 
Middle School 
Boys’ Basketball
(3 years)

focusOnfaculty
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DevelopmentNews

Greetings from  

the Development Office! 

Although the school year is over and teachers and 
students are enjoying a much awaited and well-
deserved vacation, the Development Office staff 
remains hard at work in Slack Hall. 

  i’m pleased to report that since the last issue of All Points, we have con-
ducted a communications survey. Nearly 200 current parents completed 
the survey in late february, reinforcing how important our communication 
efforts are to parents and providing feedback that has already proven to be 
helpful to us. Because everyone is inundated with an over abundance of 
information, it is our desire to communicate as effectively and efficiently 
as we can, while at the same time providing the information parents need, 
when and where they need it.  Through a balanced combination of email 
announcements, website updates, Crossties, All Points, facebook, e-news-
letters, and other publications, we strive to keep our families apprised of all 
the activities and opportunities that exist at the school.   
  Additionally, we have developed another survey for the school’s nearly 
1,400 alumni to learn more about their communication preferences and 
look forward to those results in August.   
 in the coming months, we’ll be working hard to share information with 
everyone about the 2010-2011 school year. Please feel free to visit the web-
site for announcements and invitations from the school over the summer, 
and if you are on campus we hope you will stop by! 

Best regards,

Kim Williamson
Director of Development

Spring Red &White Events
Big Flea
 

T
he School’s annual Big flea (white 
elephant and clothing sale) was 
held Sat., April 17 in the Carter 

Athletic Center. Over the course of the 
weekend, more than 1,500 people were in 
attendance and searching for a bargain. 
Remaining items were donated to Good-
will and the Rescue Mission.  More than 
100 volunteers assisted in the preparation 
leading up to the sale and the day of sale. 
Thanks to the generous help from volun-
teers, and the families, friends and local 
businesses that donated goods, the School 

raised more than 
$21,000. A spe-
cial thank you is 
extended to this 
year’s committee: 
Jennifer Baldwin, 
Novie Bateman, 
Tonya Benson, 

Karen Eliades, Sherri Greene, Ellen 
McGimsey, Jenn Mitchell, Gretchen 
Robertson, Kim Roe, Bre Sawyer, Susie 
Wagoner, and Karla Wendell. Sincere 
thanks are extended to the sponsors: 
StellarOne, Bath fitter, Data Safe, inc., 
Life uncluttered, Salem Printing, Sonny 
Merryman inc., Bellacino’s, Bread Craft, 
RSVP, The Cobbler’s Wife, The Golden 
Shoestring, Tidy Services, and Willow 
Grove. The event is coordinated by Emily 
Phillips, director of annual giving. 
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Field Day 

N
CS community celebrated its 48th 
annual field Day, May 7 - 8 with 
the theme “Raiders in Paradise.” 

friday night NCS families dined,  learned 
to dance the Hula and saw how “low they 
could go” in the limbo! On Saturday, those 
in attendance enjoyed music, games, 
food, and friends outside on the NCS 
campus. field Day 2010 was chaired by 
parents Karen Pruitt and Peggy McCon-
nell. Sincere thanks goes to the following 
individuals and businesses that helped 
to make the day a success: BB&T insur-
ance Chaney Thomas, Hunting Learning 
Center, Blue Ridge Rescue Suppliers, inc., 
Bread Craft, Carmike Cinema, Kroger, 
Emerald Event Center, fink’s Jewelers, 
fleet feet Sports, foodies, frankie Row-
lands, frantz Diamond & Jewelry, fresh 
Market, Good Looks, Henry’s Memphis 
BBQ, Mac and Bob’s, Maggie Moo’s, 
Montano’s, Spa fit, Star City Coffee, Stop 
in food Stores, Tanglewood Autowash, 
The Bailey family, The Graham family, 
and Susan & Blair Thurman. The event is 
coordinated by Jane Bondurant, director 
of alumni and family relations. 

Spring Red &White Events
Mosaic Online 
Auction 

T
his year’s Mosaic Online Auction, 
presented by Berglund Automo-
tive, raised nearly $23,000 with a 

total of 133 bidders placing bids. A total 
of 177 items were included in the auc-
tion, including student artwork as well 
as jewelry, sports memorabilia, unique 
experiences/outings with faculty mem-
bers, get-aways and trips, antiques and 
many, many other items. The auction ran 
from february 12 – 22 at www.northcross.
cmarket.com. A special thank you to this 
year’s committee: Susan Card (chair), 
Tracy Helmer (co-chair), Caroline 
Cooper-Davis, Trista Farrell, Karen 
Fralin, Bre Sawyer, Martha Martin, 
Paige Rock, Elaine Stephenson and 
Mary Lynn Wright. Sincere thanks are 
extended to the sponsors: Berglund Auto-
motive, Ziiva, Woltz & Associates, Main 
Street Newspapers, The Cobbler’s Wife 
,and Kevin Hurley Photography. Mosaic 
Online Auction is coordinated by Laura 
L. Neff-Henderson, APR, director of 
communications and public relations. 

Art With A Twist

O
n April 30, the NCS community 
celebrated the annual Art With A 
Twist show in the Logan Gallery. 

The reception featured the original art-
work of 54 artists, which was available for 
purchase. More than 125 guests attended 
the event. Special thanks are extended to 
Art With A Twist committee members 
and parents Lisa Turner (chair), Donna 
Batzel, Marty Call, Meg Carter, Forrest 
Moore, Lisa Walters, and Katherine 
Watts. The show, held annually, exposes 
students and faculty members to the art-
work of professional artists and furthers 
the School’s commitment to the fine arts 
and serves as a community resource. This 
show is one of four held each year. Addi-
tionally, the show raised about $2,000. 
Special thanks are extended to the event 
sponsors Member One federal Credit 
union, City Magazine, Hastings Design, 
Local Roots, and RSVP/Provisions. Art 
With A Twist is coordinated by Laura L. 
Neff-Henderson, APR, director of com-
munications and public relations. 
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DevelopmentNews

T
he North Cross Fund supports 
the day-to-day operations of the 
School, including faculty sala-

ries, library acquisitions, technological 
advancements, art programs, and school 
maintenance, all of which enable NCS to 
continue to be the premier independent 
school in the Roanoke valley.
  There were many notable accomplish-
ments  this year concerning the North 
Cross Fund. This year  the Fund expe-
rienced an increase from the 2008-09 
year.  As of May 31, the Fund stood at 
$272,009.60, toward a goal of $280,000.  
Trustees, faculty, staff and the alum-
ni board have 100 percent participa-
tion. Also, the School is very excited to 

Annual Event Recognizes Parent Volunteers

O
n Wed., May 19, the School hosted the annual Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast for all parent volunteers in Hancock Library. Headmaster 
Timothy J. Seeley talked with those in attendance about the impact of 

their volunteer hours and thanked them, as did Director of Development Kim 
Williamson.
 More than 30 parents attended the breakfast. During the program, this 
year’s parent volunteer event chairs /organization presidents were recognized 

announce that there is 100 percent par-
ticipation from the parents of the third 
grade class! And, because the third grade 
class achieved 100 percent participation, 
they were rewarded with a pool party 
at the CAC. Through generous contri-
butions and persistence the School has 
increased parent participation, with every 
class achieving above 40 percent.
  Two new alumni initiatives were start-
ed in 2009-2010: an Alumni Leadership 
program and the Alumni email-a-thon.  
After starting the Alumni Leadership 
program, leadership gifts from alumni 
have increased by 25 percent over last 
year. This spring, with the help of the 
alumni class agents, the alumni email-a-

thon was launched. The goal of the alum-
ni email-a-thon is to reach out to alums, 
obtain updated information, and to fund-
raise for the North Cross Fund. So far, the 
response of the email-a-thon has been 
very encouraging.
  Many donors to the 2009-2010 North 
Cross Fund received phone calls from 
current NCS students, who were also 
members of the SCA, thanking them for 
supporting the School. The student thank-
a-thon is a way to show the students the 
importance of giving back. Many thanks 
to the NCS community for supporting 
the annual fund. 

and received a small token of appreciation.
They are:
• Kristi Gerhart, President, Parents’ Association
• Charlie Watson, President, Boosters
• Katherine Watts, President, Friends of the Arts
• Mimi Coles, North Cross Fund, Parent Leadership Chair

• Kevin Harman, North Cross Fund, Parent Partnership Chair
• Lisa Turner, Art With A Twist Chair
• Ellen McGimsey, Big Flea Chair
• Karen Pruitt, Field Day Chair
• Susan Card, Mosaic Online Auction Co-chair
• Tracy Helmer, Mosaic Online Auction Co-chair

All parent volunteers are invited to the breakfast each year.  

North Cross Fund Update  09
10
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AlumniNews

Greetings from your Alumni Board! While public school 
programs continue to cut their programs in order to 
make ends meet, I am pleased to report that NCS con-
tinues to soar to new heights in many areas. 
 The school continues to produce exemplary citi-

zens, such as the alumni featured in 
this edition of All Points. This year’s 
senior class boasts a 100 percent col-
lege acceptance rate, and our school 
boasts an impressive student teacher 
ratio of 11:1. Our athletic teams con-
tinue to excel as evidenced by excep-
tional seasons turned in by varsity 
boys basketball and girls volleyball 
in the fall and varsity lacrosse, var-

sity girls and boys tennis and varsity baseball. 
 Our Foreign Language Department continues to 
be second to none! At just 4 years old, our Junior Kin-
dergarten 4 students begin learning a second language. 
That instruction continues in the lower, middle, and 
upper schools ensuring that NCS graduates have a well-
rounded understanding of, and appreciation for, other 
cultures and languages in the world. 
 Lastly, our fine arts program continues to make the 
school proud with strong performances including the 
spring rendition of Guys and Dolls that involved dozens 
of students and parents in the lower, middle, and upper 
schools.
 The Alumni Board continues to work towards 
improving your alumni experience. Major initiatives 
for the school year include improving alumni commu-

nications by the launch in November of a new alumni 
e-newsletter, creating a mentor program for our stu-
dents, improving alumni participation in the North 
Cross Fund, and selecting the Alumni Service Award 
recipient.
 The school needs our support. The type of progress 
the school is making in spite of current economic chal-
lenges does not happen without support from alumni. 
We hope you will consider supporting the school in one 
or more of the following ways:
• Visit the website (www.northcross.org) to update your 

personal information so we can stay in touch with 
you

• Attend a class reunion and reunite with your friends
• Donate to the North Cross Fund
• Consider sending your children to NCS if you live in 

the Roanoke area
• Nominate a fellow alumni for the Alumni Service 

Award presented each year at Commencement
 Congratulations to fellow alumni Stephen W. Lem-
on ’80, who was recognized at this year’s Commence-
ment on June 5 with the 2010 Alumni Service Award. 
He joins the ranks of a small group of other remarkable 
alumni who have received the award.

Sincerely,

Allen B. Whittle ’91

Message from the Alumni Association President

Alumni E-Newsletter Launched
As part of the School’s renewed commitment to communicating with alumni and our on-campus efforts to be more eco friendly, 

the Development Office has launched an alumni e-newsletter that will be published five times each year. The first issue was 

published in November 2009, the second in March and the third in June. 

 If you did not receive the e-newsletters please login to the NCS website (step-by- step instructions are available at  www.north-

cross.org/usingthewebsite and update your personal profile information to be sure the School has your correct e-mail address. 
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Salem Reunion

O
n a perfect spring evening, Sat. 
night, May 15 about 50 people 
(Salem alumni, parents of alums, 

NCS staff and guests) gathered together 
at 12 union Street to recall many happy 
memories of their time spent here. in 
1945, May Butts (the founder of NCS) 
bought the late Judge Griffin’s house 
on union Street, promising Margaret 
Northcross that if she would teach, the 
school would carry her name. The School 
remained in Salem until 1961 when it 
merged with Roanoke’s Eaton School and  

 

 
moved to its current location on Colonial 
Avenue.  
 Past Board Chair Anne Lee Stevens  
SA was among the guests and recognized 
the NCS Salem Alumni Committee: Kirk 
Bowers, Will Caperton, Charlie Hofer, 
John Lee, Bill Lee, Joe Logan, Darrell 
Long, Dudley Marseteller, Pam Mar-
tin Ogden, Anne Nimmo Parrott, Lau-
rie Platt, John Repass, De Witt Shank, 
Linda Steele, Anne Lee Stevens, Kitty 
Martin Thomas, Leigh Wiley Walker, 
Tim Wolfey, and Joe Yates. 

2010 ARHW
October 1 & 2, 2010

Friday, October 1

4 p.m.  Boys’ Middle School soccer vs.  
  Eastern Mennonite
4:30 p.m.  Cross Country vs. 
  Fishburn Military & VES
5:30 p.m.  Boys’ Varsity soccer vs. 
  Eastern Mennonite
7 - 9 p.m. Reception for ALL Alumni
Saturday, October 2
10 a.m.   Varsity volleyball vs. Carlisle 
10:30 a.m.  Varsity field hockey vs. Carlisle
11 a.m.   NCS Alumni Association  
  Annual Meeting
1:30 p.m.   Varsity football vs. Hargrave 
4:30 p.m.  Alumni / Varsity Soccer game
7 p.m.   Reunion Parties

Contact Information (By Class Year)
1965    Jane Bondurant
            jbondurant@northcross.org
1970    Fran Noftsinger Brooks
            Fjanney1@aol.com
1975   Jane Bondurant
            jbondurant@northcross.org
1980    Stephen Lemon
            swlemon@aol.com
           Nick Lampros
            nllampros@gmail.com
           Ken Robison
            kenrobison@cox.net
           Meredith Coleman
            meredithcoleman@me.com
1985    Chris Muse
            museice@hotmail.com
1990    Stephanie Gacek Cook 
            jbondurant@northcross.org
1995   Heather Perry Donaho
            hdonaho@northcross.org
            Blair Clavert Trail
            btrail@northcross.org
2000    Yael Kern
 yaelkern@gmail.com
 Zach Rosenoff 
  rosenozs@gmail.com
2005   Caitlin Clompus
 caitlin.clompus@gmail.com
 Preston Lemon
 prestonlemon@gmail.com

AlumniNews

NCS Family Night Well Attended
On June 17, a beautiful summer night, Roanoke area alums, their 

families, current NCS families, faculty,  and staff met at a Salem Red 

Sox game for good food, good conversation and a great game. The 

Red Sox played  the Wilmington Blue Hens.  All enjoyed this annual 

event and are looking forward to next year. 

Chris Anderson ‘03, Caitlin Clompus ‘05, Morgan Delaney ‘02, Dave 

Mason ‘02, Charles Lukens ‘02 and Jeff Morris enjoy catching up 

before the game.

‘10
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S
tephen W. Lemon ’80 was award-
ed the 2010 Alumni Service Award 
at the School’s 47th commence-

ment on Sat., June 5 in the Carter Ath-
letic Center. Each year, the Alumni Asso-
ciation Board honors one individual who 
has made significant contributions to his/
her community. Candidates must have 
graduated from or attended North Cross 
School to be eligible. The Award was 
established in 1999 and is presented each 
year at graduation.
  “Stephen exemplifies the best of 
North Cross School,” said Headmaster 
Timothy J. Seeley.  “He was an outstand-
ing member of the student body, and has 
been an equally outstanding member of 

the alumni body.  He has given much to 
the school in time and expertise, but also 
participates in the health of the larger 
community, as evidenced by all the civic 
organizations with which he has been 
involved. And it doesn’t hurt that his two 
wonderful daughters are also in the North 
Cross School family.  He is a wonderful 
choice for this award.”
 “I am honored to receive this award 
from the alumni association and humbled 
to be in the company of the past recipi-

ents,” said Lemon.
 Lemon, who attended NCS from 1971-
1980, is an attorney with the Roanoke 
based firm of Martin, Hopkins & Lemon, 
P. C. specializing in trusts and  estates, 
and real estate law. His real estate work 
includes an emphasis on conservation 
easements as well as all aspects of commer-

cial real estate.  
Among his 
many profes-
sional affilia-
tions, Lemon 
is a member of 
the Roanoke 
Estate Plan-
ning Council, 
the Roanoke, 
Virginia and 

American Bar Associations and the Vir-
ginia and Georgia State Bar Associations.
 He has served as a member of the 
School’s Board of Trustees since 2007, 
during which time he has headed the 
2008 Headmaster Search Committee. 
He continues to chair the Buildings and 
Grounds committee, which is oversee-
ing the renovation of the middle school. 
He is also a past president of the School’s 
Alumni Association (2001-02).
 He has a bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics from Washington & Lee University 
(1984) and a law degree from Vanderbilt 
University (1987). 
 An active member of his community, 
Lemon’s volunteer activities include cur-
rent or past service on the board of direc-
tors of:  
• Downtown Roanoke Incorporated 

(Past Chairman)
• Roanoke Foundation for Downtown
• The Western Virginia Land Trust 

(founding board member)
• The Roanoke Chapter of Washington 

and Lee Alumni Association (Past 
President)

• The Presbyterian Community Center
• The Taubman Museum of Art
• The Session of the Second Presbyte-

rian Church
• Market Building Foundation (found-

ing board member)
 Lemon and his wife Patty, who is also 
an active member of the North Cross 
School and Roanoke communities, have 
been married for 24 years. They have two 
daughters - Allison ’07 and Laura ’12.  

AlumniNews

Stephen W. Lemon ‘80 
Awarded 2010 Alumni Service Award

Past Recipients 
2009  Linda A. Valleroy ’68

2008  David Trinkle ’79

2007  Anne Lee Stevens, SA

2006  G. Andrew Kegley, Jr. ’77

2005  T. Christopher Moore ’71

2004  Kathryn Krisch Oelschlager ’69

2003  Deb Bennett Haggerty ’76

2002  David D. H. Willis, Sr. ’77

2001  J. Randolph Garrett, Jr. ’65

2000  T. Garrick Steele ’71

1999   Rossie Carter Hutcheson ’73 

“Stephen 
exemplifies 

the best of North 
Cross School.”
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ClassNotes
Births
’78Bart Parrott and his wife Mary-

ann welcomed twins Andrew 
Barton and Lila Blair on Feb.16, in Char-
lottesville. They are the brother and sister 
of Julia.

’91Wilson and Holly Watkins 
Porterfield ’92 welcomed a sec-

ond son Jackson “Jack” Watkins Porter-
field, born on December 19, 2009. He is 
the brother of Will, age 3. 
v Allen Whittle and his wife Erin wel-
comed Isla Monroe on Jan. 24, in Roa-
noke. Isla has a proud older sister, Bella.

’94Forrest Porterfield and his 
wife Katie welcomed twin sons,  

William Hines and Forrest Shepper-
son on Nov. 10, 2009 in Nashville, TN.  
v Jason Davis ’94 and his wife Aryn 
welcomed daughter Kiowa Lynn on Nov. 
30. 2009. The baby is named after Jason’s 
mother, Lynn, who taught and coached 
field hockey at NCS in the 1980s). Jason 
and Aryn also have an older son, Tobi 
Lochsa, who was born on Dec. 22, 2008. 
Jason is a professional engineer who 
works for a water engineering company, 
Carollo, in Boise, Idaho. Much of his 
work is designing water treatment plants 
for cities in Southern California.

’96Will Dichtel and his wife Laura 
welcomed their daughter, June 

Ruth, on Oct. 4, 2009.  

’97Laura Ashley Houston 
Hardaway and her hus-

band Ben welcomed their first child, 
a daughter Lilly Grace on March 29, 
2010. The Hardaways have recent-
ly moved to Greer, SC from Atlanta.  
v Lori Dodson Richardson and her 
husband Tyler welcomed their first 
child, a son, William “Brant” Jan. 7, in  
Greensboro, NC.  

Other News
‘78Martha Nase Donovan is a 

member of the Bridgewater, NJ-
based firm of Norris McLaughlin & Mar-

Hardaway

Whittle

Richardson

Jason Davis

Dichtel

Former Teacher, Assistant 
Headmaster Authors Book

Former upper school director and assistant headmaster 

Peter Wonson has embarked on his first “old guy” project 

after his retirement from many years in education.

 “The book is about my life before education -- as 

a rock singer in New England. It is a pretty good tale, with 

stories about our friends from Aerosmith before they were 

Aerosmith, and close encounters with the likes of Stephen Stills, The Youngbloods, Chi-

cago, the Guess Who and Joe Walsh and the James Gang,” said Wonson.

Wilson Porterfield



  

cus, P.A., and co-chair of its Environmen-
tal Law Group. Donovan co-coordinated 
and co-moderated a two-day course in 
February at Rutgers University entitled 
“Overview of Environmental Law & Reg-
ulatory Process.”

’79David B. Trinkle has been 
named the associate dean of 

community and culture for The Virginia 
Tech Carilion School of Medicine and 
Research Institute. On May 4 Dave was 
re-elected to the Roanoke City Council. 
As the leading vote-getter, he will become 
vice mayor for the second time when the 
new council terms begin in July. Dave was 
also vice mayor from 2006-08.

’85The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) recently 

announced the appointment of Crosby 
Grindle of Bend, Ore., as the new north-
west regional manager. In his new posi-
tion, Grindle will be focused on improving 
fire, building, and life safety in his region 
by working with state and local authori-
ties to promote NFPA services and the 
adoption of NFPA codes and standards 
in nine states:  Alaska, Idaho, Montana, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Washington, and Wyoming.   
v Will McGhee has been involved in the 
Haiti Relief efforts.

’86 Harry I. Johnson joined Arent 
Fox LLP in February as a part-

ner in the labor and employment practice 
group in Los Angeles. 

’90Nicole Basile lives in Florida 
with her husband Dan Kapp, 

their children Micah, age three, and Mol-
ly, age two, where Nicole practices neph-
rology and Dan practices plastic surgery 
v Matthew “Matt” M. Laughon, M.D., 
M.P.H. is an assistant professor of pediat-
rics in the Division of Neonatal-Perinatal 
Medicine in the Department of Pediatrics 
at The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (UNC) School of Medicine in 
Chapel Hill, NC. He has a master’s degree 
in public health in epidemiology from the 
Gillings School of Public Health at UNC 

Deaths
’69 Otis M. (George) Gilliam III 

died on April 13 in Roanoke.

’71 Cynthia Crockett Webster died 
in Roanoke on March 23. Cindy 

is survived by her twin brother Charles L. 
Crockett III ’71, her sister Sarah Crockett 
Eggleston ’68, her niece Lisa Harrison 
Beaumont ’92 and her nephew Scott 
Harrison ’97.

and is conducting research in perinatal 
epidemiology and clinical pharmacology, 
most notably as a satellite site principal 
investigator for the Eunice Kennedy Shriv-
er National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development Neonatal Research 
Network. Laughon lives in Chapel Hill, 
NC with his two children, Madeleine age 
11 and Christopher age nine.

’91In June 2009, S. Katherine 
“Katie” Laughon, M.D., M.S., 

completed her fellowship in maternal-
fetal medicine (high risk pregnancies) at 
Magee-Womens Hospital of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh Medical Center and 
received her master’s degree in clinical 
research from the University of Pitts-
burgh, PA. She currently is conducting 
research in perinatal epidemiology as a 
postdoctoral Intramural Research Train-
ing Award (IRTA) fellow at the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development 
in Bethesda, Maryland. Laughon also 
practices clinical medicine on staff at 
Washington Hospital Center in D.C

’92Stan Chopski recently was 
appointed to the board of direc-

tors of the Valley Beautiful Foundation in 
Roanoke.

’97Carter Lee is an associ-
ate at Woods Rogers in the 

firm’s litigation group. He is a mem-
ber of the National Guard and has 
been recently appointed to the board of 
directors of the Roanoke Valley SPCA.  
v Jason Ward received his MBA from 
Georgetown University in May.

’98Trent Johnson is in the MBA 
program at UNC Chapel Hill. 

v Brandon LaCroix, a financial adviser 
with Merrill Lynch in Roanoke is now a 
certified financial planner. Brandon serves 
on the NCS Alumni Association Board.

’99Charles Hooper has opened a 
restaurant, “Crock & Roll.” The 

Towers Mall restaurant is devoted solely 
to soup. 

’02 Bobby Mountcastle has joined 
HomeTown Bank as a retail spe-

cialist in Roanoke.

’04 Martha Copplestone, class 
of 2010 at Agnes Scott Col-

lege, received a top award in the college’s 
2010 Resume Exhibit. She graduated in 
May with a degree in psychology and is 
employed at Emory University in Atlan-
ta.

’06 Thomas Glenn and Gray Ham-
lin graduated from Hamp-

den-Sydney College, May 9, 2010 with 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in economics.  
James Revercomb graduated from the 
University of South Carolina May 7, 
2010 with a degree in Business Admin-
istration (major in finance, minor in 
environmental studies). Revercomb and 
Hamlin will be in Jackson, Wyo. for their 
fourth summer working as white water 
river guides for Mad River Boat Trips.  
v Jeremy Seeley graduated cum laude 
from Wake Forest University, May 17, 
2010.

’09Glenn Williams has been 
accepted into the Alpha Lambda 

Delta and Phi Eta Sigma national fresh-
man honor societies at the College of 
William and Mary. He also is a member 
of the Spotswood Society, a group of 24 
student volunteers who interpret the his-
toric campus and give tours.
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Discover the Possibilities

Investing in the Future
Join others who have included North Cross School in their estate plans and receive  
special recognition for your vision and generosity. To become a member of the Heritage 
Society, simply notify the School of your arrangements for a bequest, a trust, an  
insurance policy, or other planned gift that will ultimately benefit North Cross School. 
Additional information is available at www.northcross.org. 

Kim Williamson, Director of Development

4254 Colonial Avenue • Roanoke, VA 24018• 540-989-6641 • kwilliamson@northcross.org


